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SCOTLAND’S INDEPENDENCE

UK top court blocks 
bid for second vote 
REUTERS

The United Kingdom’s top court yesterday ruled that the 
Scottish government cannot hold a second referendum 
on independence without approval from the British 
parliament, dealing a hammer blow to nationalists’ hopes 
of holding a vote next year.

In 2014, Scots rejected ending the more-than 
300-year-old union with England by 55pc to 45pc, but 
independence campaigners have argued the vote two 
years later for Britain to leave the European Union, which 
the majority of Scottish voters opposed, has materially 
changed the circumstances.

Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced 
earlier this year that she intended to hold an advisory 
independence vote on October 19, 2023, but that it had to 
be lawful and internationally recognised.

However, the British government in London has said it 
would not grant permission for another plebiscite, saying 
it should be a once-in-a-generation event. Polls suggest 
voters remain evenly split over whether or not they support 
independence and a vote would be too close to call.

A member of the Israeli security forces holds a sniffer dog at the scene of an explosion at a bus stop in 
Jerusalem yesterday. At least one person was killed and 15 others wounded in two separate explosions targeting 
bus stations in Jerusalem, security and medical officials said, with Israel’s public security minister calling them 
“attacks.” PHOTO: AFP

Locals walk near 
badly damaged 
houses after 
Monday’s earthquake 
hit Cianjur, West 
Java province, 
Indonesia, yesterday. 
Driving rain and the 
danger of landslides 
disrupted the work 
of Indonesian 
rescue workers 
searching yesterday 
for survivors of an 
earthquake that 
killed 271 people, 
with an official 
warning that time 
was running out for 
anyone trapped in 
rubble. 40 people 
remained missing.
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MASS SHOOTING

Walmart 
employee 
kills 6 in US
AFP, Washington

A Walmart employee 
shot dead six people at 
a store bustling with 
Thanksgiving holiday 
shoppers, before turning 
the pistol on himself, 
police said yesterday, in 
the country’s second mass 
shooting in four days.

Four other people 
remained hospitalized 
in unknown condition 
following the Tuesday 
night rampage in the 
Walmart in Chesapeake, 
Virginia, police chief Mark 
Solesky said.

Solesky told a news 
conference the gunman 
was believed to have died 
of a “self-inflicted gunshot 
wound,” and that the 
motive behind the latest 
attack in America’s gun 
violence crisis was not 
immediately known.

The assault two days 
before Thanksgiving, the 
quintessential American 
family holiday marked 
this year on November 24, 
followed a weekend gun 
attack at an LGBTQ club 
in Colorado that killed five 
people.

Will focus on writing
Says Mahathir after polls defeat

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s nonagenarian former prime minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, one of the world’s longest-
serving politicians, said yesterday he will focus on 
writing after he suffered his first electoral defeat in 
more than half a century.

The 97-year-old statesman came fourth in a 
five-way fight for his long-held constituency on the 
resort island Langkawi in Saturday’s election.

Commenting for the first time since his defeat, 
Mahathir accepted his loss but did not say whether 
he would quit politics. For the moment, he said he 
would write about the country’s history.

Meanwhile, Malaysia’s king has called for royal 
rulers to meet today to resolve political impasse 
that left the country without a prime minister days 
after inconclusive polls, the palace said. Opposition 
leader Anwar Ibrahim and former PM Muhyiddin 
Yassin remain the frontrunners for the top job. 

Nearly 500 Kurdish 
targets in Iraq, Syria hit
Says Turkey as Erdogan vows to secure border

AFP, Istanbul

Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi Akar 
said yesterday that Turkey’s military had 
hit nearly 500 Kurdish targets across 
Iraq and Syria as part of a campaign of 
air strikes.

“So far 471 targets 
have been struck and 254 
terrorists were neutralised 
in the operation,” Akar 
was quoted as saying by 
the official Anadolu news 
agency.

Ankara began the series 
of air strikes as part of 
Operation Claw-Sword on 
Sunday.

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Tuesday 
threatened to launch a ground 
operation into Syria “with tanks and 
soldiers” in defiance of international 
pressure not to do so.

Turkey is more determined than ever 
to secure its Syrian border from attacks 
by Kurdish forces, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said yesterday, insisting 
that a ground operation would start “at 
the most convenient time.”

Turkey’s air raids followed a bombing 
in Istanbul on November 13 that killed 
six people and wounded 81.

Turkey blamed the attack on the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which 
is blacklisted as a terror group by the 

European Union and the United States.
The PKK, which has waged an 

insurgency against the Turkish state 
since 1984, denied any role in the 
bombing -- the deadliest in five years 
after a spate of attacks in Turkey 
between 2015 and 2017.

Erdogan accused 
Western states backing 
Kurdish forces in Syria of 
failing to deliver on their 
promise of no attacks on 
Turkish soil, pointing to the 
Istanbul bombing.

“If they can’t keep their 
word,” he said, “then we 
have the right to take care 
of ourselves.”

Russia and the United 
States have called for de-escalation.

Nuri Mahmoud, YPG spokesman, 
late Tuesday deplored “the timid and 
weak statements by the guarantor 
countries and International Coalition” 
which relied on the group to counter IS 
jihadists.

Erdogan has repeatedly called for a 
30-kilometre (19-mile) “safe zone” to 
protect Turkey against cross-border 
attacks from Syrian territory.

Yesterday, he vowed Turkey would 
complete the zone “step by step” 
starting from the towns of Tal Rifaat, 
Manbij and Ayn al-Arab, also known 
as Kobane in Kurdish, which are all 
located in northern Syria.


