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‘TikTok-ing’ 
banned at 
Lalbagh Fort
DIPAN NANDY

The authorities of 
Lalbagh Fort have 
banned filming of 
TikTok videos on its 
premises. 

They claimed that 
while filming, the video 
creators create trouble 
for other visitors. 

Some have even 
quarrelled with visitors, 
said officials working at 
the historic site. 

“Most of the TikTokers 
are young and have been 
involved in quarrels with 
visitors while shooting 
their videos. Hence, we 
have banned the filming 
of such videos on the 
fort premises,’’ Lalbagh 
Fort Assistant Custodian 
Tanzilur Rahman told 
The Daily Star. 

“I found TikTokers 
everywhere, making 
videos and even violating 
the privacy of visitors. 
Many visitors feel 
embarrassed under such 
circumstances,” said 
Latiful Islam, a resident 
of Azimpur, who visited 
the fort last week. 

‘Salary Tk 20,000, 
compensation 

Tk 12 lakh’
Demand vessel workers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should immediately fix the wages 
and amount of compensation in case of death, 
natural or accidental, of vessel workers on duty, 
said discussants at a programme yesterday.

Sadharon Nou Sramik Oikya Parishad, a 
platform for the rights of vessel workers, came up 
with this demand at a press conference at Dhaka 
Reporters Unity.

Leaders of the organisation also warned of a 
movement if their demand is not met in 15 days.

The speakers said the government set the 
salary at Tk 7,700 and compensation at Tk 2 lakh 
through a gazette in 2016. But it has already been 
six and a half years since it was increased.

Monirul Islam, member secretary of the 
platform, demanded a monthly salary of Tk 20,000 
and compensation upon death at Tk 12 lakh.

Presiding over the function, Mohammad 
Mohiuddin, convener of Nou Sramik Oikya 
Parishad, said, “We will enforce a strike after 
November 28, if our demand is not met.”

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

SC stays bail of 
ex-NSU trustee
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
yesterday stayed till November 21 a part of the 
High Court verdict that granted conditional bail 
to former member of North South University’s 
(NSU) trustee board MA Kashem in a Tk 304-crore 
money laundering case.

Chamber judge of the Appellate Division Justice 
M Enayetur Rahim, however, upheld another part 
of the HC verdict that granted conditional bail to 
another former member -- Rehana Rahman -- in 
the same case.

The apex court chamber judge passed the 
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Ministry to set 
up databank for 
mortgaged land
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The land ministry is going to set up a digital databank for 
mortgaged lands to protect people against forgeries.

At a coordination meeting with divisional 
commissioners at the ministry yesterday, Land Minister 
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury said banks, sub-registry 
offices, land offices and commoners will be able to verify 
information relating to land mortgages online.

It will prevent the practice of unusual buying and selling, 
mutating or remortgaging land, he said, adding that lenders 
will benefit more from the databank, reads a press release.

Land Secretary Mustafizur Rahman said in the first 
quarter of the current fiscal, about Tk 168 crore was 
collected as land development tax.

A worker dries pieces of plastic, which were procured after breaking down different bottles with a machine, 
under the sun. These scraps of plastic are then sold by the kilo to different factories that recycle and turn them 
into everyday-use items. This photo was taken in Khulna city’s Zero Point area recently.   PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

RIVER EROSION ALLOCATION

No report on 
beneficiaries yet

MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN

Department of Disaster Management (DDM) distributed 
Tk 50 crore among victims of river erosion in October 
2021 through upazila nirbahi officers of the affected areas.

According to relevant documents, DDM in two separate 
orders issued on March 8 and June 20, asked UNOs to 
submit details of the beneficiaries.

But even after almost a year, DDM is yet to get a proper 
response from the UNOs.

In this backdrop, the department issued a reminder 
letter to UNOs on November 7, asking them to submit all 
the details by November 14.

The allocation was made under Prime Minister’s 
Financial Aid to the Extreme Poor and Destitute of River 
Erosion Prone Areas.

In 2021, a total of 51,094 families of 96 upazilas in 31 
districts were proposed for the aid, and the money was 
allocated to the UNOs from the special fund under the 
2021-22 budget, reads a letter issued on October 10, 2021.

DDM told UNOs to follow the guidelines and distribute 
money to families equally and also submit a report 
with the details of beneficiaries after distribution, since 
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Once a morgue, now 
a diabetes centre

The 38-year journey of Pabna diabetic association

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

An abandoned one-storey building 
of the health department on Abdul 
Hamid road in Pabna was mostly 
used to keep dead bodies. But it all 
changed in 1984 when a few youths 
came together and turned the 
ghostly establishment into a facility 
to treat diabetes patients.

Since then, over two lakh patients 
have been admitted to this diabetic 

centre, most of whom would have 
remained untreated otherwise as 
the facility provides their service at 
a minimal cost.

“Pabna Diabetic Association, 
a non-government organisation 
dedicated to diabetes patients, 
was established in 1984, headed 
by then prominent businessman 
Afzal Hossain as president and Dr 
Monwarul Aziz as secretary,” said 
freedom fighter Baby Islam, current 

chair of the organisation.
When they started bringing 

untreated diabetes patients into 
the system in the ‘80s, the response 
from people was poor as most of 
them were unaware of the dangers 
posed by this chronic disease back 
then.

“At first we hardly got 5-10 
patients a day. However, our 
gradual awareness programmes 
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