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inspired many people, so 
patients started turning 
in the ‘90s. Now 800 to 
1,000 patients are coming 
to the centre every day 
for treatment,” said Baby 
Islam.

“Patients who have cards  
are getting regular health 
checkups, including blood 
tests by paying only Tk 100. 
The doctors of our facility 
don’t charge a penny from 
them,” said Dr Shahinur 
Rahman, chief doctor at 
the centre.

Besides, they also 
provide eye treatment, ENT 
treatment, dental service 
and pediatric treatment.

The association has now 
expanded and built two 
other establishments in the 
district -- one at Gaspara 
in Pabna upazila and 
another in Kashinathpur in 
Shanthia upazila -- treating 
thousands of patients every 
day.

The success story does 
not end here.  In 2016, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
donated 1.3 bigha land of to 
the health department on 
Abdul Hamid road to the 
association, to build a full-
fledged modern hospital.

Contacted, Dr Monisor 
Chowdhury, civil surgeon 
of Pabna said, “We (Pabna 
Health Department) 
have opened a corner for 
diabetic patients in all 
the upazila hospitals this 
year. We hope to bring all 
diabetic patients under 
medical service very soon.”

No reports
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without their feedback, 
DDM will not be able to 
report to the Ministry of 
Disaster Management and 
Relief.

On May 22, the ministry 
directed DDM to submit a 
report in this regard.

In the latest reminder, 
signed by Deputy Director 
(FFW) MD Nuruzzaman, 
UNOs and upazila project 
implementation officers 
were asked to submit 
reports within one week.

Contacted, Nuruzzaman 
said he could not 
immediately say how many 
UNOs have complied with 
their orders.

“If they [UNOs] fail to 
submit reports on time, 
we’ll inform our director 
general for the next course 
of action,” he said.

‘STEM FEST’ 
held at Int’l 
Hope School
STAR REPORT

A festival titled “STEM 
FEST 2022” was held at the 
Chattogram campus of 
International Hope School 
Bangladesh on Saturday, 
said a press release.

Students took part in 
activities related to science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics.

Dr Anupam Sen, vice 
chancellor of Premier 
University, attended the 
event as chief guest. 

 Vice Principal Zhoodarbek 
Zhumabaev, and Parahat 
Amanduryyev, head of 
senior section at Chattogram 
campus, were observing the 
festival. They were supportive 
to the students and their team 
of coordinators, judges and 
volunteers.

Action plan
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The prevalence of diabetes 
is increasing in Bangladesh.

In 2021, the 
International Diabetes 
Federation estimated that 
13.1 million people were 
living with diabetes in 
Bangladesh, and projected 
the number to be almost 
double by 2025.

“There is not a single 
family that does not have 
a diabetic patient or a 
member at risk of getting 
diabetes,” Md Saif added.

Alarmingly, around half 
of the diabetic patients 
in the country show no 
symptoms before clinical 
diagnosis, different studies 

show.
Experts urged all 

people aged over 30 years 
in the country to go for a 
diagnosis.

At yesterday’s event, 
speakers also stressed 
on  maintaining balanced 
dietary habit and lifestyle 
to prevent diabetes.

Speaking at the 
occasion, Prof AK Azad 
Khan said, “The diabetes 
situation has turned into 
an epidemic worldwide. 
This is a life-threatening 
disease that has a 
negative impact on the 
patient and family, as well 
as on the economy of the 
country.”

SC stays bail
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orders following two 
separate petitions filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, seeking stay 
on the HC verdict.

Justice Enayetur asked 
the ACC to file a leave to 
appeal petition with the 
SC by November 21 against 
the HC verdict that granted 
bail to Kashem.

The judge passed 
“no order” on the ACC’s 
petition that sought a stay 
on Rehana’s bail.

Kashem cannot get 
released from jail before 
November 21, following the 
SC chamber judge’s order, 
but there is no legal bar to 
Rehana’s release from jail, 
their lawyer Sayeed Ahmed 
Raza told The Daily Star.

Lawyers Murad Reza and 
Shah Monjurul Hoque also 
appeared for Kashem and 
Rehana during yesterday’s 
hearing. On November 10, 
the HC granted conditional 
bail to Kashem and Rehana.

Raise production
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secretary Anwar Faruque 
suggested undertaking 
different programmes to 
make seeds of high-yield 
biofortified crop varieties 
available to growers.

Awareness programmes 
are also crucial because 
there is still huge confusion 
among  consumers about 
biofortification, he said. 
“Biofortification is a 
natural process.” 

At present, more 
than 255 fortified crops 
are available across the 
globe, said Barc Executive 
Chairperson Shaikh 
Mohammad Bokhtiar.

Although rice is the 
main concern to ensure 
food security, Bangladesh 
needs to focus on 
biofortification of crops 

like pulse and mustard as 
well, he said.

Addressing as chief 
guest, Sayedul Islam, 
secretary of agriculture 
ministry,  said with its large 
population, Bangladesh 
needs to produce its own 
food, and this is the prime 
target of the ministry.

Margherita Capalbi, 
programme manager 
(agriculture, food security 
and nutrition) at Delegation 
of the European Union 
to Bangladesh, said they 
are committed to support 
Bangladesh to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) 2, which is 
achieving “zero hunger”.

Rudaba Khondker, 
country director of 
The Global Alliance for 
Improved Nutrition, 

said enhancing policies 
is important to address 
nutrition deficiency in 
Bangladesh.

Shahjahan Kabir, 
director general of 
Bangladesh Rice Research 
Institute, said since 
rice is the staple food 
in Bangladesh, adding 
micronutrients to it is 
crucial to fight nutrition 
deficiency.

Khairul Bashar, country 
manager of HarvestPlus; 
Benojir Alam, director 
general of Department of 
Agricultural Extension; 
Saiqa Siraj, country 
director of Nutrition 
International; and Mary 
Rashid, team leader of 
World Vision’s BIeNGS 
project, among others, 
spoke at the event.

Caretaker
FROM PAGE 3

from some of his partymen, 
promising to make them 
ministers and lawmakers. 
Business centring 
nominations has begun.”

“I’ve never seen so many 
billboards here. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
asked us to spend less. 
Here, I see billboards all 
around,” he said.

He urged AL leaders and 
activists to spend less and 
work for the well-being of 
people.

AL Joint General 
Secretary Mahbub Alam 
Hanif inaugurated the 
council.

After the speech, Abdul 
High MP was announced as 
president and Saidul Karim 
Mintu as general secretary 
of the district unit.

Online process
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to government schools, 
and December 13 for non-
government schools, 
according to officials.

“We hope we will get 
approval for the proposed 
admission test guideline 
soon,” the DSHE director 
said.

If approved, the online 
application process will end 
on December 6, officials said.

This year’s applications 
for government and non-
government schools will 
be conducted on the same 
website, with two sections 
-- one for public schools, 
and another for their non-
government counterparts. 
Students will be able to 
select five schools against 
one form. The price of a 
form will be set at Tk 110.

Details about this 
year’s process, including 
the lottery system, will be 
disclosed soon through 
notification.
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MA Rab’s death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
47th death 
anniversary 
of Maj Gen 
(retd) MA 
Rab Bir 
Uttam, chief 
of staff of 
Liberation Forces and first 
honorary managing director 
of “Mukti Joddha Kalyan 
Trust”, said a press release.

His relatives and well-
wishers are requested to 
pray for eternal peace of 
the departed soul.

Asitbaran 
Ghosh passes 
away
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

A s i t b a r a n 
G h o s h , 
f o r m e r 
E n g l i s h 
t e a c h e r 
of Govt 
Azam Khan 
Commerce 
College in Khulna, passed 
away at a city hospital 
yesterday, at the age of 86.

He left behind his wife 
Bharti Ghosh, a Rabindra 
song artist, daughter 
Anindita Ghosh Gopa and 
son Arunashish Ghosh 
Hindol.

He was put on life 
support at City Medical 
Hospital in Khulna as 
his health condition 
deteriorated due to 
pneumonia.

Prof Asitbaran Ghosh 
-- who was a patron of 
education, literature and 
culture -- was born in 
Jashore in 1936.

He who obtained his 
master’s degree in English 
literature from Dhaka 
University

Asitbaran retired from 
Satkira Government 
College in 1993.

During his teaching 
career, he worked to 
develop the cultural 
consciousness and human 
values   in his students.

He was cremated in 
Rupsha, Khulna.

Akhtaruzzaman’s 
death anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
fourth death 
anniversary 
o f 
A k h t a r u z -
z a m a n , 
a retired 
d e p u t y 
general manager of Janata 
Bank, said a press release. 

On the occasion, a doa 
mahfil will be held at his 
Dhanmondi residence in 
the capital after Asr prayers 
today. Besides, prayers will be 
offered at his grave in Banani.


