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our attitude and perception 
towards women, over 90 
percent of such problems 
will be resolved.”

“In the last 30 years, the 
media and women came 
a long way together. And 
that has been the result 
of women’s movement 
and activism, that many 
of us have been involved 
in the last three decades, 
directly working with the 
media through training, 
discussions, seminars,” 
said Shaheen Anam. 

“The media has a very 
important role. But they 

are not the only medium 
to influence our attitude 
and perception. Solidarity 
within the media is 
important. A woman has 
to bring up other women 
along with them to senior-
level positions and policy-
making positions,” she 
added.

During the question-
answer session, speakers 
said until women reach 
key positions in the 
newsrooms, the media’s 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
will continue to be 
driven by male-centric 
perspectives.

They urged the media 
houses to address the 
situation promptly.

Prof Kaberi Gayen 
of Dhaka University, 
journalists Reaz Ahmad, 
Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul, 
Talat Mamun and others 
participated in the 
discussion conducted 
by Shuprova Tasneem, 
editorial assistant of The 
Daily Star.

Ambassador of Sweden 
Alexandra Berg von Linde 
and Matthijs J Woudstra, 
charge d’affaires at the 
Netherlands embassy, were 
also present.

To honour the women
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The categories are 
“Entrepreneur/Startup”, 
“Sports”, “Agriculture”, 
“Education”, “Social Welfare”, 
“Culture”, “Technology”, 
“Architect”, “Writer”, 
“Journalist”, “Development 
Sector”, and “Corporate”. 

The entire award process 
will be organised by The 
Daily Star.

At the conference, 
Tajdin Hassan, chief 
business officer of The 

Daily Star, said, “As per our 
motto, The Daily Star has 
always operated ‘fearlessly’. 
That’s why we want to 
honour those women who, 
despite all the obstacles, 
have remained steadfast 
for their goals day after 
day. At the same time, our 
thinking aligns with bti’s. 
So, we are delighted to be 
working together with bti.”

FR Khan said, “bti 
always believes in women 
empowerment and works to 

that end too. Through this 
initiative, we wish to honour 
all our women working for 
society and contributing 
to the nation. We are also 
very happy that The Daily 
Star remains with us in this 
prestigious event.”

The application process 
will start on December 5. 
Those who wish to register 
can visit “btistellarwomen.
thedailystar.net” to know 
the next steps and rules of 
participation.

DDT disposal
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such substances. Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) 
is supporting the disposal 
of the 500 tonnes by 
providing a fund of around 
Tk 70.09 crore.

The DDT will be destroyed 
under “The Pesticide Risk 
Reduction in Bangladesh” 
project, with involvement 
of the DoE, Department 
of Agricultural Extension, 
DGHS, and Department of 
Fisheries.

According to FAO 
officials, authorities will 
start loading the pesticide 
onto a ship from today. The 
ship entered Bangladesh 
territory yesterday. It will 
go through ports of 12 
countries before reaching 
France to raise awareness 
in those countries about 
the issue.

They said it will take four 
to five days to finish loading 
the DDT powder. FAO 

staffers and government 
officials have been involved 
in properly packaging the 
substance since mid 2021.

The hazardous powder 
will be destroyed at a plant 
in France. Bangladesh 
signed the Stockholm 
convention in 2001. It 
banned use of DDT powder 
in 1989, after importing the 
substance for four years.

Saso Martinov, senior 
technical adviser of FAO, 
told The Daily Star that the 
whole process was delayed 
because the mechanism 
to destroy DDT is complex 
and time consuming. Only 
a few countries have plants 
to destroy the harmful 
substance. 

Mark Davis, senior 
technical adviser of 
Pesticide Risk Reduction 
in Bangladesh, said that 
authorities have completed 
the process to destroy DDT.

In 2007, an initiative 

was taken to destroy the 
DDT pesticides under the 
project. It has taken 14 years 
to come to this stage due to 
various reasons, including 
fund complexity.
HOW DDT CAME TO CTG

In mid-1984, the 
government signed an 
agreement to import 1,000 
tonnes of DDT powder 
from Pakistan to control 
malaria. A consignment 
of 500 tonnes arrived at 
Chattogram port in the 
first phase in early 1985.

On March 19, 1985, 
four samples of the DDT 
were sent to the WHO in 
Geneva and Dhaka Testing 
Laboratory. After test 
reports stated that the 
substance was substandard, 
the government asked 
the Pakistani supplier -- 
Exchange International 
Limited -- to take the 
consignment back. But it 
did not do so.
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23rd death 
anniv of Syed 
Mahbubul 
Haque today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T h e 
23rddeath 
anniversary 
of Syed 
Mahbubul 
H a q u e 
( B e n u 
Mia), a 
prominent freedom fighter 
in Magura, will be observed 
today.

Mahbubul, who was also 
a leading businessman in 
the district, passed away at 
the age of 72.

Relatives and admirers 
have been requested to pray 
for the eternal peace of all 
departed souls including 
Mahbub.

Visionary banker
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for a Bengali-owned bank. 
This came to fruition in 
1965 when he joined the 
newly established Eastern 
Banking Corporation. 

Soon after, he was 
put in charge of the key 
portfolios of planning 
and development, audit 
and inspection, and 
correspondent banking.

After Bangladesh’s 
independence, Amin 
succeeded to secure the 
then British government’s 
approval for transferring 
ownership of Eastern 
Banking Corporation’s 
London branch to 
Bangladesh government.

Even, Amin could 
protect the foreign 
currencies reserved in 
the branch that later 
went under ownership of 
Bangladesh government.

Later, the Eastern 

Banking Corporation’s 
London branch was 
renamed as Uttara Bank. 
It was the first foreign 
branch of any bank of 
Bangladesh. The branch 
was inaugurated on March 
30, 1972.

This is considered as 
one of the outstanding 
achievements in 
Bangladesh’s banking 
sector.

Amin wrote an auto-
biography titled Bidheshe 
Prothom Bangladeshi 
Banker Shakha Kholar 
Nepottho Kahini that was 
published in 2021.

The book recounts 
Amin’s journey as a young 
Bangalee banker starting 
in the Pakistan era and 
transitioned into the non-
cooperation movement 
of the shadow Awami 
League government that 
ignited the 1971 war of 
independence and the 

ensuing challenges of 
nation building.

From a historical 
perspective, the book serves 
as an important document 
that records the pivotal role 
played by Amin and other 
Bangalee bankers in the 
banking and finance side of 
the liberation struggle.

Amin was a visionary 
banker who took various 
measures in banking 
sectors that helped grow 
industries in the country. 
After retiring, he became 
the independent director of 
MTB bank and Bank Asia.

Late Razia Khan Amin, 
one of the most prominent 
writers of modern 
Bangladeshi literature 
and a teacher of Dhaka 
University, was his wife. 

His daughter Aasha 
Mehreen Amin is working 
as the joint editor of The 
Daily Star.

No way out
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also chase away our fishing 
boats from Bangladesh’s 
maritime territory.”

Golam Mostafa 
Chowdhury, president 
of Barguna District 
Fishing Trawler Owners 
Association, said fishers are 
not eligible for a bank loan 
as fishing is not recognised 
as an “industry” yet. 

Speaking as the chief 
guest, Ataur Rahman 
Khan, chief scientific 
officer (planning and 
survey) at the Department 
of Fisheries, said they 
will address these issues 
through the government-
level plans and policies.

Nazma Yeasmin, BILS 
director (research and 
development), gave the 
opening speech, while 
Anwar Hossain, president 
of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi 
Sramik Dal, presided over 
the discussion.

Key planner took shelter
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accused in the case filed 
with Kotwali Police Station 
on November 20 centring 
the snatching incident.

CTTC inspector Abul 
Kalam Azad yesterday 
produced the three before a 
Dhaka court, showing them 
arrested in the militant 
snatching case, and sought 
for ten-day remand.

After hearing, the court 
granted a three-day remand 
for interrogation. Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Shakil Ahmed passed 
the order.

On November 20, two 
militants -- Moinul Hasan 
Shamim alias Samir alias 
Sifat alias Imran, and Abu 
Siddiq Sohel alias Sakib 
alias Sajid alias Shahab -- 

were snatched from police 
custody and whisked away 
when they were returning 
to jail after a hearing in a 
Dhaka court.

Meanwhile, Home 
Minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan yesterday asked the 
jail authorities to be alert 
so that militants in prison 
do not carry out antisocial 
and anti-state activities.

Dengue
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“The government will 
have to form their body or 
policy to tackle the Aedes 
mosquito situation and will 
also have to manage all of 
their logistics from the lean 
period so that they can not 
face any difficulties during 
the outbreak next year.”

“We have failed to find 
out breeding sites. We have 
to be active during the lean 
period to overcome the 
weaknesses of this year,” he 
said.

“An effective insecticide 
needs to be introduced and 
registered for the people to 
use it, along with modern 
fogging machines. We had 
given advice to the city 
corporations several times 
in this regard but they did 
not pay any heed in this 
regard,” he added. 

Saifur also mentioned 
that surveillance is crucial 
and the authorities will 
have to form a monitoring 
cell for the activities. 

“Dengue has already 
reached its peak this year 
and started declining. 
However, the number of 
patients is still massive. 
The authorities need to 
continue their activities 
to curb mosquitoes,” said 
Entomologist Manzur A 
Chowdhury. 
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