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Boy dies being 
hit by bus in 
Dholaipar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A school student died 
yesterday after a bus hit him 
in Dhaka’s Dholaipar area. 

The deceased was 
identified as Yash, 9, a 
third-grader and a resident 
of Jurain. 

“A Green Line Paribahan 
bus hit Yash while he was 
crossing the Dhaka-Mawa 
Expressway in Dholaipar 
around 5:00pm and the 
boy died on the spot,” said 
Jahangir Sikder, a sub-
inspector of Shyampur 
Police Station.

Police seized the bus and 
detained its driver after the 
incident, he added.

The body was sent to 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital morgue for 
autopsy.

Warmer noses 
are better at 
fighting colds
AFP, Washington

Chilly weather and 
common respiratory 

infections often go 
hand in hand.

Reasons for 
this include 
people gather 
inside more 
in winter, 
and viruses 
s u r v i v e 

better in 
low-humidity 

indoor air. 
But there has 

been less certainty 
about whether lower 

temperatures actually 
impair human immunity and, if so, how.

Now, a new study published yesterday in The 
Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology 
details a previously unknown way that the 
immune system attacks viral intruders inside the 
nose -- and finds it works better when it’s warm.

These discoveries could pave the way for an 
eventual treatment against the common cold and 
other viruses, Mansoor Amiji, a pharmaceutical 
sciences professor at Northeastern University, 
who co-led the research, told AFP.

The starting point was previous research by 
Amiji and colleagues in 2018, which found that 
nasal cells released “extracellular vesicles” (EVs) —- 
a spray of tiny sacs that swarmed and destroyed 
bacteria upon inhalation.

“The best analogy that we have is a hornet’s 
nest,” said Amiji. Like hornets defending a 
nest from attack, EVs swarm, bind to, and kill 
invaders.STORY ON B1

Bangladesh’s current 
account deficit widened 

further in October as imports 
continued to surge compared 

to the combined receipts 
from export earnings and 

remittances

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina waving at the crowd during the 30th national council of Bangladesh Chhatra League. BCL President 
Al-Nahean Khan Joy and General Secretary Lekhak Bhattacharjee accompanied her on the stage at the Suhrawardy Udyan in the 
capital yesterday. PHOTO: PID 

15 foreign 
missions lay 
importance 
on free polls
Issue statement ahead 
of Human Rights Day

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Fifteen foreign missions in 
Bangladesh have reaffirmed the 
importance of free, fair, inclusive 
and peaceful electoral processes in 
Bangladesh.

They highlighted the fundamental 
role democracy plays in protecting 
human rights and promoting 
development in Bangladesh and 
the importance of free expression, 
peaceful assembly and elections, 
among others outlined in the UN 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Four killed as train 
hits auto-rickshaw 
at level crossing
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Four people were killed as a train hit an auto-
rickshaw at an unmanned level crossing in 
Cumilla’s Laksam upazila yesterday morning.

The accident took place in Tughuria area 
around 10:30am, Assistant Sub-Inspector Abdul 
Alim of Laksam Railway Police Station told The 
Daily Star.

Quoting locals, Adra Union Parishad Chairman 
Tajul Islam said Dhaka-bound Noakhali Express 
hit the vehicle and dragged it along the track 
about 400 metres.

The rail crossing has been left unprotected for 
long, he added.

The deceased -- auto-rickshaw driver Shahidul 
Islam, 40, and passengers Maksudur Rahman, 65, 
Mohammad Habib, 22 and Moiful Begum, 35 -- 
were residents of Cumilla’s Monoharganj upazila, 
said police.

The passengers died on the spot while the 
driver passed away at a private hospital in Laksam.

Jasim Uddin Khandaker, OC of the police 
station, said there was no gatekeeper at the level 
crossing as it was unauthorised.

According to locals, the accident occurred in 
Tughuria bazaar area which is close to Nangalkot 
and Monoharganj upazilas. 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

2018 ARSON CASE

33 BNP men 
face arrest 
warrants
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday issued 
arrest warrants against 33 leaders 
and activists of the BNP and its front 
organisations after cancelling their 
bail in an arson case.

The 33 include former Jubo Dal 
president Saiful Alam Nirob.

The case was filed against 183 BNP 
leaders and activists with Ramna 
Police Station, following an arson 
attack in front of the Kakrail Church 
on February 8, 2018, when a lower 
court convicted and sentenced BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia in the Zia 
Orphanage Trust corruption case.

Of the accused, three are in jail and 
109 were on bail.

The court yesterday scrapped the 
bail of 33 of the accused as they were 
absent during yesterday’s hearing.

The defence lawyers submitted 
time petitions showing different 
reasons for their clients’ absence, but 
the court dismissed those.

BNP leader Syed Moazzem Hossain 
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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Need leadership that 
can change BCL image

Say Chhatra League leaders after attending council

ASHIK ABDULLAH APU and  
SIRAJUL ISLAM RUBEL

Chhatra League leaders and activists are 
expecting that the organistion will have a new 
leadership that will be able to restore its past 
glory and work to realise Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s dream of building a 
“Smart Bangladesh”.

Speaking to The Daily Star, at 
least four BCL leaders who joined 
yesterday’s national council of the 
pro-Awami League student body 
said they wanted the new leadership 
to play a key role in getting the party 
elected again in the next general election, 
scheduled to be held by early January 2024.

“We want such leaders who will be able to 
change the people’s negative idea of Chhatra 
League. We would like to see them fighting 

the anti-liberation forces on the streets, and 
strengthening the hands of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina ahead of the next national 
election,” said Rayhanul Kabir Shamim, deputy 
information and research affairs secretary of 
Chattogram Metropolitan BCL.

Leaders stressed the need for bringing 
back the glory days of the BCL as the 

outgoing leadership had not been free 
from controversies since President 
Al Nahean Khan Joy and General 
Secretary Lekhak Bhattacharjee 

were given its full responsibility on 
January 4, 2020.

The two were initially made the acting 
president and acting general secretary 

on September 15, 2019, after then president 
Rezwanul Haque Chowdhury Shovon and 
general secretary Golam Rabbani were removed 
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