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Three of Munda
community assaulted
over land dispute

STAR REPORT

An influential man and his family members allegedly
assaulted two women and a man of the Munda
community over a longstanding land dispute in Satkhira’s
Shyamnagar on Saturday night.

Abdur Rashid Shikder, his sons Abdullah Al Hossain,
Abdullah Al Hossain Khalifa, and three other family
members went to South Kadamtali around 8:00pm
to Asit Munda’s house and beat him up, along with his
mother and wife.

The victims have been identified as Asit Munda, 40, his
mother Anar Moni, 70, and his wife Arati Rani Munda, 25.

All three injured have been admitted to Shyamnagar
Health Complex.

The families have been disputing over the piece of land
where Asit Munda lives with his family, Asit said.

Abdur Rashid Shikder claimed Asit and his family
members assaulted his mother and wife. “That is why we
beat them up. My wife is admitted to Shyamnagar hospital
after being beaten up by Asit,” said Abdur Rashid Shikder.

Nurul Islam Badal, officer-in-charge of Shyamnagar
Police Station, said police visited the place and a complaint
was filed, accusing Abdur Rashid and four to five other
family members of assault.

People suller for
casy bike strike

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The easy bike drivers enforced a half-day strike in Dinajpur
yesterday, protesting the death of one of their fellows in
the town three days ago.

The strike began at 6:00am and continued till 2:00pm,
causing sufferings to commuters.

The easy bike drivers also formed a human chain in
front of Dinajpur Press Club around noon.

Following the strike, Dinajpur municipality area, which
always remains filled with battery-run easy-bikes, wore an
empty look.

The townspeople -- especially students -- suffered the
most due to lack of vehicles. “I just came to know about
the strike. I don’t know how I will go to my destination
now,” said Alamagir Hossain from Rajbari area.

At the break of dawn, Habib climbs up a date tree to collect juice filled pitchers that he had set up the night
before. A quintessential marker of the season, date juice is a popular drink in the rural areas. To capitalise on
this demand, Habib sets up pitchers on around 60-70 trees and sells each pitcher of date juice for Tk 250-300.
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This photo was taken in Khulna’s Deyana area recently.

Dredging
of 20 rivers
starts today

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Barishal

The dredging of 20 rivers
in the country’s southern
region starts today.
Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
will run the operation at
47 points on a dozen of
waterway routes in Barishal

region.
Md Abdul Motin
Sarkar, an  additional

director of BIWTA, shared
this information  with
journalists at  Barishal
River Port yesterday.

“Our target is to remove
around three million cubic
metre silt. A total of 17
dredgers will be used in
that process, which will
continue till February next
year,” he said.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Increase budget,
upgrade curriculum

Speakers tell event on mother

tongue-based pr
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The initiative for primary education
in the mother tongue for children
of ethnic minority communities
has turned out to be less eflective
due to inadequate monitoring and
budget, speakers said at a roundtable
yesterday.

In addition to increasing the
budget, there is a need for upgrading
the curriculum, they said at the
discussion, titled “Mother tongue-
based  Primary  Education in
Bangladesh: Problem and Prospect”,
held at The Daily Star centre in the
capital.

Kapaeeng Foundation and MLE
Forum jointly organised the event,
with support from the Embassy of
Switzerland in Bangladesh.
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imary education

As per the government’s plan,
ethnic minority students would learn
exclusively in their mother tongue
from pre-primary level up to class II
and then gradually learn Bangla from
class IIL

With this aim, the government
decided (o publish textbooks in
ethnic languages in 2012. And since
2017, textbooks in Chakma, Marma,
Tripura, Sadri and Garo languages
have been distributed.

But ethnic children aren’t learning
well due to the shortage of skilled
teachers for these languages.

Under these circumstances, there is
a need for paying special attention to
address the existing gaps, speakers at
yesterday’s event said.

At the beginning of the event,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Ishraque ‘attacked’
by BCL. men

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

___ BNP leader Ishraque Hossain was
. attacked allegedly by activists of
. Chhatra League near Jagannath
| University (JnU) when he was
| distributing leaflets yesterday
| afternoon.

Ishraque alleged that he and
other activists of his party were
distributing leaflets for BNP’s
December 10 rally when BCL men
carrying iron rods attacked them, leaving

several of his party men injured.

“At least four of them were admitted to the
hospital. They also beat me up and vandalised my
vehicle,” Ishraque told reporters after the incident.

SM Akter Hussain, general secretary of JnU
unit of BCI, said a scuflle took place between
BNP men and BCL activists as Ishraque was giving
instigating speeches about Awami League leaders.

4 hurt as followers of
UP chair, JI. leader
clash in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Four people were injured in a clash between the
supporters of a UP chairman and a Jubo League
leader over “controlling sand business” in Pabna
on Saturday night.

The incident took place at Pakshey in Ishwardi
upazila.

Md Masum (35), Md Somrat Hossain (35), Md
Miraz (30) and Sweet (32) -- who are Jubo League
men -- were admitted to Ishwardi Upazila Health
Complex.

Of the injured, Masum was transferred to
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital with bullet
wounds, said locals.

Ishwardi Police Station Officer-in-Charge
Arbinda Sarkar said Pakshey Union Parishad
chairman Saifuzzaman Pintu and Jubo League
leader Obujh had previous enmity over sand
trading in the area.

Pintu claimed that he bought some sand at Tk
76 lakh with due official procedure. His men were
extracting the sand from a pile in the Hardinge
Bridge area. The clash erupted when Obujh’s
followers tried to extort money from them and
they refused to give it, he added.

Obujh did not respond to the phone calls made
by this correspondent.

No case was filed as of writing this report, said
the OC, adding that additional police personnel
were deployed in the area.
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Inspector General
Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters, Dhaka.
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M. Zannatul Hasan, BPW Bary
BP-720030R52
AlG {(ICT)
O bl of Inspecior General Bangladesh Pofice
Podice: Heedguarters, Dhaka,
Tel: G2-223355312
E-mail: adgiciiipolics pov.bd




