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RCC accords 
reception to six 
noted personalities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Six noted personalities were accorded a reception at 
the Green Plaza of Rajshahi Nagar Bhaban yesterday.

The personalities are -- Law Commission Chairman 
Justice ABM Khairul Haque, Law Commission Member 
Justice ATM Fazle Kabir, eminent economist Dr 
Atiur Rahman, journalist and columnist Abed Khan, 
educationist and writer Prof Ratan Siddiqui, and 
internationally acclaimed artist Shahabuddin Ahmed. 

On behalf of Shahabuddin, his representative 
attended the reception.

Each of them was given a crest and an honorary 
cloak at the function, with Rajshahi City Corporation 
Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton in the chair.

“Today, many people are raising various questions 
about the development of Bangladesh. I want to say 
that famine will never happen again in Bangladesh,” 
said the former governor of Bangladesh Bank Dr Atiur 
Rahman. 

Khairul called upon all to protect the Constitution 
and said, “The Constitution of Bangladesh has been 
written to protect the rights of the people.”

Friendship 
celebrates 
founding anniv
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Social organisation 
Friendship celebrated its 
20th founding anniversary 
in Dhaka yesterday.

The event was held at a 
hotel in Dhaka.

The organisation 
founder Runa Khan said, 
“In these times of global 
crisis, Friendship’s mission 
and values are as relevant 
and important as ever. 
Today, I believe, because 
of its impact, this work 
has to be scaled up and 
replicated with quality and 
dependability.”

Co-chair of Friendship 
International Marc 
Elvinger, chair of the board 
of directors of Friendship 
Bangladesh Salahuddin 
Ahmed, and other senior 
members of the organisation 
attended the event.

Fire damages
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and three floors of the 
residential building were 
damaged in the fire.

The building also 
developed cracks in its 
walls, the firefighters said.

All of the city’s 12 
firefighting units took two 
hours to douse the fire, said 
Ohidul.

Journey
FROM PAGE 3

top. They had to go 
through the snow-covered 
wilderness. But what they 
faced next was a challenge 
of a different kind. A 90 
degree steep ice wall that 
was several hundred metres 
high.

Till then, the 
mountaineers were tied 
together with a single 
rope. But the new hurdle 
forced them to depend on 
plan-B -- which was jumar 
climbing.

Jumar is a device, used 
to clip on a rope, that 
tightens when weight is 
applied, thus allowing the 
rope to be climbed.

But fixing the rope on 
the wall was difficult. The 
two Nepali Sherpas did this 
job, and so started another 
breathtaking chapter of 
this adventure.

Rocks and ice were 
falling under the pressure 
of the feet of the person 
above, putting the rest 
below at a vulnerable 
position. A fatal accident 
could have happened 
anytime.

“Finally on November 2 
morning, after crossing a 
25-metre narrow and risky 
ridge-line, we set foot on 
the peak of Dolma Khang,’’ 
Muhith said.

The team members said 
they went for this summit 
on the occasion of 50  years 
of diplomatic relations 
between Bangladesh and 
Nepal.

Ambassador of Nepal 
to Bangladesh Ghanshyam 
Bhandari; economist and 
chairperson of Brac Dr 
Hossain Zillur Rahman; 
deputy general manager of 
marketing at Ispahani Tea 
Limited Fazle Rabbi; senior 
manager of marketing at 
Square Toiletries  Fazal 
Mahmud Roni; and eye 
specialist Dr Niaz Abdur 
Rahman were present at 
the conference.

The expedition was 
jointly planned by 
Bangla Mountaineering 
and Trekking Club and 
Imagine Nepal; it was 
sponsored by Ispahani Tea 
Ltd, Square Toiletries Ltd 
and First Security Islami 
Bank Ltd.

How green papayas
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has been selling the fruit 
for the past 25 years. He 
mainly buys from Jashore, 
Chuadanga, Savar and 
Singair. 

Fazal, after spending 
Tk 0.50 per kilo for 
transportation and 
labourers’ wage, mixed the 
papayas from Singair with 
200 sacks of Jashore and 
Chuadanga’s papayas he 
bought earlier at Tk 7.50.

After keeping a profit of 
Tk 0.25 per kilo, he started 
selling those at Tk 8.50 to 
retail vendors in different 
areas of the city the next 
day (October 30).

“I have not seen such 
high production of green 
papayas for the past five to 
seven years,” he said.

This newspaper found 
that street vendors at 
Mirpur’s Kazipara were 
selling a kilo of green 
papayas bought from 

Karwan Bazar for Tk 25.
Vendor Monir Hossain 

said he bought 50 kilos of 
green papayas at Tk 8.50 
per kilo. After accounting 
for transportation costs, 
he had to spend Tk 12.5 for 
each kilo.

“I have started selling 
the papayas for Tk 25 per 
kilo. Some will be sold at Tk 
20, and some will remain 
unsold. So, on average, I’ll 
be able to make a profit of 
Tk 10,” he said.

Asked why he makes 
such a huge profit, Monir 
said he has to pay Tk 
300 daily as “footpath 
tax”, alongside monthly 
electricity bills and other 
expenses. 

“I can make a profit of Tk 
1,000 after selling 150 kg of 
vegetables,” he said. “Fifty 
kilos of green papayas will 
only bring Tk 500 for my 
pocket.”

“Even five years ago, we 

did not need to make such a 
profit as daily expenses were 
not so high. But these days, 
even if I buy the papayas for 
Tk 2 per kilo, I will not be 
able to sell them for under 
Tk 15,” he explained.

“My family solely 
depends on my income, and 
if I cannot earn Tk 1,000 a 
day, I will fail to put food 
on my table and ensure my 
children’s schooling,” he 
added.

Contacted, Ghulam 
Rahman, president of 
Consumer Association 
Bangladesh (CAB), said, 
“These practices are 
common in the country, 
as consumers have never 
protested, making room 
for the traders’ greed.”

“CAB is active about such 
issues, but nothing fruitful 
can be achieved without 
protest and awareness on 
the consumers’ part,” he 
added. 

Cold-related
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cold-borne diseases -- 
including pneumonia and 
bronchiolitis during late 
autumn and winter.”

Dr Rezaul said over 450 
patients were undergoing 
treatment at the ward, 
which has the capacity for 
120 patients.

Of the admitted patients, 
two-third was suffering 
from cold-borne diseases, 
he said.

Contacted, Dr Nasir 
Uddin Mahmud, a 
former professor of the 
paediatrics department, 
said bronchiolitis is a viral 
respiratory disease, and 
one of the main treatments 

is administering oxygen, 
which is not possible at 
home. So, parents should 
immediately take their 
children to hospital if they 
start having breathing 
problems.

A similar situation 
was seen at the city’s 
Chattogram Ma o Shishu 
General Hospital.

Prof Mahmud A 
Chowdhury Arju, head of 
the paediatrics department 
there, said usually 80 to 
100 patients are admitted 
there, but now, the number 
has increased to 300.

Of the patients, 60 
percent are suffering from 
pneumonia, he said.

Charges
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investigator in the probe 
report.

The report said Harun 
was physically ill on 
November 24 last year, so 
he gave the truck’s key to 
Russel, whose reckless and 
fast driving caused the 
victim’s death.

The victim’s father Shah 
Alam Dewan, proprietor of 
a book store in the capital’s 
Nilkhet, filed a case with 
Paltan Model Police Station 
against Russel, under the 
Road Transport Act, on the 
day of the incident.

Accused Iran has been 
shown as a fugitive in the 
charge sheet. Besides, 16 
people have been named 
in it as the prosecution 
witnesses.

Accused Russel and 
Harun, who were arrested 
in the case earlier, are 
currently on bail.

Investigator Anisur 
mentioned in his report 
that he informed the 
complainant about the 
results of the probe.

The complainant, 
Nayeem’s father Alam, 
however, said they have not 
been informed anything 
about the probe.
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To break the shackles 
of patriarchy
Pragroshor holds ‘Narir 
Raater Jatra’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the beginning of 16 Days of Activism against 
gender-based violence, Pragroshor, with cooperation 
from Manusher Jonno Foundation, launched “Narir 
Raater Jatra” on November 24.

The programme aims to challenge the patriarchy 
and culture of victim-blaming that restrict women’s 
movement.

According to Pragroshor -- a feminist and women’s 
rights organisation -- one of the barriers that society 
imposes on women is the restriction of their movement 
simply because of their gender.

In cases of violence against women that take place 
during the night, the victim’s character is assassinated, 
instead of punishing the perpetrator. It is this very 
culture that Pragroshor wants to protest through the 
programme, said organisers.

The march started from Pragroshor’s office in 
Dhanmondi and circled various places in Dhaka, 
making stops at Mohammadpur, ScienceLab, 
Shahbagh, Chankharpool, Shaheed Minar and Dhaka 
University’s TSC area. Vocal in slogans and songs, the 
women’s night march aimed to convey the message of 
ending violence against women to the common people.

Prof Qayyum 
remembered 
at RU
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

T h e 
psychology 
department 
of Rajshahi 
University 
organised a 
meeting at 
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed 
Senate Bhaban yesterday, 
to commemorate Shaheed 
Mir Abdul Qayyum.

Quayum’s daughter 
and chairman of the 
department Prof Mahbuba 
Kaniz Keya presided over 
the meeting.

Pakistani army abducted 
Abdul Quayum, a professor 
of psychology, from his 
Ghoramara residence in 
Rajshahi city on November 
25, 1971, and killed him.

Prof Sanat Kumar Saha 
said the killers wrote a 
black chapter in history by 
killing Quayum.

Attending as chief 
guest, RU VC Prof Golam 
Sabbir Sattar said Qayyum 
was vocal about freedom 
and students’ right to get 
involved in politics.

Wreaths were placed at 
the martyred intellectuals’ 
memorial of the university, 
and a documentary film on 
Qayyum’s life was screened.

Bangladesh Adventist Union Mission (BAUM) arranged a walking event yesterday to encourage and motivate 
people to walk every day. Participants walked from BAUM campus in the capital’s Mirpur to Botanical Garden 
and back to the campus in the morning. 
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