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Won’t veer into 
conflict with China
Biden tells East Asia Summit; 
Russia’s Lavrov says West 
militarising Southeast Asia

REUTERS, Phnom Penh

US President Joe Biden told Asian leaders yesterday that 
US communication lines with China would stay open to 
prevent conflict, as the first of three summits of world 
leaders this week ended, with tense talks almost certain 
in the days ahead. 

Biden during an address to the East Asia Summit 
in Cambodia, said the United States would “compete 
vigorously” with Beijing while “ensuring competition 
does not veer into conflict”, stressing the importance of 
peace in the Taiwan Strait.

Biden also called on Myanmar’s military rulers to 
follow a peace plan they agreed to with the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), while condemning 
North Korea’s missile launches and Russia’s “brutal and 
unjust” invasion of Ukraine. 

The Southeast Asia region is also hosting the Group of 
20 (G20) Summit in Indonesia’s Bali this week, ahead of 
which Biden will meet Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping for 
the first time since taking office, with relations between 
the two superpowers at their worst in decades. 

The war in Ukraine and its economic fallout is expected 
to dominate discussions in Bali and at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Bangkok at the 
end of the week, as alongside climate commitments, food 
insecurity and tensions over the Taiwan Strait, the South 
China Sea and North Korea.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on the sidelines 
of the summit in Cambodia yesterday accused the West 
of militarising Southeast Asia to contain Chinese and 
Russian interest in a key geostrategic battleground. 

“The United States and its Nato allies are trying to 
master this space,” Lavrov told reporters.

He said Biden’s Indo-Pacific strategy, which the US 
president was promoting heavily at the meeting, was 
an attempt to bypass “inclusive structures” for regional 
cooperation.

Biden held a trilateral meeting with leaders of allies 
Japan and South Korea and said the three countries were 
“more aligned than ever” on North Korea. 

South Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol said the North’s 
recent provocations showed its regime’s “nature against 
humanitarianism”. 

Japan counterpart Fumio Kishida said Pyongyang’s 
actions, which included a recent firing of a ballistic missile 
over Japan, were unprecedented.
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Demonstrators gather in a “For our Children” protest against pollution in Belgrade, Serbia yesterday. 
Protesters urge the Serbian government to change its attitude towards environmental issues. PHOTO: AFP

Taliban ban Afghan 
women from gyms
AFP, Kabul

Gyms and public baths are now also off limits to 
Afghan women, the Taliban confirmed yesterday, 
days after banning them from parks and funfairs. 
Women are increasingly being squeezed out of 
public life since the Taliban’s return last year despite 
the hardline Islamists promising a softer version 
of the harsh rule that characterised their first stint 
in power that ended in 2001.  “Gyms are closed for 
women because their trainers were male and some 
of them were combined gyms,” Mohammad Akif 
Sadeq Mohajir, spokesman for the Ministry for 
the Prevention of Vice and Promotion of Virtue, 
told AFP. He said “hammams” -- traditional public 
bathing houses that have always been segregated 
by sex -- were now also off limits. “Currently, every 
house has a bathroom in it, so it won’t be any issue 
for the women,” he said. One video clip circulating 
on social media -- which could not immediately 
be verified -- showed a group of women, backs 
to the camera, lamenting the gym ban. “It’s a 
women-only gym -- the teachers and trainers are 
all women,” a voice says, breaking with emotion. 

RECENT RIOTS

Iran charges 
more than 
750 people
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s judiciary has 
charged more than 750 
people in three provinces 
for participating in 
“recent riots”, local media 
reported, amid nationwide 
protests since the death of 
Mahsa Amini.

More than 2,000 people 
had already been charged, 
nearly half of them in the 
capital Tehran, since the 
demonstrations began in 
mid-September, according 
to judiciary figures.
They face accusations in-
cluding “incitement to 
killing”, “harming secu-
rity forces”, “propaganda 
against the regime”, Mizan 
Online news website said.

COP27 CLIMATE TALKS

Slow progress stokes 
worry over final deal

REUTERS, Sharm El-Sheikh

One week into this year’s UN climate 
summit in Egypt, frustrations were 
starting to flare as negotiators worried 
about resolving myriad details in time 
for a deal by the summit’s scheduled 
close on Friday.

With a long list of demands for 
COP27, country delegates said 
yesterday there had been little 
progress so far on the technical details 
of how to deliver on deals and pledges 
made in previous years.

Those pledges include making 
steep cuts in climate-warming 
emissions within this decade and 
contributing to hundreds of billions 
of dollars needed each year by 
developing nations already struggling 
to cope with the impacts of climate 
change.

One frustrated senior negotiator, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the slow pace so far meant the 
second week of talks, being held in 
the Red Sea resort town of Sharm el-
Sheikh, would be bogged down with 
too many unresolved agenda items. 

That could also complicate the 
talks among government ministers on 
the so-called cover decisions - which 
make up the core political deal from 
the two-week summit.

COP27 featured no public events 
yesterday, dubbed by organizers as a 
“day of rest,” during which thousands 
of attendees hit the local beaches and 
tourist shops. 
National negotiators, however, 
continued their work.  “There’s just a 
lot to get done in five days,” said Tom 
Evans, a policy analyst for the E3G 
non-profit think tank. 

Netanyahu tapped 
to form next govt
AFP, Jerusalem

Israel’s veteran ex-premier Benjamin Netanyahu 
yesterday secured a mandate to form a new 
government, paving the way for his comeback at 
the helm of what is expected to be the most right-
wing administration in the country’s history. 
After a period of unprecedented political gridlock 
that forced five elections in less than four years, 
November 1 polls gave Netanyahu and his far-right 
allies a clear majority in the 120-seat parliament. 
“I have decided to assign to you, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the task of forming a government,” 
President Isaac Herzog told him at a ceremony in 
Jerusalem. Accepting the mandate, Netanyahu 
vowed to serve all Israelis. The veteran right-winger 
will have at least 28 days to build a coalition with his 
allies -- two ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties a rising 
extreme-right alliance called Religious Zionism.

Biden to meet China’s Xi in Bali today

Japan, S. Korea, US denounce North’s missile launches


