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Halt violence 
on protesters
UN rights chief urges 
Iran as nations debate 
whether to launch probe

AFP, Geneva

The UN rights chief yesterday urged Iran 
to immediately halt violence against 
protesters, as countries debated whether 
to launch an investigation into Tehran’s 
deadly crackdown.

Volker Turk opened an emergency 
session of the UN Human Rights Council, 
where countries were called to discuss 
Iran’s “deteriorating human rights 
situation” and determine if a high-level 
international investigation is warranted.

The meeting, requested by Germany and 
Iceland with the backing of more than 50 
countries, follows two months of protests 
in Iran sparked by the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini, after she was arrested for an 
alleged breach of the country’s strict dress 
rules for women based on Islamic sharia 
law.

“I call on the authorities immediately 
to stop using violence and harassment 
against peaceful protesters,” said Turk, 
the United Nations’ high commissioner for 
human rights.  

“Accountability is a key ingredient of 
the pursuit of justice for human rights 
violations,” he told the 47-member council, 
urging the body to vote in favour of an 
investigation. 

RECORD CASES

Chinese 
cities impose 
Covid curbs
REUTERS, Beijing

China reported record 
high Covid-19 infections 
yesterday, with cities 
nationwide imposing 
localised lockdowns, 
mass testing and 
other curbs that are 
fuelling frustration and 
darkening the outlook 
for the world’s second 
largest economy.

The resurgence of 
infections, nearly three 
years after the pandemic 
emerged in the central 
city of Wuhan, casts 
doubt on investor hopes 
for China to ease its rigid 
zero-Covid policy soon, 
despite recent more 
targeted measures. 

The curbs are taking 
a toll on locked-down 
residents as well as 
output at factories, 
including the world’s 
biggest iPhone plant, 
which has been rocked 
by clashes between 
workers and security 
personnel in a rare show 
of dissent.

“How many people 
have the savings to 
support them if things 
continually stay halted?” 
asked a 40-year-old 
Beijing man surnamed 
Wang who is a manager 
at a foreign firm. “And 
even if you have money 
to stay at home everyday, 
that’s not true living.” 

The streets of 
Chaoyang, the capital’s 
most populous district, 
have been increasingly 
empty this week.

Anwar sworn 
in as PM of 
Malaysia
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s perennial 
opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim was sworn in as 
prime minister before the 
king in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday, ending a five-
day political impasse after 
inconclusive polls.

The ceremony at the 
palace closes the chapter 
on one of the most 
dramatic elections in 
Malaysia’s history, after 
no party managed to 
secure a majority to form 
a parliament for the first 
time since independence in 
1957.

Anwar’s ascension 
to the premiership caps 
a turbulent political 
life, which has not only 
propelled him into the 
corridors of power but also 
landed him inside a jail cell.

“I, Anwar Ibrahim, after 
being appointed to hold the 
position of prime minister, 
solemnly swear that I will 
honestly fulfil that duty 
with all my efforts and that 
I will devote my true loyalty 
to Malaysia,” the 75-year-
old said while dressed 
in traditional Malaysian 
clothing.

INDONESIA QUAKE RUBBLE

‘Miracle’ rescue 
of 6-year-old boy
AFP, Cianjur

A six-year-old boy has been pulled from the rubble 
of a deadly Indonesia earthquake after spending 
two days trapped under debris without food or 
water, in a “miracle” rescue. The dramatic rescue 
captured on camera Wednesday evening revived 
hopes that survivors could still be pulled alive 
from the wreckage days after the strong tremor 
that hit Java town of Cianjur on Monday, killing 
271 people. “Once we realised Azka was alive 
everybody broke into tears,” said a local volunteer.

FOREST FIRE LYNCHING

Algeria sentences 
49 to death
AFP, Algiers

An Algerian court yesterday sentenced 49 people 
to death over the lynching of a man falsely 
accused of starting deadly forest fires in August 
last year, state media reported. The North African 
country has, however, maintained a moratorium 
on carrying out death sentences since the last 
executions in 1993. Onlookers had beaten 38-year-
old Djamel Ben Ismail to death after he turned 
himself in at a police station in the Tizi Ouzou 
region. He had gone there upon hearing that he 
was suspected of arson, at the height of blazes 
which killed at least 90 people nationwide.

‘We will not surrender’
Afghan women protest on eve of UN day against 
violence; Taliban briefly detain three protesters
AFP, Kabul

More than a dozen Afghan women protested 
briefly in Kabul yesterday, calling for their 
rights to be recognised on the eve of the 
UN’s International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women.

Afghan women have been squeezed out of 
public life since the Taliban’s return to power 
in August last year, but small groups have 
staged flash protests that are usually quickly 
shut down, sometimes violently.

“We will fight for our rights to the end 
and we will not 
surrender,” read a sign 
in the Dari language 
carried by one of 
the protesters. They 
chanted “women, life, 
solidarity” as they 
marched.

Most of the group 
wore dark sunglasses, 
their heads covered 
with a veil and a surgical mask obscuring their 
face.

Taliban fighters kept a close eye on 
proceedings, while cars carrying intelligence 
service officials circled the neighbourhood.

Organisers said later that the Taliban 
had briefly detained three of the protesters, 
releasing them after they were “humiliated 
and insulted”.

“The Taliban are very afraid of women’s 
actions, even small ones... so they try to scare 
women into staying at home by arresting and 

imprisoning them,” one organiser, who asked 
not to be identified, told AFP.

“Under Taliban rule, Afghan women are not 
recognised as human beings. Today, women 
cannot go to work, study, or even breathe 
easily.”

Most women government workers have 
lost their jobs -- or are being paid a pittance 
to stay at home -- since the Taliban returned 
to power. Women have also been barred from 
travelling without a male relative, and must 
cover up with a burqa or hijab when outside 
the home.

This month the 
Taliban barred 
women from entering 
parks, funfairs, gyms 
and public baths.

Schools for teenage 
girls have also been 
shuttered across most 
of the country.

On Wednesday, 
telecoms officials 

in the central province of Uruzgan said 
women were no longer allowed to buy mobile 
phone SIM cards because shops did not have 
segregated areas for them to be served. 

The International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women is usually marked 
around the world on November 25.

According to the UN, violence against 
women and girls remains the most widespread 
human rights violation in the world, affecting 
one in three women -- a figure largely 
unchanged over the past 10 years. 


