CITY

DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 1, 2022
AGRAHAYAN 16, 1429 BS

The Baily Star

Can Horibol
pursue his

dreams?

Detlying odds, visually
impaired boy gets GPA 5

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

“Ididn’t think I could come this far,” said a beaming
Horibol Bonarjee, a student of Moulvibazar
Government High School, who passed this year’s
Secondary School Certificate (SSC) exams.

Blind from birth, life has not been easy for the
17-year-old.

Belonging to a family of poor tea workers, he
faced many obstacles from the beginning. But
neither blindness nor other hardships he faced in
life could stop him from achieving his goal.

Defying all odds, he scored GPA 5, touching the
hearts of everyone in his locality as  well  as
those who heard his story. —_—

Horibol's  house  is
in  Hooglichhara Tea
Estate of Moulvibazar’s
Sreemangal upazila. His
Father Anil Bonarjee
and mother Vishakha
Bonarjee  both  are
workersin the tea garden.

Horibol  started his
education at a local school
run by Brac. After passing fifth
grade, he went to Moulvibazar Government High
School. Since then, he has been staying at Visually
Impaired Hostel in Moulvibazar Sadar next to the
school.

Expressing his delight, Farug Ahmad,
headteacher of the school, said the result showed
that Horibol’s hard work paid off.

“We wish him success. Hope, he will be successful
in his life,” he added.

Admitting he wasn’t expecting such a result,
Horibol said his determination pushed him this far.

“I was always motivated for studies. And my
interest in studies increased when I passed the
PECE exam. I achieved a GPA of 4.83 in that exam,
which helped me get admission to Moulvibazar
Government High School,” he said from his hostel.

“I have come a long way. Now, [ want to become
a social worker and teacher,” said Horibol, who had
to rely on a class VIII student for writing his exam
papers.

Despite his success at the SSC exam, the future
isn’t all bright for Horibol.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

This brick-making factory has been running right beside a protected forest for years, with no clearance from
the DoE. According to the law, setting up such an establishment within 2 km of a forest is illegal; this factory is
within 200 metres. This photo was taken recently.

PHOTO: STAR

As il rules don’t
apply to him

Zilla parishad chairman running brick factory beside a forest

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Witness killed
by rape accused

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A witness of a gangrape case was allegedly killed by the
accused on Tuesday in Bagerhat Sadar upazila.

The deceased was identified as Shamim Hawladar, a
resident of the upazila’s Bara Banshbaria area.

Shamim’s family and police said he was a cousin of the
victim, who was raped on July 25 by a group of criminals.

The victim filed a case against them on the same day.

Feroz Hawlader (40), his brother Faruq Hawlader (55),
and their relatives Afzal Hawlader and Hriday Hawlader
of Bara Banshbaria area, along with some five to six
unnamed persons, were made accused in the case.

Shamim, who was one of the witnesses of the case,
came under attack by the accused on Tuesday evening
around 7:30pm in the village.

“Firoz Hawlader led the attack,” said Shamim’s wife
Hira Begum.

Shamim, who was critically injured, was rushed to
Bagerhat Sadar Hospital. He was later shifted to Khulna
Medical College Hospital as his condition deteriorated.

Shamim succumbed to his injuries around 11:30pm at
KMCH while undergoing treatment, said his wife.

“I want the Kkillers of my husband to be punished,” she
said.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

CHATTOGRAM CANAL
Body parts
suspected to be
Ayat’s recovered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

. Members of Police Bureau of

The newly-elected Chattogram
zilla parishad chairman has set
up a brick-making factory right
beside a protected forest in the
district’s Fatikchhari upazila. The
factory is operating without any
clearance from the Department of
Environment (DoFE).

Chairman ATM Pearul Islam,
also vice president of Awami
League’s Chattogram north district
unit, started building the factory
in the upazila’s Shubonchari area
in 2013. The establishment started
operation in 2019.

Manufacturing and Brick the factory. The establishment has
Kiln  Establishment  (Control) been polluting the neighbourhood
(Amendment) Act 2019, brick- by burning coal.

making factories cannot be within
2km of any forest, and such
establishments cannot operate
without obtaining licences and
environment clearance certificates
from the DoF. Before this act was
passed, the restriction was within
1km.

But this correspondent recently
visited the area and saw the brick
factory within about 200 metres
of the protected forest and the
surrounding hills.

Locals, seeking anonymity, said

This correspondent also found
that a hill near the factory is being
cut, and the soil is being used to
make bricks.

Mofidul Alam, director of the
DoFE’s Chattogram region, told The
Daily Star that earlier, the factory
obtained environmental clearance
through fraudulent means. “DoE
revoked that clearance, issued
in 2017. The factory has been
operating without clearance for
years, which is completely illegal.”

He claimed that according to

According to  the
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hills were chopped to establish

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

‘Implement CHT peace
accord, ensure stability’

Eminent citizens urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

On the eve of the 25th anniversary of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord, forty-
one eminent citizens of the country
yesterday called upon the government to
fully implement the accord and ensure
peace and stability in the region.

The accord, also known as the CHT
peace accord, was signed on December
2, 1997, between the government
and regional political party Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti -
which brought an end to an armed
conflict.

In a statement, they called upon
the government to show its visible
commitment and support for the

effective functioning of the CHT Land
Commission, which was formed under
the accord.

They also stressed the allocation of
the required budget and recruitment of
the workforce to the commission.

Although the CHT ILand Dispute
Resolution  Commission Act  was
formulated in 2001 in line with the
accord, the commission is yet to start its
activities properly due to the absence of
rules, the eminent citizens said.

“We are deeply worried as the CHT
Land Commission has been kept
nonfunctional,” reads the statement.

The eminent citizens urged the
government to nationally address any

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

. Investigation (PBI) yesterday

. recovered two severed legs from a

| Chattogram canal close to the area

| where the prime accused in the

| murder of a five-year-old girl said
he had dumped her body parts.

PBI Inspector Manaj Dey, also

the case’s investigation officer, said

they suspected the limbs used to belong

to Alina Islam Ayat, the five-year-old girl

who went missing from EPZ area on November 15.

“We will send the body parts for forensic and
DNA test to confirm whether it belonged to Ayat,”
said Manaj.

PBI officials recovered the limbs from the
Akmal Ali Ghat canal area in the city’s Outer Ring
road around 4:00pm, he said.

On November 25, PBI officials arrested Abir
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Over 300 workers
to get back
Insurance money

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

South Korea will arrange insurance money for
more than 300 Bangladeshi workers who returned
from Korea without collecting the amount that
they were entitled to.

According (o a statement of the Korean embassy
in Dhaka issued yesterday, all Bangladeshi workers
going to Korea under Employment Permit System
get insurance coverage.

They bring that money home when they return
after working for the stipulated period. However,
sometimes the migrants forget to collect that
money. The amount of money for each migrant
ranges from Tk 30,000 to Tk 3 lakh.

Over the years, Human Resources Department

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

NID SERVICES
Stop the

harassment

Hijra community

urges CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Hijra
community  yesterday
demanded an end to
the harassment they
face while correcting
information on their
NID cards.

Leaders of Shustha
Jibon -- an organisation
of the Hijra community
-~ who were holding

Government of People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD

Jamalpur Road Division

Telephone : 0981-64826
Fax : 0981-63691

E-mail: eejam@rhd.gov.bd
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e-Tender Notice

wifass- 9s/53/28

These are online Tenders, where only e-Tender will be accepted in e-GP portal and no off line/hard copies will be
accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on &-GP system Portal (http://www eprocure.qov.bd).

e-Tenders are invited in e-GP system Partal (hitp:/f'www.eprocure,gov.bd) by the Executive Engineer, RHD, Jamalpur
Road Division, Jamalpur for the procurement of below mentioned work :

Name of work

Particular Information

a meeting with Chief s1 |
Election Commissioner No. |
Kazi Habibul  Awal,

reserved seats for their

said they want three 1
community at  the |

parliament. i
Shustha Jibon Chair ‘
Parbati Ahmed said l

many of them have
NID cards with a male
identity. |
“If members of the L
community show the
card anywhere, the
authorities do not accept
it as we look different.
We have been a victim
of discrimination,” said
Parbati.
They become

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

GD-2224

01. |Repair of Damaged Road by Providing Earth filling, Repair of |e-Tender details can be downloaded from
potholes, Aggregate base type -l| Carpeting, Seal Coat & Protective [29-11-2022 to 14-12-2022 17:00 on e-GP
works at 1st(p), 3rd (p), 4th(p), 16th (p),18th (p) & 22nd km of |system Portal (http://www eprocure.gov.bd)
%Bakshtgnnj- Shanandabari - Char Razlbpur (Z-4615) Road under for pursue.

|Jamalpur Road Division during the year 2022-2023.

EFackage No e-GPe-10/JRD/2022-2023 (ID- 757842)

e-Tenders will be accepted only uplo
15-12-2022, 12:15, Accepted tenders will
be opened online immediately afier
15-12-2022, 12.15.

AT

(Pankaj BRowmik)
1D No. 602209
Executive Engineer (CC) RHD
Road Division, Jamalpur




