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‘Follow the 
labour law’
RMG workers protest in 
front of their workplace

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Workers of a garment factory in Dhaka’s Dhamrai 
upazila yesterday demonstrated in front of the 
factory to protest its closure for an indefinite period.

About 1,000 workers of Momo Fashion Limited 
took part in the protest in Joypura area, demanding 
the factory be run according to the labour laws.

Workers said the factory did not follow labour 
laws. It did not pay workers leave allowance and 
maternity leave allowance. 

Factory authorities would terminate and sack 
workers without any cause. Workers were even 
tortured, they claimed. 

In protest, the workers went on strike inside 
the factory on Monday. Then the factory authority 
closed the establishment for an indefinite period.

If the factory authority does not open the factory 
and run it by following labour laws, the workers will 
wage a tougher movement, they added.

Arabindu Bepari (Bindu), president of Biplobi 
Garments Workers Federation, told The Daily Star 
that following Monday’s strike, the factory owners 
assured the workers that their demand would be 
met. And so, the workers called off the strike.

But yesterday, when they went to work, they saw 
a notice that the factory was closed indefinitely 
under section 13/1 (labour law), he added.

Abu Jafar Mohammad Saleh, assistant 
superintendent of Ashulia Industrial Police-1, told 
The Daily Star that the factory has been declared 
closed by the owners.

However, the law and order situation of the area 
is normal, and additional police personnel have 
been deployed in the area to avert any untoward 
incident, he said. 

Despite repeated phone calls, this 
correspondent could not reach the chairman of 
Momo Fashion Limited for comments as he did 
not receive the calls.

Peon attacks five 
HSTU teachers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An employee of Hajee Mohammad Danesh Science 
and Technology University (HSTU) attacked five 
teachers of the civil engineering department with 
broken glass on the campus yesterday.

The injured -- Md Rakonuzzaman, chairman of 
the department; Belal Hossain and Harun Ar Rashid, 
its associate professors; and Nirmal Chandra Roy 
and Mahbub Hossain, professors -- were admitted 
to Dinajpur’s M Abdur Rahim Medical College 
Hospital.

Chairman Rokonuzzaman said Tajul joined his 
work late like every day. When he was asked about 
this, he got angry and locked into an altercation 
with the teachers.

At one stage, he broke two drinking glasses 
and attacked Belal Hossain with the broken pieces 
around 9:15am.

The other four came under attack when they 
tried to save Belal.

Later, the teachers and employees of other 
departments gathered, detained Tajul, and handed 
him over to the university administration.

Vice Chancellor Prof M Kamruzzaman said the 
authorities already suspended the peon, and legal 
action will be taken against him.

Tajul could not be contacted as his cellphone was 
found switched off.

‘Residents’ 
awareness 

crucial too’
Speakers tell conference on 

Khulna’s waste management

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Residents of Khulna city have been suffering for a long 
time due to the sorry state of the city’s waste management. 
Many areas have a lack of dustbins, with wards 5 and 9 
being in the worst situation.

This has forced people to dump garbage in drains 
and open places. At times, conservancy workers of the 
city corporation do not collect the garbage for two days 
straight.

Speakers at a press conference yesterday said while the 
city corporation should be diligent about this matter, 
city residents need to be aware of the waste management 
system as well. They also raised a twelve-point demand 
for making waste management more accessible for the 
marginalised and common people living in areas under 
Khulna City Corporation (KCC).

CSO (Civil Society Organisations) Network, Shubo 
Shakti Network and Susamaj Network organised the press 
conference at Caritas Auditorium in Khulna city.

Speakers demanded that waste be collected regularly 
from all families in slum areas, ward-level waste 
management committees be created along with a strict 
monitoring system, and hospital waste be treated properly 
in the city corporation area. 

The demands also include a ward-level complaint 
filing system, effective implementation of government 
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46th death anniv 
of Maulana 

Bhasani today
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Tangail

The 46th death anniversary 
of Maulana Abdul Hamid 
Khan Bhasani, a legendary 
political leader of the sub-
continent, will be observed 
today.

Born in 1880 at Dhangara 
village in Sirajganj, Bhasani dedicated his entire 
life to establishing the rights of the oppressed and 
downtrodden.

Bhasani passed away on this day in 1976. He was 
buried at Santosh in Tangail.

Different socio-political organisations will mark 
the day with elaborate programmes across the 
country. They will place wreaths at his grave.
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Students of fine arts at Chittagong 
University have been protesting for the 
last two weeks, demanding that their 
institute be moved to the main campus. 
With a strong statement of “2,100 acres, 
our right”, students have placed a 22-point 
demand, including classroom renovation 
and residential facilities. The photos were 
taken yesterday at the Institute of Fine 
Arts, Chittagong University in the port city’s 
Badshah Mia Chowdhury Road.
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Workers said the factory did not follow labour laws. 
It did not pay workers leave allowance and maternity 

leave allowance.


