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Illegal auto-

rickshaw
stand thriving

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

‘Let’s see how long
BNP will stay on

the streets’
Obaidul Quader tells M’singh

AL conference
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader
yesterday alleged that BNP stole votes in the past.

Quader, also road transport and bridges minister,
said, “Seventy-one mobile phones were stolen from BNP’s
Cumilla rally. The same number of cases were recorded
regarding this. This is how they steal votes.”

He criticised BNP saying that the party activists with
their necessary belongings already started staying at the
capital’s Nayapaltan ahead of their December 10 grand
rally.

“Where did you [BNP] get money [for such a huge
arrangement|?” said the AL leader, warning them of dire
consequences.

Quader also said AL will show a true grand rally in
Chattogram, where the “pro-liberation people will gather”.

The AL leader was addressing the triennial conference
of Mymensingh district and city Awami [.eague, organised

on the district Circuit House Ground. . . :
Quader also said, “Tarique Rahman is telling [BNP Noman Ahmed, a 25-year-old man, regularly carries multiple bamboo racks over his shoulders to sell them.

activists| from London not leave the streets. He's saying He and his friends earn around Tk 12,000 and Tk 15,000 a month selling these racks to residents of university
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 and college hostels. This photo was taken in Sylhet city’s Dashpara area recently. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Hundreds of vehicles bound for Dhaka and North
Bengal go through Mymensingh city’sBangladesh-
China Friendship Bridge (Shambhuganj bridge)
every day. However, an illegal stand for auto-
rickshaws near the bridge’s entrance has been a
major source of sufferings for commuters, as its
presence leads to gridlocks.

What's worse is that the parking spot stands
on land owned by the city corporation and Roads
and Highways Department (RHD). Locals claim
both administrations are playing the role of silent
spectators while this illegal activity goes on.

Auto-rickshaw drivers are aware of the problem
but say that they have no other choice.

: B e “We don’t have an alternative parking place in
—_— TR e s the city. Besides, we pay for parking here,” said
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Says FM Momen . . . ere, s S & o

iy 75pc children with disabilities out of secondary school administrations are playing the
DIPLOMATIC role of silent spectators while
CORRESPONDENT MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR observing International Day of Disabled of Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) this illegal activity goes on.

Persons aiming to promote the rights and published in June this year said among the

Bangladesh is  exploring Around three-fourths of the children with well being of persons with disabilities in all children with disabilities, 40.55 percent

‘év(?é;eratiof Withlnclilejisae disabilities are out of the secondary school  spheres of society and development. are attending primary education and 24.36 auto rickshaw driver Sabuj Mia.
said Foreign Minister AK system, while 60 percent do not attend percent are attending secondary education. Another driver, Aziz, said, “We’re well aware of
Abdul Momen, stressing on conventional primary schools. . This report was prepared based on the menace. Sometimes ambulances get stuck in
the crucial role of India’s Accordl.ng Lo a recent government CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES interviews conducted at 36,000 households traffic for a long time. We demand an alternative
Northeastern region in .rcscarch, just eight percent of them -cnroll NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL across the country. . . parking space.”
improving bilateral ties. in carly childhood education ‘at primary _Highest 70.73 percent of children with Md Aminul Islam, assistant secretary of
Bangladesh is interested schools, with girls enrollmg at arate Qf 5.39 PRIMARY SECONDARY dlsabllmes in Chattogram'dlvlslor.l are not Mymensingh City Corporation (MCC), said they
in the overall development percent compared (o boys’ participation of ol E P attending primary education while lowest allocated an open space for the three-wheelers to
of this part of India, he 9.39 percent. ) otal 59.45pc (girls 59.34pc) | 75.64pc (qirls 73.36p¢) 34.61 percent such students in Sylhet are not park near the current stand some three years ago.
said, while addressing' the Parents clz}lmefl that desp ie a 20.09 Rural 59.41pc Rural 74.77pc attend{ng eleme’ntary education. ) But owners of the vehicles haven’t shifted yet.
inauguration of the first government directive to enroll children with “Again, the highest 88.70 percent children Drivers said that the allocated space is not that
ever Sylhet-Silchar Festival, special needs, many mainstream schools “still - |urban 59.58pc Urban 79.27pc with disabilities in Barishal division are not accessible for getting passengers, so they stay near
as chief guest, in Shilchar ref}‘lge (o accept students with disabilities. attending  primary education and lowest the bridge’s entrance.
Assam on Frid’ay. ' “Even if they are admitted by mainstream ) _ S 64.47 percent children of Rangpur division He, however, didn’t say why the authorities are
Momen  said  both primary schools, the unfriendly infr astructure ' Acgordlng to educqtlon aCU‘VlS[S,.lf SUCh a arenot attenc'hng t.he same level Qf schools. not taking a tough stance over the matter.
countries are interrelated and discouragement by t.eachers remain as situation persists, chlldren.wnh disabilities Such a grim picture was painted by the A person collecting tolls from vehicles using
in numerous ways, adding an obstacle for these children to continue  will feel segregated from society. study when the government pledged to the stand said some 12,000 three-wheelers use the
that Bangladesﬁ has their education,” said Mahbubur Rahman, a - THE SAD STATS . achieve the Sustainable Development Goal stand every day. They collect between Tk 90 and
entrusted its think-tanks guardian in the capital’s Mirpur area. Preliminary report of the National Survey with a target to eliminate gender disparities 120 from each three-wheeler.

Against this backdrop, the country is on Persons with Disabilities (NSPD) 2021

to devise measures (o SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

increase cooperation with

India, reported PTL . . . . ..
Noting that antiIndia Even if they are admlttesl by mainstream primary 15 injure d as
terror organisations have schools, the unfriendly infrastructure and . -
been routed out from its discouragement by teachers remain as an obstacle for B(], faCthIlS ___._1 s a c I o u s
soil due to his country’s these children to continue their education. SWIMMING
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