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‘Golden era’ of UK-
China ties is over
Says British PM Sunak

REUTERS, London

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has said that the 
so-called “golden era” of relations with China was over, 
saying Beijing’s “systemic challenge” to Britain’s interests 
and values was growing more acute.

In his first major foreign policy speech on Monday 
evening, Sunak said Britain’s approach to China needed 
to evolve and Beijing was “consciously competing for 
global influence using all the levers of state power”.

“Let’s be clear, the so-called ‘golden era’ is over, along 
with the naive idea that trade would lead to social and 
political reform,” Sunak said in London’s financial district, 
a reference to former finance minister George Osborne’s 
description of Sino-British ties in 2015. 

Some in Sunak’s Conservative Party have been critical 
of Sunak, regarding him as less hawkish on China than 
his predecessor Liz Truss. 

All regions saw 
water extremes in 

2021: UN 
AFP, Geneva

All regions of the world saw water extremes last year 
-- both floods and droughts -- and billions of people 
had insufficient freshwater, the United Nations said 
yesterday.

Large areas of the planet recorded drier than nor-
mal conditions in 2021, the UN’s World Meteorologi-
cal Organization said in its first annual State of Glob-
al Water Resources report.

The report assesses the effects of changes in the 
climate, environment and society on the Earth’s 
freshwater resources -- limited supplies that are un-
der growing demand -- so they can be managed bet-
ter.

“The impacts of climate change are often felt 
through water -- more intense and frequent droughts, 
more extreme flooding, more erratic seasonal rainfall 
and accelerated melting of glaciers -- with cascading 
effects on economies, ecosystems and all aspects of 
our daily lives,” said WMO head Petteri Taalas.

“And yet there is insufficient understanding of 
changes in the distribution, quantity and quality of 
freshwater resources.”

Some 3.6 billion people face inadequate access to 
freshwater at least one month per year. That is fore-
cast to rise to more than five billion by 2050, the re-
port said.

Between 2001 and 2018, 74 percent of all natural 
disasters were water-related, according to UN studies.

In 2021, all regions saw devastating water ex-
tremes, the report said.

There were record-breaking floods in western 
Europe and the Amazon, while water levels in rivers 
in Paraguay and southern Brazil dropped to an all-
time low.

ANTI-LOCKDOWN PROTESTS

Chinese cities under 
heavy policing
AFP, Shanghai

Security services were out in force across China’s major 
cities yesterday, which for the time being appeared to have 
quelled nationwide protests calling for political freedoms 
and an end to Covid lockdowns.

The country’s leadership faced a weekend of protests 
not seen in decades as anger over unrelenting lockdowns 
fuelled deep-rooted frustration with its political system.

A deadly fire last week in Urumqi, the capital of the 
northwestern region of Xinjiang, was the catalyst for the 
outrage, with protesters taking to the streets in cities 
around China.

The demonstrators said Covid curbs were to blame 
for hampering rescue efforts, claims the government 
has denied as it accused “forces with ulterior motives” of 
linking the fire to the strict Covid controls. By yesterday 
evening, a heavy police presence of hundreds of officers 
appeared to have been drawn back from the streets of a 
rain-drenched Shanghai.

West Bank violence flares
At least four Palestinians killed; Israeli woman soldier 

wounded in car-ramming incident

AFP, Ramallah

Israeli troops shot dead three Pales-
tinians in the occupied West Bank 
yesterday, Palestinian officials said, 
before a suspected car-ramming 
attacker was killed after wounding 
an Israeli soldier, Israeli medics and 
the army said.

The army confirmed its troops 
had fired on “rioters” who attacked 
soldiers in two separate clashes in 
the West Bank overnight.

The 20-year-old woman soldier 
was “moderately injured and evac-
uated to a hospital for medical 
treatment” following the suspected 
car-ramming north of Jerusalem, 
the army said. Jerusalem’s Shaare 
Tzedek hospital confirmed the al-

leged attacker had been killed.
The West Bank has suffered spi-

ralling violence this year, with near 
daily Israeli army raids leading to 
scores of deaths -- of Palestinian 
fighters and also civilians -- while 
Jewish settlers have been increas-
ingly targeted by at times deadly 
Palestinian violence.

In Kafr Ein, near Ramallah, two 
brothers were killed by Israeli fire, 
the Palestinian health ministry said.

A third man died of bullet 
wounds to the head fired by Israe-
li troops in Beit Ummar, near the 
flashpoint city of Hebron, the min-
istry said.

Commenting on the Beit Um-
mar clash, the Israeli army said it 
had opened fire on “rioters” who 
“hurled rocks and improvised ex-
plosive devices at the soldiers” after 
two vehicles got stuck during an 
“operation patrol” in the area.

Palestinian official news agency 
Wafa named the dead man as Mufid 
Mahmud Khalil, 44, from the Beit 
Ummar area. 

The Israeli army said “a violent 
riot was instigated by a number of 
suspects,” during “routine” over-
night activity in the Kafr Ein area.

I believe the Japanese government cannot be asleep 
at the wheel with the North Korean missile flights 

over their territory.
South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol


