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‘University campuses are still mainly
male-dominated spaces’

Dr Gitiara Nasreen, professor at the Department of Mass Communication and Journalism of Dhaka University, speaks to Shuprova Tasneem of
The Daily Star about sexual harassment on university campuses and media’s role in normalising sexual violence.

Incidents of violence against
and harassment of students on
campus have been in the news
quite a few times this year. Do
you think university authorities
are failing to make campuses and
classrooms safe?

In many cases, university authorities
focus more on restricting student
movement than ensuring campus
safety. And if those who are making
campuses unsafe belong to certain
groups, they are given a free pass.

Needless (o say, these restrictions
are imposed more on female
students. For example, images of
Dhaka University (DU) students
getting together on campus to watch
the football World Cup has generated
widespread discussion and praise,
especially for the fact that so many
are sitting together in an orderly
fashion, with no fights breaking out.

If we for a moment overlook the
insinuation that university students
can’t get together without fighting,
a shadow that falls over this bright
picture is the fact that barely one
percent of these students are women.
University campuses are still mainly
male-dominated spaces.

We see the same thing happening
with other co-ed activities. Recently, a
student of mine gained a TV channel
internship where she would have
to work different hours, including
the night shift. To ensure safety, the
channel provided her with a car for
travel. But the sad thing is, when her
teachers heard of this, a majority of
them - men and women - asked why
she needed to work the night shift.

Structural inequalities are
obstructing female students from
participating in everything, and when
these inequalities are normalised,

it creates a path to violence and
harassment. It enables people to
ask: why were you there at that
time? What type of clothes were you
wearing? When the responsibility
for violence is placed on the victim,
it continues. In fact, we have even
seen a few people take a stand in
different campuses with placards
commenting on women’s clothing,
further legitimising violence against
women.

Power structures also play a part
in allowing sexual violence to exist.
The fact that allegations were made
of students being abused for sex work
in a DU-affiliated college recently is
still fresh in our minds.

We are all aware of how cases
of sexual violence are hugely
underreported, and that even when
complaints are made, they become
trapped in lengthy processes of
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justice. Most of such cases pending
at DU have not been settled yet.
Sometimes, the accused are even
given various posts and benefits.
This is despite the 2009 High
Court guideline on preventing sexual
harassment which, before a law is
created, should be treated as law. The
point of this guideline is to increase
awareness on sexual harassment, to
identify it as a crime, and to inform
others of its consequences. We have
seen many cases of people being
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unclear on what counts as sexual
harassment - they don’t consider
it an offence, they argue that “boys
will be boys,” and blame the victim
instead. This only strengthens a
culture of harassment.

The first step to ending this
is spreading awareness in all
educational institutions and
workplaces. For this, the High Court
guideline has suggested creating
a special five-member committee
to accept accusations and conduct
investigations. Their role is not only
to punish, but to create awareness
through regular discussions.
However, a majority of educational
institutions have not implemented
this suggestion, and even if the
committees exist, a lion’s share of
teachers and students don’t know
about them.
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Misgovernance, corruption,
nepotism and subsequent bad debts
keep plaguing the banking landscape
of Bangladesh. Central bank data
reveals that non-performing loans
(NPL) have swelled to a whopping Tk
134,396 crore as of September this
year, accounting for 9.36 percent of
the total loans disbursed. Nearly 29
percent of the loans disbursed by
the six state-owned banks have been
defaulted on as of September. This is
despite the relaxed loan classification
rules to allow banks to window
dress their accounts and make their
financial health look sound.

According to Selim Raihan,
executive director of the South Asian
Network on Economic Modeling
(Sanem), the real amount of bad
debt should be over Tk 2 lakh crore.
The same thought was shared by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

The IMF, during a recent visit to
Bangladesh to negotiate the USD 4.5
billion loan proposal, raised concerns
once again about the sustained
spiralling of bad debts here. When
it suggested that the overall NPL
rate should be brought down to 10
percent, the central bank assured
the international lender that it was
already the case and there should
be significant improvement by June
2024.

Interestingly, while these
discussions between the IMF and
Bangladesh Bank were going on, a
dramatic episode was being staged at
one of the largest commercial banks
in the country. In the first 17 days of
November alone, a supposed gang
withdrew Tk 2,490 crore from the
Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd (IBBL) as
loans.

The total sum this gang took
from the bank amounted to around
Tk 7,000 crore, using the names of
eight companies whose addresses
exist only on paper. That these loans
were disbursed without proper
documentation of the companies
that applied has raised suspicion.
How could the IBBL sanction these
loans without due diligence?

Several other banks, including
Social Islami Bank Ltd (SIBL) and
First Security Islami Bank Ltd
(FSIBL), have also sanctioned loans

to these companies, amounting to
around Tk 2,320 crore. Since the
grace period for such loans is one
year, they must expire before we fully
understand their fate. But given the
circumstances, it would not be wrong
to predict that these debts may go
sour as well.

Investigation into the matter
revealed that some of the major
beneficiaries are linked to the
Rajshahi-based Nabil Group. When
Prothom Alo reached out to its MD
Md Aminul Islam, he said, “I have
been in business for 18 years and

One of the
benelficiaries of
the IBBL loans is
Chattogram-based
S Alam Group,
which controls the
bank. While the
group’s maximum
borrowing
entitlement is Tk
215 crore, using its
influence within
the board, it has
secured loans
amounting to Tk
30,000 crore.

there is nothing to hide. The bank
knows everything and they will speak
about my loan.”

Now the question is: if these
companies do actually belong to Nabil
Group, why were the addresses and
company names not given correctly?
Unsurprisingly, Nabil Group is also
one of the major beneficiaries of the
SIBL and FSIBL loan.

While the central bank is now
investigating the issue and have
halted loans in the name of these
shady companies, this incident has
once again exposed the irregularities
that ail our financial sector.

One of the other beneficiaries of
the IBBL loans is Chattogram-based

S Alam Group, which controls the
bank. While the group’s maximum
borrowing entitlement is Tk 215
crore, using its influence within
the board, it has secured loans
amounting to Tk 30,000 crore. It is
interesting that, recently, a concern
of S Alam Group purchased Ibis
Novena Hotel in Singapore for 170
million Singaporean dollars, which
roughly amounts to Tk 1,290 crore.

We should note that the NPL rate
in foreign banks operating in the
country stand at about 4.77 percent
because of stringent compliance
processes. But while banks and
regulators should focus on strict
enforcement of policies, especially
with regard to due diligence before
sanctioning loans, they should
also ask where this money is going.
Are they being utilised in legal or
illegal activities? Are vested quarters
laundering money abroad? To what
purpose?

This is being suggested in the
context of increased suspicious
transaction  reports (STR) and
suspicious activity reports (SAR) -
8,571 to be specific - to the Bangladesh
Financial Intelligence Unit (BFIU) in
FY 2021-22, compared to 5,280 such
reports in FY 2020-21. These cases
should be thoroughly investigated and
the criminals identified to understand
their portfolio, motivations and
transaction patterns. Investigating
these reports would also give the BIFU
a clearer picture of suspicious banking
transactions and their correlation
with money laundering.

However, none of this will matter
if nepotism and corruption in the
banking sector does not end, and the
central bank keeps creating scopes
for the banks to window-dress their
accounts. Moreover, NPLs should
be defined as per international
standards, as suggested by the IMF

making the NPL ratio a maximum
of three percent — which would put
adequate pressure on the banks.
Also, the central bank should revisit
its policy to allow individual bank
boards to decide on default loan
rescheduling and grant facilities.
Such authority should be vested with
the central bank alone if we want a
better grip on bad debts.

It’s high time the central bank and
relevant authorities ramped up their
activities and updated their policies
to bring down bad debts and curb the
defaulted loan ratio. In a situation
where Bangladesh is struggling
with depleting forex reserves and a
potential liquidity crisis, there is no
other way. The entire nation cannot
be allowed to suffer to fill up the
coffers of certain vested groups.

PHOTO: KAZI RAKIB

Instead of taking effective
measures, most campuses try to hide
incidents of sexual harassment. Yet,
if these same universities tried to
seriously prevent them, they would
only rise in everyone’s esteem.

What do you think are the biggest
mistakes journalists make when
reporting on gender-based
violence?

The biggest weakness that still exists

is that of reporters taking on the
roles of judge and jury. They end up
writing about the victim’s personal
life, the circumstances of the crime,
the victim’s age, clothing, Facebook
status, etc. Such reports present
sexual violence as unstoppable/
ordinary incidents, thus normalising
it.

We also see reports quoting police
officers, judges, etc regardless of
how off the record, biased and value-
laden their statements are. Yet, they
are presented like they are hard
facts. Instead of focusing on how
such violence is an issue of justice
that negatively impacts society, and
instead of writing follow-up reports
that investigate the process of justice,
most reports on violence only make
us feel hopeless about a horrific state
of affairs.

We know that the concepts of
“shame” and “honour” still hold
a lot of currency in Bangladeshi
society, which heavily discourages
victims from reporting their
abuse. How can the media help in
changing this?

The problem starts when we interpret
honour, and what destroys it, as we
please. I think linking the concept
of honour with a woman’s body is
dishonourable in itself. Why should
we call a crime dishonour? The

fact that we still think these crimes
destroy the victim’s and her family’s
honour is the reason why, even after
the momentous struggle that led to
our independence, the women who
were raped in 1971 are still considered
outcasts in many quarters of our
society.

Regrettably, mass media often
reinforces such mindsets. Words
like “dishonour” are used regularly.
Movies and telefilms tell us that if a
person is raped, the only way out is
suicide. Even in the case of political
crimes, we see media comment on
the personal lives of the accused - it
seems scandals are considered more
newsworthy. The media is also mostly
silent on male victims of sexual
violence, who are seen as being as
“weak” as women and therefore
equally “dishonoured.”

Rational and neutral reporting
is one of the core principles of
journalism. There are a few things
that media outlets must do now to
deliver this.

Sexual violence must be identified
as a crime, and the rapist/abuser
must be identified as the perpetrator
of the crime. No other factors must
be brought into reports to explain
the violence. Finally, the media must
stop victim-blaming, and stop using
other words to describe a violent
crime.

¥ Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh Q
" Locad Gowernmant Engmeanng Degartmant IIE"
Office of the Execuiive Enginses =
District Rajshahi st i
Mima Ko, 46,22 6104 000 07,060 27 3992 Dried: (41120022
e-Tender Notice No. 15/2022-23
ETI:!‘IF‘H’ = iriviied i [he |'.|a".i|'|]a. - GP E:,-slu'n F‘:n.:d {tin ey BprocLUTe. o hll' |r|r||1l';P'I.IA':I.II'E|'I'EI1| |||!h'.=Lr:bw Pul.‘lu_ga.'l ,
. | Tander Fackage Mo, Dlascrigon of works Tendar Tenderchsing | Tander
B & Tendar |0 Mo, gdocuments iz | Gopening dele | method
sl dae & & line
{ T { ' {

1 ] 4 i ] L
1} GSID-ARISON-33 | Imprvemant of Jhing Ral Gale Jam-E-Mesque & Linon: 19132022 i P LT
Tander ID Ba Aran, Lafiluder 24 2ETERA01, Longhudn: B3 BOATESE undar T §73K0 Tiree 19081

TaPEED | Bacha Upazia, District Fajshah |
02 G3I0-ARESOW-34. | Impeovement ol Arani Shahepur Saipss Joe-E-Mesgqoe al 1922022 32022 LT
Tendér 10 Ma Unen: Arani Fourashave, Lallude 24 FTTISES. Longdude: Tieme: 17200 Time: 11:00
_ | FerTY | BAATEI10NT under Baghe Upadie, Disict Bgehahl. | |
M, | GSID-IREDOW3S | impemvemant ol Amani Chosoipara Jam-E-Meegue &l Unon: | 1102002 XTI LTH
Teander 1D Mo Acani  Polashava, Lolude: 2438660317, Loppglude; | Thee 17200 Time: 19:00
Tarfid | 8856854055 undar Haoka Updzin, Disnc Rysnahi. | e .
&, | GEI-IREDW-E | Impeovemen: of Bau Bagha Nulun Jom-E-Masoue af Ureon: | T3 Idiaiee A FIP ] LT
Tendsr 10 B Bagha Poursshewa, Ladude: 2420230623, Longhide: T 27500 Time: 19:00
| TSTM3 | BA.3235403 under Bagh Upacila, Dierict Rshahl | R .
05 EEIDARAMWITT | Impowemens of Bsgha Kandrio Gerosihan a Unicn E!-:u-gha 1932 AMR022 LT
Tander 10 Ma Pourashava, Lavtude: 24, 1ATS0845, Longitude: BH 84205004 Teme: 9T/ Timer 11:00
TarTE uricler Bagha Linezda, Distncl: Raghan |
(1] GSID-2RIZTW-38 | Impeeeemant of Merayanpor Kandio Jam-E-Masque s Lieon; 19132022 2032022 LT
Tender 1D ko Bacha Pourmsham, Lablude: 24 1BO70E28, Longhude: | Time 8770 Timae 18:00
. I6TTG | BAEQH0TIEY under Bagha Upania, Disiict Rajshahi | N -
07, | LC3ID-2RAEDW-33 | Impeovement ol Ahaj Hosoeara Kralun Raborsthan af Umon. [ERFIFIRE SME2022 LT
Tender 1D Bda Pskira, Laflude 24 TR5EX3], Langilude  BA.BISS0O5H Tiemee, 17200 Timée 14:00
: 'I'SI".“.E"" | Lr'l-:i:fﬂaghn .J-.‘n.;r!n Districh: Hn;.m.a"l | :
o4 GEID-ZREDWSD | improvement of Alakpur Kandhl para Jem-E-keanue & Unen; 193202 22 LTM
Tender 1D Ma. Pakia, Ladluds. 320197525, Longiluds - BA. 76423336 Tiener. 47500 Time: 11:00
T | underBaghaLipaoils Digbict Ragtabl, = | I
04, | GSI0-IRATNST | impeovement of Mowiika Uer para Jam-E-Wasque al Union; | TSAZRGER SEIE LTH
Tender 10 Mo Besju-Baghas, Lalihude: 24 23376617, Longiude: B BSTME60E Tlemee: 47700 Time: §4:0
| 7STTad_ | under Bagha Ugaria, Diskicl Rashah |Liimm ] A .
il GEID-AREDWLZ | Imjermmant ol Dad frur JamE Hﬂ-a;-,l.lu a Lnkee Chak 19132022 22022 LT
Tander 1D M Rajapur, Laklude; 241504, Longitase; B8 530 under Sagha Tl 172 Timee 14:00
TAFTa Lipazia, Disinct Raghani [
1t. EEI0-VRASIONES | Impeovement ol Ojhanll Heqoe Chaiman House Jame-E 191932022 20132022 LTW
Tender 1D Ma Masgue ol Uniore Sonadanga. Latude: 24 85347, Longiuda; Tieree 17 10 Time: 17:00
o Iafvas | BA7GSS5 under Bagmam Upazfl, District Rajshati. BRI A R
12 BEID-IRISOW-H | Ingrovement of Oum Uddn Bose Jem-E-Maaque al Usan: 19122022 SWM2i2022 LTH
Tender 1D Ma Soradangs Labiude: 367071, Longdude: 8070714 undsr Tiereee 3730 Time 15:00
L rarta | Bagmara Upazia, Distict Rajshahi 1 . B -
50| GEID-IREDWNES | Improveman: of Gonpur Pebapsra Jam-E-Mesque at Union: | 1901210022 HNENE ("]
Tender 1D Ma. Gonipur, Lalifede; 2659051, Longllude: BRLGISZE under Theme 47200 Thimee 14:00
_| Torra . | BagmarsUparis Diicr Ryshehi - | GERGEAON RS
W, | GI0-IRATWSS | impeovemant of Purbo Dodatpur Bacher Hal Wakils Jam-E- | T8TH21EE A EE LTH
Tender I Ma. Mazque gl Unon: Mardas, Lahfode: 2456681, Longiude: Themer 17200 Time 94:00
TSTTE | BE.A0815 under Bagmana Lipaoia, District Rajhati. |
15, | GSID-JREDWLT | imprmamant of Onalopara Wagta Jam-E-Masque a Union: LR PP R A LThd
Tander 10 Mo Mariz, Lafiude: Z4.507016 Longtuda: BH.BS1MT under | Time 170K Timee 19:00
Faf 15y Biagmars Upazia, Dislnct Asjshahi
6 GEID-IRESOWLS | Impravemiend of Gangopicea Sandepar Jam-E-Masqe al 19922022 AMEIN2 LTkA
Tender 1D Ma Unon: Mana, Laflude: 24 565607, Loagluda:  BE 541683 Tiemex 97 5K Time: 1500
| THTTHN | under Bagmars Lipazis, Disiick Rajghati. |
ir: E3I0-2RIIOW-48 | Impeovement o Teipokut Gangoisrs Saderpsd JaeE- 191 2202E 001 1 P 1 ) LT
Tender 1D Ma Mmsque al Union: Mama, Laliude! 24 578853, Longihuda: Tiena 4700 Time: 15:00
) . TETTE | BEESNAST under Bagmarn Liain, Distict; Rajghali, Lt r ¥ ] :
i, | CHID-IRETW-ET | Impervement of Bom Maa sobksy Jem-E-Vzsque el Unfon; 1832022 ol el ] LM
Tends 1D Ma, Maiz, Latlude: 24578035 Longlude: Z8.836503 undsr T 47200 Tifmee 11:00
RIS | Bemtrmany Upasiks, Dislict Fajshahi |
W, | GEI-IRETWE | Improvement of Pidcopars Foschim para Jam-E-Masque al ERFIFI A HE LTE
Tendsr 10 Ma Union: Maria, Lafitude: 2460065 Longlude: B2S55154 Tz 17200 T 1400
) 78173 | under Bagmars Upasia Diinck Reghat | .
Fil] GSID-PRIEDNWES | Improwament of Laubaria Daskhinpam  JameE-Masque al 19132022 b P LT
Tander I Mo Unicn; Cweppur, Lafiuder 24511182, Longiiude: BE TFI206 Tiemeec 472060 Timer 14:0)
ThrrE under Bagmara Lipazie, Dsinck Rajshah,
H. | GEID-LRISTW-53 | Imgeawement ol Bl Jam-E-Mazque al Usion Brawarigon 19432022 A2 LTk
Tender 10 Ma Pourashawm,  Latituder 24508439, Longifude:  BAEMEI54 Tionee 97700 Time: 14:00
| e | undar agmara Upazis, Disinck Raghat, | ]
22 ESID-IRSOW-5 | Impeowvement ol Chanpam Modhapes  Je-E-Msague  al 191222 Ll A L LThA
Tender 1D Ma Unicn; Ereweanigony Poursshess, Lalinade: 24578853, Tienc 1708 Tirme: 99:00
THITS Lomgituder B EZTETH undar Bagmara  LUparda, Disrick:
Rajhahi,
These are a9 aning lander, whees only e-Tander wil be socepted in the National eGP Porial s ne offinaard cones wil be accepled.
To submi e-Tender, regisiration in The Madons e-GF Sysies Podal Siigowww eprocars 9oy, bd) iS5 mequined
Further infemeation and guidalines are availabla in tha Mationd 0GP Sysias Poral ard from help desk (helpdesk e pmaurs ooy bd)
Md. Mastr Uddin
Exsculive Engireer
Lozl Gewf. Engineering Departmeni
Reapshali
Pron: I721-T75651
GO-2250 E-maii yen. rmishahifined.om bd




