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Shamsul Alam

FROM PAGE 16

His namaz-ejanaza will
be held at Gulshan Azad
mosque after Juma prayers
today (Friday). Later, he will
be laid to eternal rest at the
Banani graveyard.

He was awarded Bir
Uttam for his gallantry in
the Liberation War in 1971.

He was a member of
“Operation Kilo Flight”, the
first bombing raid of brave
Bangladeshi pilots during
the Liberation War.

The operation had
significantly turned
the tide of the war, as it
decimated Pakistan army’s
oil supply and made it
impossible for them to
continue a prolonged war.

In early stage of his
career, Shamsul served
the erstwhile Pakistan Air
Force as a commissioned
officer in 1967. He received
special training in
operating fighter jets and
commercial planes.

After the Liberation
War started, he was put
under tight surveillance

200 Rohingyas
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It said more than 1,900

in Pakistan Air Force’s
Chaklala base until June.
He fled to Bangladesh but
was caught by the Pakistani
military at Tejgaon airport.

He escaped in August
and managed to get (o
India.

Before  retiring in
1984, he served different
important posts in
Bangladesh Air Force.

Shamsul received
Swadhinata Padak,
the highest civilian
award bestowed by the
government, in 2017.

Confidence Group
expressed deep  shock
and sorrow at the death
of Shamsul and prayed
for eternal peace of the
departed soul.

A journo behind

FROM PAGE 16

A similar statement was
issued yesterday by US
Ambassador to Bangladesh
Peter Haas who stressed on
the right of all for peaceful
demonstrations.

On  Wednesday, 15
foreign missions issued a
joint statement ahead of
the International Human
Rights Day on December 10
that also coincides with the
scheduled BNP rally.

Momen said the US and
Bangladesh do not want
violence.

“We  will maintain
maximum restraint. The
US also does not allow
big rallies on the streets
or in front of the White
House. They will not allow

any public meeting on the
streets of Manhattan in
New York. There is a rule, a
system.”

He said all people in
Bangladesh have the right to
speech. Itis a free country.

“If you listen to the
discussions on YouTube,
talk shows and TV channels

.. the government has not
prevented anyone from
speaking..we believe in
freedom of speech. There
are few countries that
have so much freedom like
Bangladesh.”

On travel advisory by the
US and UK, Momen said
the situation in the country
is not bad at all. Some may
issue such alerts to create
panic.

We will protect the rights of girls
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his mother, wife and
daughter — played a

tremendous role in his life.

He also urged women
and girls to achieve great
things with their skills,
talent and willpower.

Like every year, a total
of six women and girls,
including a transwoman,

Nazrul Islam Ritu from
Jhenidah, and Paingmrau
Marma from Bandarban

received the awards this
year.
Each of them was

selected for contributing
to society by protecting
human rights, playing
a key role in women’s

Kristine Blokhus, country
representative of UNFPA,

handed crests to the
awardees.

Environment  Ministry
Joint  Secretary Lubna
Yasmine, Swedish

Ambassador to Bangladesh
Alexandra Berg von Linde,
Ambassador of European

Ol checkpoints and sullerings
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Meanwhile,  plying  of
buses to and from Dhaka
was comparatively less
than usual, said staffers of
different bus companies.
At  Saidabad, Hanif
Paribahan’s lineman
Nazrul Islam said eight trips
of the Sylhet-Moulvibazar

route have been cancelled
due to a passenger crisis.

Meanwhile, the number
of buses inside the capital
was relatively low yesterday.
Many passengers were seen
waiting at different bus
stoppages.

Elderlies, women,
children, HSC candidates

Case, arrest spree on
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ahead of BNP’s December
10 grand rally in Dhaka.

In Savar and Ashulia,
police have so far filed at
least five false cases in the
last two weeks, accusing
some 200 named BNP men
and some 300 unnamed,
said Md Shariful Alam,
joint secretary of BNP’s
Ashulia thana unit BNP.

At least 15 of the
partymen  have  been
arrested in the last few days,
he claimed while talking to
The Daily Star yesterday.

He alleged that police
are doing this to deter the
partymen from joining the
Dhaka rally.

Contacted, Aminul
Islam, Dhaka’s additional
superintendent of police,

In Kushtia, police on
Tuesday filed wo cases
against 47 BNP men over
their involvement in
subversive activities.

Police have so far
arrested four BNP men
in the last two days in
connection with the cases.

BNP  district  unit’s
general secretary Sohrab
Uddin said police have filed
the ghost cases only to
harass the partymen.

Contacted, officers-in
charge (OCs) of both the
police stations said the
accused are involved in
subversive activities.

In Cumilla, police
arrested two BNP leaders
yesterday from the city’s
Badurtola area.

and their guardians were
the worst sufferers.
Mahbubur Rahman,
organising secretary of
Dhaka Road Transport
Owners Association, said
many bus owners have
refrained from plying buses
fearing violence following
the clash between BNP

activists and police on
Wednesday.

Dhaka Road Transport
Owners Association in
a  statement yesterday
afternoon assured that
the movement of public
transport in Dhaka and
inter-district routes will be
normal on December 10.

ahead of Dec 10 rally

president of the district
unit Jubo Dal.

They were arrested when
the partymen tried to bring
out a protest rally yesterday
noon.

OC of Cumilla’s Kotwali
Police  Station  Ahmed
Sanjur  Morshed  said
the duo were accused in
criminal cases.

In Patuakhali, a BNP
man was arrested early in
the morning yesterday for
his alleged involvement
with cocktail bombs in
Golachipa upazila.

The arrestee is Masudur
Rahman, a local leader of
BNP’s front organisation
Swechchhasebak Dal.

Earlier on Wednesday
night, three cocktail

bombs exploded in the
upazila headquarters, and
police seized seven more
cocktails. But no one was
hurt in the incident.
Contacted, Golachipa
Police Station OC Shoshit
Kumar Gayen said police
were investigating whether

the arrestee had any
involvement  with  the
incident.

Besides, police sued

885 BNP and its associate
bodies’ leaders mentioning
names and over 2,250
unnamed others yesterday
over Wednesday’s clash
between police and BNP
men at Dhaka’s Nayapaltan.
[Our  correspondents
from respective districts
contributed to the report|
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