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People of 20 villages in Sarishabari 
upazila have been experiencing 
untold sufferings for over two years 
since the bridge on the Jhenai river 
collapsed in 2020.

Road communication between 
Sarishabari and Madarganj 
upazilas remained suspended since 
a large portion the 200-metre-long 
concrete bridge on the Jhenai river 
collapsed during the flood in 2020.

As the authorities concerned 
did not take any steps about 
reconstruction of the collapsed 
bridge even after two years, 
hundreds of people of different 
villages formed a human chain 
last week, demanding immediate 
renovation or reconstruction of the 
bridge that connects two upazilas.

At the rally, Kamrabad Union 
Parishad (UP) Chairman Abdul 
Salam said, “Thousands of 
people of different villages under 

Kamrabad and Satpua unions in 
Sarishabari upazila and Shidhuli 
and Adarvita unions in Madarganj 
upazila, who use the route, are 
facing untold sufferings since the 
bridge collapsed in 2020. We urge 
the government to take immediate 
steps to repair the old bridge or 
rebuild it.”

“Students are the worst sufferers 
as they can’t attend their classes in 
time,” he said.

Kamrabad UP member Babu 
Miah said hundreds of inhabitants 
living in the western side of the 
bridge have to go to Sarishabari 
upazila headquarters for various 
reasons every day.

But due to disruption in road 
communication sometimes they 
have to wait for boats for hours, he 
added.

Farmer Hafiz Uddin of Shuakur 
village said since the bridge had 
collapsed, they have been facing 
huge troubles while carrying the 

agricultural goods to and from the 
markets. 

“We request the authorities 
concerned to repair the unusable 
bridge on an emergency basis,” he 
said. 

Housewife Laila Begum of 
Adarvita village, said they have 
to wait for hour after hour on the 
riverbank in order to get a boat.

“The government should think 
about our sufferings and repair the 
bridge as soon as possible,” Laila 
said.  

Sarishabari Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
Upazila Engineer Jahidul Hasan, 
said large part of the bridge broke 
down due to heavy current in the 
Jhenai river during the flood in 
2020. 

An expert team from the LGED 
head office visited the spot on 
several occasions and they were 
planning to build a new bridge 
beside the broken one, he added.    

Collapsed bridge not 
repaired in 2 years
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Save Ctg canal 
from grabbers
HC directs govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the 
government to stop encroachment, earth filling, 
and construction of structures in Jalkadar Khal 
(canal) in Chattogram’s Banshkhali and to submit 
a report to this court in two weeks.

The court also ordered the officials concerned 
to conduct cadastral survey and revisional survey 
of the canal and to submit a list of its land grabbers 
before it in 30 days.

The HC also issued a rule asking them to 
explain in four weeks why their inaction in this 
regard should not be declared illegal.

The bench of Justice KM Kamrul Kader and 
Justice Mohammad Ali came up with the order 
and rule after hearing a petition filed by Human 
Rights and Peace for Bangladesh.

During hearing yesterday, the petitioner’s 
lawyer Manzill Murshid told the court that 
encroachment and earth-filling of any canal are 
barred as per environment and water-bodies 
protection laws, but Jalkadar Khal in Banshkhali 
is regularly being encroached and filled up and 
structures are being built in the land of the canal.

GAIBANDHA BY-POLLS

Re-election likely 
by January 15
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission is likely to hold a re-
election to the Gaibandha-5 constituency by 
January 15.

The EC stopped the polls in the constituency on 
October 12 following electoral anomalies.

“We will try to hold the Gaibandha-5 by-polls 
by January 15… We will soon hold a meeting and 
finalise the date,” Election Commissioner Rasheda 
Sultana told reporters at the commission’s office 
in Dhaka’s Agargaon yesterday.

The 125 presiding officers, who were found 
negligent in performing duties during the October 
12 by-polls, will not be allowed to discharge duties 
in the re-elections, she said.

Earlier, the EC recommended taking 
departmental action against the 125 presiding 
officers.

Ensure their easy 
access to health 
care in the Gulf
Say speakers on migrant workers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Migration experts and public health campaigners 
yesterday said Bangladesh needs to address migrant 
workers’ health issues effectively, calling for inclusion of 
health-related clauses in bilateral agreements with host 
countries.

Although migrant workers contribute significantly 
to the development of host countries and Bangladesh’s 
progress by sending remittances, their health issues are 
often overlooked, they said at a report sharing event.

Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit 
(RMMRU) organised the event at the capital’s Jatiya Press 
Club, where the findings of the report “The Cost of Living: 
Migrant Workers’ Access to Health in the Gulf” was 
discussed.

Published last month, the report is produced by Vital 
Signs Partnership, a group of organisations in South Asia 
and Southeast Asia working together to campaign for 
better protection for low-paid migrant workers in Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. 

As a member of the group, RMMRU conducted a survey 
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All medical services 
under one roof
4 Dhaka hospitals get one stop 
emergency unit for first time
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Directorate General of the Health Services (DGHS) has 
introduced the country’s first-ever “One Stop Emergency 
and Casualty” unit (OSEC) at four hospitals in Dhaka 
yesterday, with a view to providing necessary diagnostics 
and treatment support under one roof.

As a result, patients will not need to move anywhere 
from bed for diagnosis or doctor’s advice, health officials 
said.

Any patient requiring emergency care, regardless of 
disease type, will get round-the-clock diagnosis, treatment, 
and medicine at these emergency care unit free of cost.

Health Minister Zahid Maleque inaugurated the OSEC 
as chief guest at  Kurmitola General Hospital yesterday 
afternoon.
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Posters, banners and flyers of candidates for election to the Employees’ Association at DMCH cover the entire 
hospital premises ahead of the December 8 polls. These campaign materials not only create an eyesore, but also 
litter the area. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON


