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Pakistan Taliban 
end ceasefire
Order nationwide attacks

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s Taliban said yesterday they have 
called off a shaky ceasefire agreed with the 
government in June and ordered fighters 
to stage attacks across the country.

Tehreek–e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
a separate entity to the Taliban in 
Afghanistan but sharing a similar Islamist 
ideology, have been responsible for dozens 
of violent attacks and hundreds of deaths 
across Pakistan since emerging in 2007.

“As military operations are ongoing 
against mujahideen in different areas ... so 
it is imperative for you to carry out attacks 
wherever you can in the entire country,” it 
said in a statement.  

The TTP held sway over vast tracts of 
Pakistan’s rugged tribal belt for a time, 
imposing a radical version of Islamic law.

Its fighters were largely driven out of 
Pakistan into neighbouring Afghanistan 
from 2010.

Iran rejects UN 
probe into protests
Prominent actor freed on bail
AGENCIES

Iran will reject a newly-appointed independent UN 
investigation into the country’s repression of anti-
government protests, the foreign ministry said yesterday, 
as demonstrations showed no sign of abating.

“Iran will have no cooperation with the political 
committee formed by the UN Rights Council,” ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani said. 

The UN Rights Council voted on Thursday to appoint a 
probe into Iran’s deadly crackdown on protests. 

Volker Turk, the UN rights commissioner, had earlier 
demanded that Iran end its “disproportionate” use of 
force in quashing protests that erupted after the death in 
custody of 22-year old Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini on 
September 16, reports Reuters.

Meanwhile, a prominent Iranian actor has been released 
on bail more than a week after her arrest for having 
supported nationwide protests, local media reported.
Hengameh Ghaziani “was released today based on an or-
der from judicial authorities,” IRNA reported late Sunday.
The protests have particularly focused on women’s rights 
- Amini was detained by morality police for attire deemed 
inappropriate under Iran’s Islamic dress code - but have 
also called for the fall of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

Students hold up placards including blank white sheets of paper on the campus of the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, in solidarity with protests held on the mainland over Beijing’s Covid-19 restrictions, in Hong Kong 
yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

China moves to curb 
nationwide protests

Security forces detain people, assault BBC journo

AFP, Shanghai

Chinese security forces detained people 
and appeared to prevent a planned protest 
yesterday as authorities worked to stamp out 
widening dissent seeking political freedoms 
and an end to Covid lockdowns.

People have taken to the streets in major 
cities and gathered at university campuses 
across China in a wave of protests not seen 
since pro-democracy rallies in 1989 were 
crushed.

A deadly fire last week in Urumqi, the 
capital of northwest China’s Xinjiang region, 
was the catalyst for the public anger, with 
many blaming Covid-19 lockdowns for 
hampering rescue efforts.

Beijing accused “forces with ulterior 
motives” for linking the fire to Covid measures, 
saying yesterday local authorities had “made 
clear the facts and refuted this information 

and smears”.
At an area in the economic hub of Shanghai 

where demonstrators gathered at the 
weekend, AFP witnessed police leading three 
people away. China’s censors also worked to 
scrub signs of the social media-driven rallies.

A planned protest in the capital Beijing 
later yesterday came to nothing as several 
dozen police officers and vans choked a 
crossroad near the assembly point in western 
Haidian district.

Police vehicles lined the road to nearby 
Sitong Bridge, where a lone protester hung 
banners last month denouncing President Xi 
Jinping before being detained.
The BBC said one of its journalists had been 
arrested and beaten by police while covering 
the Shanghai protests, although China’s for-
eign ministry said the reporter had not identi-
fied himself as such.

ADANI PORT

36 cops hurt 
in clash with 
protesters
REUTERS, Kochi

As many as 36 police 
were injured in clashes 
with protesters in India’s 
southern state of Kerala 
who were demanding the 
release of a person arrested 
during a demonstration 
against a $900-million 
port project of the Adani 
Group, officials said.

The growing agitation 
is a major headache for 
Adani’s ports and logistics 
business worth $23 billion. 

The location of the port 
on India’s southern tip 
is seen as key to winning 
business from ports in 
Dubai, Singapore and Sri 
Lanka.
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companies were sister 
concerns of Rajshahi-based 
Nabil Group.

Officials at Islami Bank 
said that most of the 
companies had mentioned 
fake address in their loan 
application forms.

Of the total amount 
disbursed, Islami bank’s 
Gulshan Circle-2 branch 
gave Tk 1,011 crore to Nabil 
Grain Crops in July even 
though the company had 
opened an account with 
the branch in March. The 
firm gave an address in 
Banani which turned out 
to be fake.

The allegations against 
the country’s biggest 
private bank, in terms 
of deposits and loans, 
surfaced five years after 
a Chattogram-based 
business group took over 
the bank violating norms. 

The group had appointed 
some representatives of 
“companies” under its 
umbrella as directors of 
the bank. The “companies” 
existed only on paper.

Marts Business Ltd, 
which took out a loan of Tk 

981 crore from Islami Bank 
between November 1 and 
November 10 this year, gave 
a fake address. 

Similarly, Naba Agro 
Trade International gave 
a fake address in Rajshahi 
to take out Tk 1,124 crore 
in loans between April and 
July this year.

International Product 
Palace got Tk 545 crore 
from the bank within just 
three days of seeking the 
loans in September. It too 
gave a fake address. 

Islami Bank, which follows 
Shariah-based principle, 
calls loans investments. 
The bank requires vouchers 
of products and services 
against its investments in a 
firm.

Islami Bank did not 
collect any vouchers in most 
of the cases concerned and 
gave out loans following 
instructions of senior 
management and the 
board of directors, sources 
said. 

Md Aminul Islam, 
managing director of 
Nabil Group, could not be 
reached over the phone for 
comments.

Casemiro screamer
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and green in the stands 
coming when the big 
screen showed two-time 
World Cup-winning striker 
Ronaldo in the stands.

Vinicius had the best 
chance of the opening 
period when he connected 
with a Raphinha cross at 
the back post in the 27th 
minute, but Yann Sommer 
tipped the Real Madrid 
winger’s effort behind.

Switzerland were 
without one of their main 
creative sparks in Xherdan 
Shaqiri, who was missing 
due to an apparent thigh 
problem and replaced by 
Fabian Rieder.

That Tite was not 
satisfied with Brazil’s first-
half showing was clear 

when he hooked Paqueta 
at half-time and sent on 
Rodrygo.

The 21-year-old was 
involved when Brazil 
thought they had taken 
the lead just after the 
hour mark, helping gain 
possession in midfield 
before Casemiro released 
Vinicius to run through 
and beat Sommer.

But the celebrations were 
cut shot as the goal was 
disallowed by VAR for an 
offside against Richarlison.

Tite turned to his bench 
and sent on more fresh 
attackers in Gabriel Jesus 
and Antony, but the goal 
finally arrived from one of 
the least likely sources in 
Casemiro and Brazil saw 
out a deserved victory.


