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Xi returns to global stage at
G20 after Covid isolation

AFP, Beijing

China’s Xi Jinping was the leader everyone
wanted to meet at this week’s G20 summit,
where he took centre stage in a carefully
choreographed appearance after three
years of self-imposed pandemic isolation.

President Xi strode into yesterday’s
G20 summit the morning after a three-
hour meeting with his US counterpart Joe
Biden in which they promised to dial
down the rhetoric and work to
close the yawning gap between
the two powers.

With smiles and /
handshakes — as well as |
promises of fresh talks on |
climate change and trade |
-- Xi appeared keen to paint
himself as a magnanimous
diplomat ready to confront
global challenges and build
bridges.

“Xi Jinping is certainly working to
make up for lost time on the international
stage,” said Danny Russel, Vice President
at the Asia Society Policy Institute in New
York, adding that Xi’s burst of diplomacy
resembled a “charm offensive”.

“The Biden-Xi summit raised hopes
that the two powers might now be willing
to separate their global responsibilities
from their bilateral differences.”

Also on Xi’s checklist of world leaders
to schmooze were Indonesia’s President

COP27 leaders
urged to fight
climate disinfo

AFP, Sharm el Sheikh

Campaigners yesterday urged leaders
at the COP27 summit and big tech
companies to formally crack down
on climate disinformation that
undermines efforts to limit the deadly
impacts of global warming.

In an open letter, they called on
COP27 delegates to adopt a common
definition of climate disinformation
and misinformation and work to
prevent it.

They called on the bosses of seven
digital giants, including Facebook,
Google and Twitter, to implement
tough polices to stop false climate
information spreading on their
platforms as they did for Covid-19.

“We  cannot  beat  climate
change without tackling climate
misinformation and disinformation,”
they wrote.

“While emissions continue to rise,
humanity faces climate catastrophe,
yet vested economic and political
interests continue to organise and
finance climate misinformation and
disinformation to hold back action.”

Joko Widodo -- the G20 summit host
- Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, France’s Emmanuel Macron,
and South Korea’s Yoon Suk-yeol.

He is also expected to meet Japanese
premier Fumio Kishida on the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit in Bangkok later this week.

And the conspicuous absence of
Russia’s  President Vladimir Putin -

isolated on the world stage because

) of his brutal war in Ukraine --

solidifies Xi’s place as the prime
global counterweight to the

US-led international order.

Xi and Biden both

entered their tete-a-tete

in Bali from a position

of strength -- the former

secured a historic third term

as China’s top leader at the

Communist Party Congress

last month, and the latter’s

Democratic Party exceeded expectations
in the US midterm elections.

Flanked by foreign policy and political
figures from his reshuflled party top brass,
Xi did not waver on Beijing’s hardline
position on Taiwan and told Biden it was
the “core of China’s core interests” and
an “insurmountable red line in US-China
relations”.

Nor did he appear to make any clear
concessions on the Ukraine war or North
Korea’s weapons tests.

EU vows more emissions
cuts at UN climate talks |

US President Joe Biden (R) gestures with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi before the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment

meeting at the G20 Summit in Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort island of Bali yesterday.
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Trump to launch
new W House bid

AFP, Washington

Former US president Donald Trump

AFP, Sharm el Sheikh

The EU vowed to step up its emissions cuts
at UN climate talks yesterday as developing
nations admonished rich polluters for
falling short on efforts to help them cope
with global warming.

The COP27 conference in Egypt has
been dominated by calls for wealthy
nations to fulfil pledges to fund the green
transitions of poorer countries least
responsible for global emissions, build
their resilience and compensate them for
climate-linked losses.

The meeting comes as global emissions
are slated to reach an all-time high this
year, making the aspirational goal of
limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
compared to preindustrial levels ever more
clusive.

European Commission Vice President
Frans Timmermans told delegates that the
European Union will update its climate
commitment as it will be able to exceed
its original plan to cut emissions by 55
percent by 2030.

The 27-nation bloc will now be able
to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 57

percent from 1990 levels, he said.

“The European Union is here to move
forwards, not backwards,” Timmermans
told COP27 delegates.

The invasion of Ukraine by fossil fuel
exporter Russia has cast a shadow over
the talks in Egypt, with activists accusing
Europeans of seeking to tap Africa for
natural gas following Russian supply cuts.

But Timmermans denied that the

The 27-nation bloc will now be able to
cut greenhouse gas emissions by 57 pc
from 1990 levels

27-nation bloc was in a “dash for gas” in
the wake of the Ukraine conflict.

“So don’t let anybody tell you here or
outside that the EU is backtracking,” he
said.

Campaigners said the
announcement did not go far enough.

“This small increase announced today
at COP27 doesn’t do justice to the calls
from the most vulnerable countries at

EU

the front lines,” said Chiara Martinelli, of
Climate Action Network Europe.

“If the EU, with a heavy history of
emitting greenhouse gases, doesn’t lead
on mitigating climate change, who will?”

COP27 has exposed deep divisions
between wealthy polluters and nations
vulnerable to the most ferocious climate
impacts.

“The lack of leadership and ambition
on mitigating greenhouse gas emissions is
worrisome,” said Senegalese Environment
Minister Alioune Nodoye, speaking on
behalf of the Least Developed Countries
Group.

Belize Climate Change Minister
Orlando Habet called for more action
from the G20 group of the world’s
wealthiest nations, which are responsible
for 80 percent of global emissions and are
meeting at summit in Indonesia.

“In how many COPs have we been
arguing for urgent climate action? And
how many more do we need, how many
lives do we need to sacrifice,” Habet said.

UN climate talks often go into overtime
and this year’s meeting, due to end on
Friday, could be no different.

was expected to launch another
White House bid yesterday, even as
another one of his fellow election
deniers lost a key race in last
week’s midterms. The 76-year-old
billionaire, whose 2016 win shocked
America and the world, has summoned
the press to his Florida mansion for a “very
big announcement” at 9:00 pm yesterday (0200
GMT Wednesday). Known for his unpredictability,
Trump could still change his mind at the last
minute, but for months he has barely hidden his
desire to vie for the presidency again in 2024.
And delaying the announcement now, as some
of his advisers have reportedly suggested to him,
would be awkward considering Trump’s repeated
boast about the momentousness of his yesterday’s
address. “Hopefully TODAY will turn out to be one
of the most important days in the history of our
Country!” Trump posted overnight on his Truth
Social platform. But in a new sign that Trump and
his hardcore followers do not lead the electoral
juggernaut they once did, one of Trump’s
staunchest supporters, the election denier and
establishment skeptic Kari Lake, was projected to
lose her race to be governor of Arizona.

Govt goes soft on 3-wheelers on highways

FROM PAGE 1
The plan  will  get
retrospective effect from

January 2021 as the tenure
of the previous plan expired
in 2020. Quader blamed
the pandemic for the delay
in its approval.

All these developments
came at a time when the
country is  witnessing
a gradual rise in road
accidents and thousands of
lives perishing every year.

The unchecked and
unregulated three-
wheelers, including locally
made nosimon, korimon
and  battery-run  easy
bike, and ever-increasing
motorbikes in the last six-
seven years are linked to a
majority of the deaths.

At least 5,043 people
were Killed in 4,225 crashes
in the first nine months of
this year, according to the
Road Safety Foundation.

Three-wheelers,
including those illegal
and locally made, and
motorcycles were involved
in 59.49 percent of the
road deaths this year.
Bikes contributed to 37.78
percent of the deaths
and three-wheelers 21.71
percent, its data shows.

Experts said operation
of speedy vehicles
alongside slow-moving
vehicles like locally made
three-wheelers with
poor safety features on
highways often leads to
accidents, which cause
relatively more causalities
due to the poor structure
of the vehicles.

The number of such
vehicles started to increase
in the early last decade.
The authorities had to ban
three-wheelers on 22 major
highways in August 2015,
following a court order.

Yet these  vehicles

continue to ply the
highways with their
number increasing amid
the shortage of public
transport. And they become
a major income source
for many, especially in
suburban and rural areas.

Their number could be
30-40 lakh now, according
to the sector insiders.

Quader yesterday
admitted that they could
not execute the ban and
blamed the shortage of
manpower of BRTA and
highway police for it.

He said they would
now “closely monitor”
five highways -- Dhaka-
Chattogram, Dhaka-Sylhet,
Dhaka-Mymensingh,
Dhaka-Tangail and Dhaka-
Aricha -- so that the three-
wheelers cannot operate
there.

About the other 17
highways, he said a large
number of people are
involved in the sector in
rural areas, and the three-
wheeler is a mode of
transport for lower-income
people.

“If we stop operation of
the vehicles, many drivers
would be jobless and
people will face problems.
So, these can be operated,
but under a guideline,” he
said.

The minister said a
guideline in this regard is
now at the final stage.

The road transport and
bridges ministry formed a
committee in June 2019
to recommend measures
to control the operation of
three-wheelers. Following
its recommendations, the
ministry prepared a draft
regulatory guideline in
November last year.

Discussion on banning
bikes on highways is going
on for the last few months

as road crashes involving
motorcycles have seen a
sharp rise in recent years.

A government probe
committee in June this year
recommended that bikes
be banned on national
highways to reduce the
number of accidents.

The two-wheelers can
be allowed only if the
national highways have
separate service lanes,
added the committee,

Hunt on for the shooter

FROM PAGE 1
The press release did not
mention the officers’ names.

Tontu Saha, officer-in-
charge of Naikkhyangchhari
Police Station, said the
incident took place near a
Rohingya camp along the
border.

Inspector Bacchu Miah, in-
charge of the police outpost
at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, said the injured Rab
member, Sohel Barua, 30, was
brought there around 3:00am
yesterday.

Fazle Flahi Milad, associate
professor of neurosurgery,
said “There were wounds on
his head caused by sharp
weapons. He underwent a
surgery on his head in the

Messi picks Brazil

FROM PAGE 1

“If T have to put some above
others I think Brazil, France
and England are a litde bit
above the rest. But the World
Cup is so difficult and so
complicated that anything
can happen.”

Messi reached the final
with Argentina in 2014 but
suffered an extra-time defeat
by Germany.

Copa American champions
Argentina are unbeaten in
35 games and if this is to be
Messi’s final World Cup, they
are in the form to deliver the
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