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It is time for us to ask how much we have
been able to recover from the energy crisis.
Load shedding may have gotten less frequent
now as winter is approaching, but we must
remember that this decrease is not due to
better management from authorities, but

There is a lot of untapped
potential for renewable
energy all over the world,
but in the government’s
masterplan, there was no
reflection of this. We have
produced only 250 MW of
electricity in solar plants
over the past 10 years.
Bangladesh’s masterplan
has been created keeping
in mind the vested financial
interests of foreign
companies and of their
local agents.

due to the weather. Our plants are still not
running at full capacity because of the fuel
crisis.

What we have to do now is to tap into
the gas reserves that we have. Many say that
we do not have enough gas, but that is not
correct. According o our geologists, we have
a lot of gas in Bangladesh which needs to
be excavated. Excavation is our best chance
out of the crisis, as the price of LNG in the
global market is not going to come down and
we cannot meet our needs by only relying on
imported LNG. Our LNG dependence may
even create further crises in the future.

Therefore, we need further exploration,
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especially offshore. After the crisis reached
its peak, the government said that they are
taking some steps towards exploration. They
have undertaken an initiative to dig 46 wells,
but about 20 of them are just repairs. Besides,
the government has estimated getting 600
million cubic feet per day, which hinges
upon the possibility of getting gas in each
of the newly dug wells. In reality, we will find
much less gas than what is being expected.
Therefore, we need much broader exploration.
For instance, in neighbouring Tripura, which
has a similar topography to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, 11 gas fields have been discovered,
whereas only one gas field has been found so
far in the CHT. This is simply because of our
failure in terms of exploration.
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The state minister for the Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources has said on
multiple occasions that we could never
imagine that the price of fuel would increase
so much. This is simply not believable as
independent experts have repeatedly warned
about Bangladesh’s overdependence on LNG
since the government’s master plan was
published back in 2016.

Independent experts also said that there is
enough natural gas in the country and that
if we conducted enough investigation and
excavation, we would not have to depend so
heavily on LNG. But the government didn’t
listen and, unfortunately, the whole sector
was pushed towards LNG and a huge amount
of money was invested in building the
mega infrastructure needed to support this
dependency. Now that the price for LNG has
increased in the global market, we are having
to pay more, even though we have our own
natural gas - which remains untapped.

Also, there is a lot of untapped potential
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Over the past few months, the fuel and gas crises have taken public
suffering to the extreme and negatively impacted businesses and

the economy at large. The government, however, is yet to produce a
comprehensive and viable roadmap for how we can find a way out of
this. How did we get to such a situnation? Have we learnt anything from
the errors in our previous energy policies? Is the government willing to
address the issues that experts have long warned them against? The
Daily Star sought answers from experts in various fields.

We have created our own
crisis and there is no

easy solution in sight,
especially since the
government has already
undertaken policies and
adopted technologies
that we warned against

a decade ago. We need to
decrease our dependence
on imported energy and
the government needs to
rethink its control over the
strategic sector of energy.

for renewable energy all over the world, but
in the government’s masterplan, there was
no reflection of this. Even in a country like
India, they have produced 120,000 MW of
electricity solely from wind, solar and biogas,
and around 60,000 MW was produced from
solar plants in over a decade. On the other
hand, we have produced only 250 MW of
electricity in solar plants over the past 10
years. Bangladesh’s masterplan has been
created keeping in mind the vested financial
interests of foreign companies and of their
local agents. This means that sources of
electricity which are environmentally-friendly
and are increasingly becoming low-cost were
given the least amount of attention, and
sectors that present the most opportunities
of pocketing commissions or looting money
through mega infrastructure were given the
highest priority.
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The crisis we are [acing today was not created
in a day. It was built up over a long time. It

seems like we would not have a crisis today
if there was no war in Ukraine. However, any
plan should be undertaken while keeping the
risk of a crisis in mind.

Bangladesh bought five gas fields from
foreign companies in the 1970s in its attempt
to nationalise the sector and tackle the
energy crisis. Those are the biggest assets that
we have right now.

In the last 10 years, since the private
power plants entered the equation, the price
of electricity has skyrocketed and we have
had to spend a lot in the name of capacity
charges. Bangladesh has spent around Tk
90,000 crore in the last 11 years for capacity
charges, which is simply absurd.

We have created our own crisis and there is
no easy solution in sight, especially since the
government has already undertaken policies
and adopted technologies that we warned
against a decade ago. Now we need to follow
what we have done before in times of crisis.
We need to decrease our dependence on
imported energy and the government needs
to rethink its control over the strategic sector
of energy.
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There are two things that can happen when
a crisis takes place. One is to move away from
the positions that go against national interest
and create a completely new system, and the
second is to take advantage of the crisis and
renew old anti-people projects. The latter is
currently being done in Bangladesh.

The energy crisis is happening because
of the neglect in exploration and excavation
of natural gas and, at the same time, due to
not giving enough importance to renewable
energy production. If steps had been taken
to combine the two, Bangladesh could have
had sustainable, self-dependent, easily
available and environment-{riendly electricity
supply. However, that was not done. Instead,

emphasis was put on the exact opposite type
of projects, which are destructive and anti-
people, namely coal-based and nuclear-based
power plants.

With the Ukraine Russia war creating an
energy crisis, fossil fuel and coal lobbyists
have become active again all over the world
and in Bangladesh. Turning towards dirty
energy is not a solution, but a step that will
definitely be destructive for us.

We have to get off this course of action
to avoid a bigger disaster in the future. The
way out is increasing our national capacity.
For that, we have to ensure the exploration
and excavation of natural gas in offshore
and onshore sites. We must put emphasis on
renewable energy, which is the future of the
world and of our country. We need to hone
the capabilities and create the institutional
structures that will make that kind of energy
available to us.
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In our area, there is a longstanding gas crisis.
In recent times, it has taken on disastrous
proportions. In many homes, there is no
gas supply all day. Gas is only available
sporadically throughout the day. In some
places, gas is available only in the middle of
the night, so people have to get up around
2am or 3am to do their cooking. This level of
public nuisance is intolerable.

It is almost impossible to comprehend
how acute this problem is by my account
alone. The state sees us as insects, not
human beings. When we complain about the
gas crisis, they simply tell us to disconnect
the gas line. When we complain about the
condition of the water, they tell us that we
should install our own deep tubewell. This
cannot be the response from state officials.
They are supposed to serve us and address
our complaints. Instead, they are simply
forsaking us.

Government of the

People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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395-397, Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka- 1208 /

PRESS TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tender are hereby invited from Genuine Importer/Suppliers/dealers for supply and
Installation of following item at EDCL, Dhaka on urgent basis:

SL
No

01.

Office of the Inspector General
Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters, Dhaka.

Corrigendum of Tender Notice
Memo No-44.01.0000.437.07.08.22.02

Cost of Tender
Schedule

TK. 1000.00/set
(Non-refundable)

Tender No. & Date Name of the item

EDCL (Dhaka)/PUR/ Press Ten./| Sealer-- 08 (Eight) Nos
2022/401 For Automatic Cap Sealing Machine

Date: 21/11/2022

Date: 21-11-2022.

Invitation for Tender Notice Published in different national dailies as per Memo No-

44.01.0000.437.07.08.22.01 Dated: 13-11-2022 for Purchase of Bandwidth for Network

= ~ i Semi Automatic Cap sealing Machine-02 Nos
Connectivity of Bangladesh Police in fiscal year 2022-2023.

for Pet (Plastic) Bottles of Preduction Deptt.
(Details as per Tender Schedule)

SL No Published Revised : : —
- Tender schedule will be sold from the Accounts Department of Essential Drugs Company Limited
! Place/Date/Time of Pre- 21-11-2022, 10:30 AM 27-11-2022, 10:30 AM (EDCL), Dhaka on payment as stated above during office hours on all working days (except Friday,
tender Meeting (Optional) NCCOM Building NCCOM Building Saturday and Govt. Holidays). No tender schedule will be sold on the opening date of the tender.

(2ndfloor), Police
Headquarters, Dhaka. |
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Md. Zannatul Hasan, BPM (Bar)
BP-7203020852
AIG (ICT)
Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters, Dhaka.
Tel : 02-223355312
E-mail: aigict2@police.gov.bd

(2ndfloor), Police
Headquarters, Dhaka.

The Tenders may drop their offer in tender box kept at the Procurement Department, EDCI, Dhaka
office till 12.00 noon on 06/12/2022 which will be opened on 06/12/2022 at 12.30 PM in Presence at
the tenderers/Their representatives (if any).

The Tender will be accompanied by an amount of Earnest Money 2.5% through of Bank Draft/Pay
Order from any Schedule Bank of Bangladesh in favour of "Essential Drugs Company Lid" without
which the tender will be considered as non-responsive.

The successful bidder shall furnish an unconditional performance Bond/ Bank Guarantee to the tune
of 10% of the contract price within 05({Five) working days after received of Purchase Order. It shall
remain valid for 12 (twelve) months after the completion of the contract.

Essential Drugs Company Limited authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the
tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

All other terms & conditions will remain same.

General Manager
Procurement Deptt,

GD- 2161 For: Managing Director
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