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A 6-year-old case now in limelight
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Two other charge-sheeted 
accused -- Edi Amin and 
Mehedi Hasan Omi  -- were 
out on bail in the 2016 
terrorism case.

Amin has surrendered 
to a Dhaka court and 
Mehedi was arrested in 
the case filed with Kotwali 
Police Station over the 
November 20 incident. 
Both played the role of 
coordinator and planner 
behind the snatching 
of the two militants, 
investigators say.

The charge sheet in 
the 2016 case mentioned 
names of three top trainers 
of the outfit -- Ayman alias 
Moshiur Rahman, Tanvir 
alias Samad and Omar 
Faruq.

Of them, Ayman is the 
current military wing 
chief of Ansar Al Islam. 
He led the plan to snatch 
the militants, say CTTC 
officials.

Tanvir is an expert 

on IED and Faruq on 
theoretical issues, they said.

All three trainers are 
now on the run.

On November 20, 
militants tried to snatch 
away two other militants 
-- Abdus Sabur and Arafat. 
But police managed to 
prevent it.

Interestingly, both of 
them were also named in 
the charge sheet of the 
Mohammadpur case -- 
Sabur took training in the 
first batch and Arafat in 
the second batch at Zia’s 
training centre.

These two are in jail now.
Ahamedul Islam, 

an additional deputy 
commissioner of CTTC, 
told The Daily Star 
yesterday that they got 
details about Ansar Al 
Islam by investigating the 
case.

“We got a brief idea of 
the outfit members and 
leadership from the case,” 
he added.

The court framed 
the charges against the 
accused on November 
20, minutes before the 
militants escaped, and 
fixed January 5 for starting 
the trial, according to court 
sources.

Police raid BNP leader
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Mia, the officer-in-charge 
of the police station, said 
the house was raided 
because police had 
information that a group 
of people gathered on 

Dhanmondi-1 to carry out 
an act of sabotage.

Several individuals have 
been picked up, he said, 
adding that he didn’t know 
whether the team entered 
the house.  

Water transport strike withdrawn
FROM PAGE 5

A total of 35 bigger vessels 
-- carrying around 7.50 
lakh tonnes of imported 
bulk goods -- remained 
idle at the outer anchorage 
of the port due to the 
stalemate.

Moreover, 715 lighter 
vessels -- loaded with 9.50 
tonnes of bulk goods -- also 
got stranded at 41 different 
destinations across the 
country.

Operations of 
passenger’s vessels also 
resumed at the capital’s 
Sadarghat launch terminal, 
said Alamgir Kabir, joint 
director of Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport 
Authority (BIWTA).

Earlier, the workers 
enforced work abstention 
across the country since 
the early hours of Sunday to 
press home their 10-point 
demand, including a pay 
hike.

The workers’ demands 
include a minimum 
monthly wage of Tk 
20,000, instead of the 

existing minimum wage 
of around Tk 7,000, and 
compensation of Tk 10 
lakh in case a worker dies 
of natural causes or an 
accident while on duty.

Meanwhile, passengers 
across the country 
yesterday faced hardships 
for the second consecutive 
day due to work abstention.

Movement of all types 
of passenger launches in 
all the waterways across 
the country remained 
suspended all day long.

Many passengers were 
seen returning from launch 
terminals in the southern 
part of the country after 
failing to avail transport.

Visiting the capital’s 
Sadarghat launch terminal 
yesterday morning, it was 
seen that the terminal took 
a deserted look as launch 
operations remained 
suspended.

Some people came to 
the terminal with the hope 
to get a launch which they 
did not get.

“I came to the terminal 

yesterday (Sunday). But I 
found no launch. I have 
again come here today 
(Monday). A similar 
situation is prevailing 
here,” said Ilias Ali, who was 
looking for a Chandpur-
bound launch.

“I needed to go to 
Dhaka today (Monday) for 
an emergency but could 
not. So now I’m returning 
home,” said Laila Begum 
at the Patuakhali launch 
terminal.

Abdur Rahman Mia, a 
resident of Chiknikandi 
area of Patuakhali’s 
Galachipa upazila, said he 
did not know about the 
strike.

“It was not right to halt 
launch services like this. 
How are we going to travel 
now? If I had been informed 
in advance, I would try to 
pick an alternative route,” 
he added.

[Our correspondents 
from Chattogram and 
Patuakhali contributed to 
the report] 

Jewellers attack
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On the night of October 
26, around 28 bhori of gold 
jewellery were stolen from 
the house of journalist 
Ashraful Kabir at the city’s 
Laladighir Par area. He 
later filed a theft case with 
Kotwali Police Station.

Police recently arrested 
three persons over the 
theft, and based on the 
arrestees’ statement, 
raided “Venus Jewellers” 
amid the presence of 
journalists.

Maruf said, “At one 
point of the police search, 
gold traders of the market 
locked into an altercation 
and tried to confine the 
journalists and police. 
Later, they attacked the 
journalists when the latter 
were recording videos.”

A case over the attack 
will be filed, he added.

Staff of the market’s 
jewellers also blocked 
Zindabazar road for around 
an hour protesting the raid 

and journalists’ presence, 
said Ayatur Rahman, 
president of Haque Super 
Market Bebshayi Samity.

Azhabar Ali Sheikh, 
deputy commissioner of 
Sylhet Metropolitan Police, 
said, “During the raid in 
the afternoon, the jeweller 
[Venus] denied the thief’s 
claim of selling gold to it. 
Later that day, we searched 
a thief’s house and found 
a receipt of the jewellery 
store.”

“A jeweller can buy 
used gold jewellery, but all 
related documents of the 
seller and proof of previous 
legal purchase must be 
kept. However, this jeweller 
did not follow the rules 
and blocked police when 
they entered the store to 
search,” he said.

Azhabar said, “After 
probing, the jeweller might 
be included in the theft 
case for abetting the crime. 
We are still investigating 
the matter,” he said.

Locals unite to save 100-year-old
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President of Gareya 
Baboshayee Malik Samity 
Mozaharul Islam Lablu 
said some local goons 
raided the land several 
times in the last few 
months to occupy it, but 
failed to do so on the face 
of stern resistance. 

“Failing to take control 
of the ground, they filed 
four false cases accusing 
villagers of vandalism,” he 
added.

On Sunday night, 

police arrested Yunus 
Ali (41), a lecturer of a 
technical college, and 
Mozaharul Islam, a cloth 
trader of Gareay Bazar, in 
connection with the case, 
which was filed by Fakhrul.

The villagers also 
brought out a protest 
procession in this regard.

Contacted, Deputy 
Commissioner of 
Thakurgaon, Md Mahbubur 
Rahman said the local 
administration has already 
visited the spot three times 

to resolve the matter,  and 
will hold a dialogue with all 
the relevant stakeholders 
again.

O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e 
of Thakurgaon Police 
Station Md Kamal Hossain 
confirmed they arrested 
two people in connection 
with the case.

“We have asked local 
leaders to resolve the 
matter quickly,” he added.

Fakhrul and Sajal could 
not be contacted despite 
numerous attempts. 

Farmers get arrested
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Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin, who 
appeared for Brac Bank, 
prayed to the SC chamber 
judge to stay the HC 
judgement saying that the 
matter was involved with 
important state issues.

On November 23, the 
HC bench of Justice Md 
Ashraful Kamal delivered 
the verdict saying no bank 
or non-bank financial 
institution can lodge any 
cheque-dishonour case 
under the Negotiable 
Instrument Act against 
people for recovering 
defaulted loan from them.

The bank or non-bank 
financial institution can 
file case with the Artha Rin 
Adalat (Money Loan Court) 
for recovering the loan only 
under the Artha Rin Adalat 
Ain (Money Loan Court 
Act), 2003.

The Bangladesh Bank 
has been directed to issue 
a guideline and Jatiya 
Sangsad has been advised 
to amend the relevant law 
to this effect.

The HC bench delivered 
the verdict after hearing 
an appeal petition filed by 
one Mohammad Ali over a 
cheque dishonuor case of 
the Brac Bank.  

BNP to announce plans to oust
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all odds, he said that this 
has inspired activists across 
the country.

Referring to a recent 
remark of the Japanese 
ambassador, BNP Vice-
chairman Shamsuzzaman 
Dudu said there is surely 
some reason for making 
the remark.

Japanese Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Ito Naoki 

said his country expects 
the next general election 
of Bangladesh to be free, 
fair and participatory, as 
there were incidents of 
ballot stuffing the night 
before voting day in the last 
election.

Shamsuzzaman said, 
“This current government 
is so brutal that it filed over 
39 lakh cases against our 
activists and leaders across 

the country.”
Former ambassador 

Serajul Islam, former 
diplomat Shakib Ali, and 
Dhaka University teacher 
Saifuddin Ahmed, also 
spoke at the event. 

Chairman of South 
Asian Youth Research 
Center Suman Haque 
presided over the 
programme.

Will not obstruct BNP
FROM PAGE 3

He said, “Don’t be afraid of 
Chhatra League. On Sheikh 
Hasina’s orders, not a single 
Chhatra League worker will 
go near the rally.”

After the conference, 
a new committee of 
the Dinajpur unit was 
announced, keeping 
Mustafizur Rahman as 
president and Altafuzzaman 
Mita as general secretary.

The conference was 
inaugurated by AL 
presidium member Ramesh 

Chandra Sen, while AL 
joint general secretary and 
Information Minister Hasan 
Mahmud, and presidium 
member Shajahan Khan 
spoke at the programme 
among others.

In Jamalpur, Quader 
said the BNP rally will not 
be obstructed. 

But the AL leaders will 
not just stand by if BNP 
comes with sticks.

“We want BNP to hold 
the meeting in a peaceful 
manner... If you [BNP] 

play with fire, our activists 
will not remain idle,” said 
Quader at the conference 
held at Jamalpur Zila 
School field.

At the second session of 
the council, the AL general 
secretary announced 
Advocate Muhammad 
Baki Billah as president 
and Bijon Kumar Chanda 
as general secretary of the 
Jamalpur AL unit.

[Our Dinajpur and 
Jamalpur correspondents 
contributed to this report]

SC extends stay on
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Following the SC order, 
Sonia cannot get released 
from jail, Additional 
Attorney General Sk Md 
Morshed told The Daily 
Star.

The HC on October 
31 granted bail to Sonia 
following her bail petition.

On November 2, the SC 
chamber judge stayed the 
HC order of bail following 
the state’s petition.

The judge also sent the 
state’s petition to its full 
bench for hearing.

On October 5, a 

local Awami League 
leader, Shamsul Arefin 
Chowdhury, lodged a 
written complaint with 
Rajbari Sadar Police Station 
against Sonia for her 
derogatory Facebook post 
about the prime minister. 

The complaint was later 
recorded as a case. Police 
arrested Sonia the same 
day.

According to the 
complaint, Sonia had 
posted the status on 
Facebook about a month 
ago.  

7.1m displaced by climate change
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world’s largest and most 
densely populated camps 
in Cox’s Bazar.

“Migration and 
displacement can have 
deep and long-lasting 
impacts on physical and 
mental health and well-
being, and cultural and 
linguistic differences, 
financial barriers, stigma 
and discrimination can all 
hamper access to health 
services for refugees and 
migrants,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General, 
yesterday.

Globally, one in eight 
or over one billion people 
today are migrants with 

281 million international 
migrants and many 
million individuals who are 
stateless, WHO said.

“Not only has 
Bangladesh provided them 
access to free health care 
-- including, most recently, 
Covid-19 vaccines -- but it 
has also made concerted 
efforts to address key social, 
economic, environmental, 
and legal vulnerabilities,” 
said Dr Poonam Khetrapal 
Singh, regional director of 
WHO South-East Asia.

“The yearly Global 
School on Refugee and 
Migrant Health is a flagship 
of the WHO Health and 
Migration Programme 
and an opportunity to 

strengthen the strategic and 
operational collaboration 
with Regional and country 
offices on refugee and 
migrant health towards 
the implementation of 
the Global Action Plan 
on promoting the health 
of refugees and migrants 
2019-2023 (GAP),” said Dr 
Santino Severoni, director 
of the Health and Migration 
Programme.

Open to all audiences, 
the Global School aims to 
reach a diverse audience of 
policymakers, health sector 
managers, and officers 
working at different levels 
within the ministries of 
health.  
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