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KHASHOGGI KILLING

US judge drops lawsuit 
against Saudi prince 
REUTERS

A federal judge in Washington on 
Tuesday dismissed a lawsuit filed 
by the fiance of slain journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi against Saudi 
Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, citing President 
Biden’s grant of immunity.

US District Judge John Bates 
suggested he was reluctant to throw 
out the lawsuit but had no choice 
given the Biden administration’s 
decision.

“Despite the Court’s uneasiness, 
then, with both the circumstances 
of bin Salman’s appointment 
and the credible allegations of 
his involvement in Khashoggi’s 
murder, the United States has 
informed the Court that he is 

immune,” Bates wrote in the 25-
page ruling.

In invoking the circumstances of 
Prince Mohammed’s appointment 
of head of state, Bates was referring 
to the fact that it was only in 
September that Saudi King Salman 
named Prince Mohammed prime 
minister in a royal decree.

Khashoggi was killed and 
dismembered in October 2018 by 
Saudi agents in the Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul, an operation which US 
intelligence believed was ordered 
by Prince Mohammed, known by 
his initials MbS,.

The prince has denied 
ordering Khashoggi’s killing but 
acknowledged later that it took 
place “under my watch.”

China’s President Xi Jinping is being received by officials including the Governor of Riyadh 
province Prince Faisal bin Bandar al-Saud (C-L) at King Khalid International Airport in Saudi 
Arabia’s capital Riyadh yesterday. Xi is on a three-day visit to the kingdom. PHOTO: AFP

China loosens  
nationwide 
Covid curbs
AFP, Beijing

China yesterday announced 
a nationwide loosening 
of Covid restrictions 
following protests against 
the hardline strategy that 
grew into calls for greater 
political freedoms.

Under the new 
guidelines, some 
asymptomatic and mild 
cases of Covid-19 can 
now quarantine at home, 
ending a requirement that 
all positive cases be isolated 
in centralised government 
facilities.

Mandatory mass testing 
-- long a tedious mainstay 
of life in zero-Covid China 
-- will be restricted to “high-
risk” areas and schools, 
, the National Health 
Commission (NHC) said.

People travelling 
between provinces will 
also no longer require a 
negative test.

GEORGIA RUNOFF

Democratic 
Senator beats 
GOP rival
REUTERS, Atlanta

Democrat Raphael 
Warnock won re-election 
to the US Senate in a hard-
fought Georgia runoff on 
Tuesday, strengthening his 
party’s razor-thin majority.

Warnock’s projected 
victory was narrow. With 
99% of the estimated vote 
counted, he led Walker by 
50.8% to 49.2%, according 
to Edison Research.

Democrats now are on 
track for a 51-seat majority 
in the 100-seat Senate.

Walker’s defeat is also a 
setback for Donald Trump 
who has announced to 
run for president in 2024. 
Trump endorsed Walker 
and dozens of other 
high-profile Republicans 
in this year’s midterm 
elections, but he ends with 
a mixed record in his most 
competitive contests.

Congress wins most 
seats in Nepal polls
Deuba likely to remain 
PM

REUTERS, Kathmandu

The ruling Nepali Congress party has emerged as 
Nepal’s single largest party after winning 89 seats 

in the 275-member parliament in a general 
election last month, and its leader, Sher 

Bahadur Deuba, looks set to stay on as 
prime minister. A five-party alliance 
led by the Nepali Congress, which has 
been in power since July last year, won 
136 seats, just two short for the 138 

required for a majority, a tally of results 
from the Election Commission showed 

on Wednesday. Deuba, 76, who is considered 
close to India, is in a better position to muster 
support for a majority, analysts said. The alliance 
led by his main rival, KP Sharma Oli of the Nepal 
Communist Unified Marxist Leninist Party (UML), 
won 92 seats.

We are a weapon of 
mass extinction

Says UN chief as nations begin COP15

AFP, Montreal

High-stakes UN biodiversity talks open 
in Montreal yesterday, in what is being 
billed as the “last best chance” to save 
the planet’s species and ecosystems 
from irreversible human destruction.

Delegates from across the world 
gathered for the December 7-19 
meeting to try to hammer 
out a new deal for nature: a 
10-year framework aimed 
at saving the planet’s 
forests, oceans and species 
before it’s too late.

“With our bottomless 
appetite for unchecked and 
unequal economic growth, 
humanity has become a weapon 
of mass extinction,” UN chief Antonio 
Guterres warned Tuesday at a ceremony 
ahead of talks.

Before he took the dais, a group 
of around half a dozen Indigenous 
protesters interrupted a speech by 
Canadian PM Justin Trudeau, in a sign 

of the passions inflamed by biodiversity 
loss among the most impacted 
communities.

The official opening of the meeting, 
known as COP15, follows several days 
of pre-negotiations that saw very little 
progress on key issues.

Observers called for negotiators 
to urgently unblock sticking 

points on difficult 
items like finance and 
implementation, with only 
five out of more than 20 
targets agreed so far.

Draft targets for the 10-
year framework include a 

pledge to protect 30 percent 
of the world’s land and seas by 

2030, eliminating harmful fishing 
and agriculture subsidies and tackling 
invasive species and reducing pesticides.

The talks come amid dire warning 
from scientists that the world is facing 
its biggest mass extinction event since 
the dinosaur age, with more than one 
million species at risk.


