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Hundreds of Awami League activists thronged Rajbari field, the venue of Gazipur city AL’s council event, since 
yesterday morning. PHOTO: STAR

66 ‘Jamaat-Shibir 
men’ held with 
explosives in Savar
STAR REPORT

Police claimed to have arrested 66 activists 
of Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami Chhatra Shibir 
yesterday, while they were holding a clandestine 
meeting at an abandoned place in Savar. 

Explosive materials, cocktail, locally-made 
weapons, “jihad” books and leaflets were seized 
from their possessions, said law enforcers.

Acting on a tip-off, a police team raided the 
spot at Vakurta village in the evening and arrested 
them, Dipok Chandra Saha, officer-in-charge of 
Savar Model Police Station, told The Daily Star.

They were held while holding a meeting in a bid 
to commit subversive and anti-state activities, said 
the OC.

Two separate cases have been filed against 
them, said the officer.
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Bangladeshis in Lebanon 
get chance to be regularised

JAMIL MAHMUD

About 19,000 undocumented Bangladeshi 
migrant workers in Lebanon are in the 
pipeline to be regularised under an initiative 
of the Arab country’s government.

Once regularised, these workers, who 
mostly work in the agriculture sector, are 
expected to get employment opportunities 
legally. 

At present, Lebanon hosts about 
1,00,000 Bangladeshi workers, including 
the undocumented ones, according to an 
estimate of the Bangladesh embassy in Beirut.

Abdullah Al Mamun, first secretary (labour 
welfare) of the Bangladesh mission, recently 

said they were processing documents of 
about 280 undocumented Bangladeshi 
workers, who sought regularisation through 

the Lebanese authorities.
The regularisation is an ongoing process 

with no end date cited. The Lebanese interior 
and labour ministries are implementing it, 
Abdullah told this newspaper over phone.

For regularisation, workers will have to be 
officially employed first. It is the employers 

who have to apply for regularisation of the 
undocumented workers to the authorities 
concerned, he added.

 The Bangladesh mission will verify and 
attest different supportive documents of the 
workers, he further said.

Abdullah said there has been a rise in 
demand for Bangladeshi migrant workers in 
Lebanon in recent times.

For the regularisation, undocumented 
migrants need to submit various documents 
and pay yearly monetary fine, in Lebanese 
currency, in accordance with the number 
of years they were undocumented, stated a 
recent notice of the Bangladesh mission.

At present, Lebanon hosts about 
1,00,000 Bangladeshi workers, 

including the undocumented ones, 
according to an estimate of the 
Bangladesh embassy in Beirut.
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WORLD TOILET DAY

Only 103 public toilets 
for 1.78cr residents

SAJJAD HOSSAIN

The two city corporations of Dhaka 
have a total of only 103 public toilets 
for 1.78 crore people. These toilets 
are scattered across 129 wards. If 
that wasn’t bad enough, in 36 of the 
new wards, there is no sign of this 
essential facility.

Due to this grave crisis, residents 
have to face many difficulties. 
The number of toilets is not only 
insufficient, but most of them are 
also unhygienic, said residents.

Women, children, and people 
with disabilities must endure greater 
hardships while travelling. They are 
putting their health in danger as 
well, since holding in urine for a long 
time can lead to different kinds of 
illnesses, they said.

Ensuring clean, accessible 
sanitation is a core part of 
Sustainable Development Goal-6. 
World Toilet Day, which is observed 
on November 19, was initiated to 
inspire action to tackle the global 
sanitation crisis and reach SDG-6 by 
2030.

Three years ago, Sagor Hossain 
(45), a resident of Tejturi Bazar, 
started a job as a marketing officer 

for a private company. Due to his 
work, he has to spend most of the 
day away from home. And he rarely 
finds a public toilet on his way.

This problem took a toll on Sagor. 
He was hospitalised multiple times 
with urinary tract infections right 

after joining work. Now, he uses the 
toilets of commercial and medical 
facilities, which are not public toilets, 
lest he suffer from the same fate.

“People in this city don’t get 
any city corporation facilities. 
Even a necessity such as a toilet is 

neglected,’’ said Sagor.
Salma Begum, a resident of 

Mirpur-1, said even the toilets that 
exist are hard to find. Besides, their 
condition is not suitable for women.

“While returning from work, I 
have to wait for public transport. 
When I have to wait for a long time, 
I eventually have to use a public 
toilet. But most of them are dirty or 
unusable,” she said.

Mobasher Hossain, a resident of 
Fakirkhali (ward 75), under Dhaka 
South City Corporation (DSCC), said, 
“There are no public toilets in our 
ward. So, around 5,000 people are 
suffering.”

“Some people are even openly 
defecating,” he said.

This correspondent also spoke to 
20 other residents who echoed the 
same issues.

Moushumi Akhter Shoma, 
caretaker of a public toilet at 
Panthapath, said around 200 people 
use the toilet daily, and among them, 
only five to seven are women.

“Even though there are special 
facilities for women and people with 
disabilities, they come less often,” 
she said.

ISSUES
36 new wards have 

no public toilets  

Most toilets unhygienic  

Women, children, people with 
disabilities face most hardship

Existent public toilets hard to find

Space, staff crises of city 
corporations barriers
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Towards an 
environment-
friendly future
DS   -ActionAid contest 
winners announced
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of three young students yesterday won the 
first “Climate Justice Idea Competition 2022” for 
generating the idea of transforming waste into 
saleable products under an environment-friendly 
process.

Two more teams emerged as first and second 
runners-up for generating ideas to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change related challenges. 

The competition was jointly organised by 
ActionAid Bangladesh and The Daily Star, which 
aim to make the contest a “flagship event”, 
by engaging the private sector for young and 
innovative climate champions.
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Students of Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (Buet) demonstrated in front of the university’s Shaheed Minar around 
1:00pm yesterday, demanding a fair probe and identification of the killers of their fellow student Fardin Noor Parash. Two weeks have 
passed since Fardin’s body was recovered from Sitalakkhya river. 
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Bangladesh, 
GCC sign 
MoU for 
cooperation
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) have signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU), a 
legal framework that can 
open up a new horizon 
of political and economic 
cooperation in the future.

Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen and 
GCC Secretary General 
Dr Nayem Falah M Al-
Hajraf signed the MoU 
in Manama, Bahrain on 
the sideline of Manama 
Dialogue on Friday.

Under this framework, 
Bangladesh and GCC will 
hold regular consultation 
for political, economic, 
cultural, climate change, 
agriculture, food security, 
and environment 
protection cooperation.

Before signing the MoU, 
Momen and Al-Hajraf 
held a meeting that was 
also attended by foreign 
ministry secretary (east) 
Mashfee Binte Shams and 
Bangladesh ambassador to 
Bahrain Md Nazrul Islam.

The GCC, a union of 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates, 
is home to about 50 lakh 
Bangladeshi migrants. 
There are scopes for these 
countries to recruit more 
skilled workers from 
Bangladesh, said Momen 
in a statement yesterday. 
During his meeting with 
the GCC secretary general, 
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