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Qatar 2022 proves football should
be open for all nations

INQIAD BIN ALI

Qatar 2022 is unravelling to be the

most unpredictable World Cup in years.
Upsets have become a staple this tourna-
ment, with heavyweights Argentina and
Germany already tasting defeats against
Saudi Arabia and Japan respectively. Even
Canada and Ghana nearly pulled off the
unthinkable against Belgium and Portugal
- only to be denied by a penalty save and
an unfortunate slip by Inaki Williams.

The scorelines of the Saudi and Japan
games illustrate only a fraction of the
bigger picture. The hunger, passion and
infectious energy shown by the players
has made a huge impression on everyone
watching the games.

During those matches, it looked as if
eleven warriors entered the field, fear-
less in their quest to bring the giants to
their knees. The Green Falcons and the
Blue Samurai have shown that perceived
inferiority means very little as long as they
have their hearts set on bringing glory to
their nations.

These results reemphasise the need for
the FIFA World Cup (FWC) to be open to
everyone. This might also be the catalyst
to finally awaken Asian football from its
eternal slumber and propel it towards
success in the world stage.

Playing against lower ranked teams not
only keep the elites grounded in reality, it
also helps spread the love of the game to
new shores. With time, footballing infra-
structures can develop, and, with growing
fan interest, these nations might become
footballing forces to be reckoned with.

The USA is a glaring example in this re-
gard. Coming into the 1950 Brazil World
Cup with a ragtag team of immigrants
looking for American citizenship, their

chances were written off from the start.
That squad comprised of schoolteach-
ers, mailmen and dishwashers. Yet, they
defied all odds in their match-up against
England and recorded a historic 1-0 win.

USs football has never looked back
since. Although they didn't appear in the
World Cup again until 1990, the seeds
were sown for football to develop. Their
efforts in developing professionalism,
tactics and infrastructure have led to the
formation of somewhat of a golden gener-
ation in US football today.

Humane romanticism towards un-
derdog stories have been around since
the beginning of time, and football is no
exception either. The feeling of revolt is

PHOTOS: REUTERS

especially turbocharged if the teams are
demeaned. The game between Wales and
Iran is a case in point.

In an interview with BBC radio, former
Wales midfielder Robbie Savage claimed,
“It's only Iran... I could still play against
them and win.”

Yet, it was Iran who emerged victo-
rious, scoring two goals in the dying
minutes of the game.

Jirgen Klinsmann, German legend
and former manager of the US national
team, also made derogatory comments
after Iran’s win against Wales, calling their
fouls “their culture”.

Making derogatory comments about
teams is indicative of nothing but self-en-

titlement. It is a blatant display of arro-
gance and unsportsmanlike behaviour.

The Disgrace of Gijon in 1982 is a hu-
miliating episode in the history of World
Cup. Needing to win by a slim margin,
West Germany and Austria treated fans
with a slugfest. Both teams refrained from
attacking after Germany scored and took
the lead. This ultimately eliminated the
free-flowing Algeria from the group stages.

Algeria’s 1982 campaign was pivotal
for the future of African football. Not only
did they become a regional powerhouse
afterwards, but their World Cup exploits
also attracted sponsors to invest in Afri-
can football with fruitful results. Since
Cameroon's quarter-final appearance in
1990, teams like Nigeria, Senegal, Ghana,
Morocco and Egypt have been constant
threats in international football.

Currently, Asian teams are following
a similar trajectory to what Africa did
three decades ago. In fact, the Japan
team which defeated Germany had eight
players playing in the top two German
football divisions. Playing top tier Euro-
pean leagues has allowed Asian players to
develop a sound understanding of tactics
and technical skills, which has translated
well in their international duties.

By allowing more teams to play, foot-
ball can be globalised to a bigger extent.
Thankfully for fans, things seem to be on
the right track as there has been talk of
expanding the World Cup to 48 teams
from 2026. With expanded formats, fans
hope it will be the start of a new era -
one where success isn't only limited to a
handful of teams.

Ingiad is a passionate Bucks fan and a cer-
tified Giannis stan. Contact him at ingiada-
li007 @gmail.com



