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The failures of subject mapping and how
they impact national curriculum students

AYAAN SHAMS SIDDIQUE

Before my Senior School Certificate
(SSC) results were published, I received
a call from a fellow examinee who was
stressed beyond measure. His dismay,
however, wasn't born from a failure to
do well in the exams he sat for a few
months ago. Instead, he was afraid that
he would fail to secure GPA 5 because
his performance in the previous board
examination, namely JSC, wasn't up to
par.

In an ideal world, my friend’s
concern would be laughable at best, be-
cause our grades from three odd years
ago shouldn’t matter for one of our
most pivotal exams in the first place.
Unfortunately, since the COVID-19
pandemic began, this has been a
serious cause of anxiety for thousands
of board exam candidates across the
country.

This alternative method of evalua-
tion based on previous board exams’
results is commonly referred to as
subject mapping. It essentially utilises
the marks students received in their
previous board exams in the event that
their SSC or HSC exams are cancelled
or condensed into fewer subjects. All of
the board exams since 2020 have used
subject mapping to varying degrees to
evaluate thousands of examinees.

Since the HSC 2020 exams were

scrapped completely to comply with
COVID-19 health protocols, evalua-
tion was done based on the combined
marks that examinees achieved in
their JSC and SSC examinations. The
decision was somewhat justified, albeit
unfair to many.

Rashid Hasan, an HSC 2020 candi-
date from Ideal School and College,
was left high and dry when the gov-
ernment decided to cancel the exams
and opt for alternative evaluation. “My
GPA in the SSC examination was
unsatisfactory. Although
I regrouped for
HSC and
had confi-
dence in my
preparation,
it wasn't of
any use since
the results were
based on my
previous scores.

This negatively im-
pacted my university
admission process to a
large extent. Although
I understand why the
education ministry chose
this method of evaluation,
there is no doubt that it
was unfair to hundreds like — ©
myself,” he said.

While this was the only reasonable
option during HSC ‘20, subject map-
ping unfairly tipped the scale during
the board exams of 2021 and 2022,
because even though the exams weren't
held on certain subjects like Bangladesh
and Global Studies, Religion, Informa-
tion and Communications Technology
(ICT), etc., they were still evaluated
based on the marks students received in

their previous board exams. As
a result, someone who did
well on all of the subjects
in SSC, for example, still
ended up getting un-
satisfactory results due
to their performance
in eighth grade.
This poses a
serious question
of why these sub-
jects are being
evaluated at all
if the students
aren’t appear-
ing for the
exams. Not
only does
this pos-
sess no
inherent
advantage,
but rather, it reduces
students’ overall GPA dispro-
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portionately.

According to Farhan Hasnat, an SSC
2021 candidate from St. Joseph Higher
Secondary School, he missed a GPA 5
only because he failed to secure over
80 marks in certain subjects during his
JSC exams.

“I got an A in both Bangla and
Religion during JSC. As a result, even
though I got A+ in all of the subjects I
sat for SSC, my GPA got watered down
to 4.86. Since my GPA fell short, I
couldn’t apply to the colleges I previ-
ously wanted to,” he shares.

Like Rashid and Farhan, there are
countless students who might not have
done well in their earlier board exams
for a plethora of personal reasons.

But why should that bar them from
achieving a better result in their later
years if they wholeheartedly worked

to improve themselves? Why should
factors that students don’t have a hand
in negatively impact their future?

While the answer remains to be
seen, there is no doubt that students
must continue to pay the price for the
failures of our national curriculum.

Ayaan loves to read dinosaur comics and
poorly-written manga. Recommend your
least favourite reads at ayaan.shams@
gmail.com

The significance of small gestures in a family

HASIB UR RASHID IFTI

When was the last time your family operated as a unit?
When did you last do something more than begrudgingly
attend a wedding or sit in the drawing room when guests
came over? When was the last time you let go of all your
worries, logged off social media, and spent hours with
your parents as you did in your childhood?

Sure, we have grown up and built our relationships
outside the family. We are exhausted in the evening when
we come back home. After hours of classes, labs, tuitions,
and part-time jobs, we want to reserve our hard-earned
leisure for ourselves. However, our families are no longer
part of our free time.

Before we blame ourselves, it is crucial to consider
that maybe we were neglected as well. As we grew up and
the world around us hit hard, the softness of our parents
started declining. Suddenly, you're too old for your par-
ents to buy you a cake and celebrate your birthday with
your family and relatives because birthdays are not meant
for adults like yourself. Birthday presents are too imma-
ture of an expectation and family trips in winter are too
much of a hassle.

Maybe your friends are kind enough to buy you a cake.
Maybe you still go on tours with your friends once after
every semester. But as life gets more complicated, nostal-
gia hits hard and you cannot help but crave that child-
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hood Rangamati trip with your family. You can't help
but reminisce about that one birthday when all of your
cousins came over and you got your favourite action fig-
ure as a gift. You see your friends celebrate their birthdays
with their families and you try to convince yourself that
you don’t need that sort of attention from your family,
suppressing your feelings in fear of being too vulnerable.

Your craving isn't particularly based on seeking that
same attention. Rather, it’s a call for help because you
want your parents to pull you out of this chaos and
become a family again. Maybe that was the last time
you felt truly happy and celebrating birthdays or going
on family vacations are just ways to rekindle that same
feeling.

But soon, our walls of delusion collapse and we can’t
help but feel neglected and unwanted. We blame our
parents for the dysfunctionality in our family. Celebrating
birthdays, anniversaries or other occasions - these aren't
just about getting your loved one a cake. The celebrations
are just a mere reminder that the people around you care
enough to take some time away from their lives one day a
year and dedicate it to celebrating you. And every person
deserves to feel special at least one day of the year, no
matter the age. That includes both us and our parents.

It's time we took the first step. We can start by plan-
ning a family vacation and maybe paying for it if we can
afford to. If not, we can start by baking our parents a cake
on their birthdays and anniversaries, invite guests over
and plan an entire celebration. Before we shift the blame
to them, we can try reminding them of what we've lost as
a family.

And hopefully, restart.

Remind Ifti to be quieter at hasiburrashidifti@gmail.com



