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3 dead, 9
injured in
Narsingdi
road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

Three people died and
nine suffered injuries in
an accident involving two
passenger buses and a
pick-up van on Dhaka-
Sylhet highway in Raipura
upazila of Narsingdi early
yesterday.

The deceased are
Sananda Das (55), Md Renu
Miah (66), and Kamal Miah
(35).

Sananda and Renu died
on the spot, said highway
police.

Kamal succumbed to
his injuries on the way to
Dhaka, said Kalikachchha
UP member Md Saidur
Rahman.

According to highway
police, a bus heading to
Bhairab in Kishoreganj hit
a BRTC bus parked next to
the road in Nilkuthi area
around 4:45am.

At the same time, a fish
laden pickup coming from

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Netrakona
farmer dies
in elephant

attack

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A farmer died in an
elephant attack in
Netrakona’s Kalmakanda

upazila on Monday night.

The  deceased  was
identified as Nurul Islam
(35) of Sonnyasipara village
in Kalmakanda.

Quoting locals,
Kalmakanda Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Mohammad Abdul Ahad
Khan said a herd of
elephants from Bedghora
across the border came to
Sonnyasipara area to feast
on the paddy fields around
9:30pm.

When locals rushed to
the spot to drive them out,
the elephants suddenly
attacked Nurul, leaving
him critically injured.

He was rushed to
Kalmakanda Upazila
Health Complex where the
doctors declared him dead,
said the OC.

Police recovered the
body and handed it over
to the family members
yesterday morning.

Besides, (two  more

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

They restricted the movement of villagers on a road that goes
from the farm to Domar upazila town, so that none could see their

their pockets.

Project to boost
farming turns sour

Contractors ruin farmland by extracting earth right from
the farm; locals allege irregularities

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

Under a project, a farm in Nilphamari was
ready for a welcome change, as authorities
were supposed to make its land more suitable
for the production of seed potatoes.

To do this, the farm’s lowland had to be
filled with earth. A fund was allotted to get
the required earth from outside the farm. But
instead of doing that, contractors, with the
farm authorities’ approval, dug a deep ditch
rightin farm to extract earth.

And so, the establishment did not see that
welcome change. Instead, it saw its land being
ruined along with reported irregularities.

Three acres of the farm’s highland,
meant for planting seed potatoes, have been
destroyed because of their action.

This has happened in Domar Foundation
Seed Potato Production Farm of Bangladesh
Agricultural  Development  Corporation
(BADQ).

Locals claimed that this is a win for the
contractors, as they got a part of the earth
required to fill the farm’s vast lowland for
free. They alleged that gross irregularities
have taken place to benefit both the farm
authority and contractors, as through their
action, they have pocketed a part of the fund
that was allocated for getting earth from

‘ misdeeds.
y MD BELIM (60), a grocer outside the farm’s east gate

somewhere else.

As a consequence of digging the ditch,
achieving the project goal of expanding the
production area will now face difficulties. The
highland, which was recovered by removing
unnecessary trees, now cannot be added to
the production area.

BADC  sources

informed that the

Wishing anonymity, local
labourers working for the
contractors said digging
continued for four to five
months in presence of the farm
authority. The project director
(PD) visited the site from Dhaka
several times but did not take
action.

government has launched a project
“Maansamponno Bij Alu Utpadon o
Sangrakkhon ebong Krishak Porjaye Bitaran
Jordarkoran Prakalpa” -- at a cost of Tk 600
crore, Lo increase production and preservation
of quality seed potato as well as strengthen its
distribution among farmers.
For the land-related work in Domar farm,
like filling lowland with earth, around Tk 12

1“&&:

Domar Foundation Seed Potato Production Farm of Bangladesh Agricultural Development
Corporation (BADC) was getting ready to welcome a boost in seed potato production, as
authorities were supposed to make its land more suitable for cultivation. Even though a fund was
allotted to get the required earth from outside the farm, contractors with the farm authorities’
approval, instead dug a deep ditch right inside the farm, allegedly to keep a part of the fund in

PHOTO: STAR

crore was allocated.

Under the project, various infrastructures
are (o be constructed in several BADC potato
farms, along with filling the farms’ lowland
with earth and recovering new land for potato
cultivation.

Domar potato farm implemented the
project’s major part in 2021-22 fiscal by filling
the lowland and recovering land.

Accordingly, an old mango orchard at the
farm’s C-Block was cleared months ago to
recover three acres of highland, said sources.

About 30 to 33 acres of lowland was also
brought under the earth-filling initiative,
and contractors were supposed (0 manage
the earth from somewhere else. But with the
authority’s seeming blessings, the contractors
dug a vast ditch in the recovered highland
and extracted earth from there.

Wishing anonymity, local labourers
working for the contractors said digging
continued for four to five months in presence
of the farm authority. The project director
(PD) visited the site from Dhaka several times
but did not take action.

The contractors also brought earth from
outside, as it is not possible to fill 30 to 33
acres with the extracted earth from the farm.

Mominur Rahman (55) of Kumbarir Danga

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

‘Rangpur polls
shouldn’t be like

Gaibandha by-polls’

Says Election Commissioner
Rashida Sultana

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Elecuon Commissioner Rashida Sultana yesterday said
the EC does not want the Rangpur City Corporation polls
to go in the direction of the Gaibandha by-polls.

“We have already instructed the returning officer to
convey the message (o the local administration,” she said.

She mentioned that the commission received the
report of further investigation regarding the irregularities
that took place in the Gaibandha-5 by-polls on October 12,
for which the election has been postponed.

While talking to reporters at her EC office, Rashida
termed the irregularities in the by-polls as an isolated
incident.

After the Gaibandha by-polls, voting to the zila
parishads and Faridpur 2 by-polls were also conducted,
and there was no negative report about these polls, she
said.

“We will review the Gaibandha report and then discuss
what kind of steps we will need to take. It will not be wise
to make any comments now about the punishments
against the persons involved,” she said.

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal on
November 5 said that they will further investigate to get
the “complete picture” of clectoral irregularities during
the Gaibandha-5 by-polls.

A day after the polls were postponed, the EC formed
a probe committee to find out whether irregularities

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

BGB, BSF discuss
joint efforts to

fight crime

STAR DIGITAL REPORT

Border guards of both Bangladesh and India
have discussed commencing joint efforts to fight
trans-border crimes and illegal cross-border
movement.

The two forces have also stated their interest to
adopt a plan of simultaneous coordinated patrol
at the West Bengal frontier.

The matters were discussed at Border
Coordination Conference between the inspector
general of India’s Border Security Force (BSF)
and regional commanders of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB).

The conference began in Kolkata on November
13 and is set to conclude today.

Both BGB and BSF decided to enhance
information-sharing to check trans-border
crimes.

A press statement issued by BSEF at the
conference stated, “During the meeting, both sides
shared their agenda points. The matter related to
a coordinated border management plan was also
discussed.”

“The  discussion included topics like
simultaneous coordinated patrols both during day
and night, sharing of intelligence, identification
of vulnerable areas and increased frequency of
meetings at all levels,” it added.

The statement also mentioned that various
issues of mutual interest for effective border
management were brought up during the
conference.

Bangladesh and West Bengal share 2,216.7 km
of border area.
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