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Connecting 
Bangladesh  
to the world
Tourism expo to 
start Dec 1

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The three-day Bangladesh 
International Travel and 
Tourism Expo (BITTE) 
will start from December 
1 to boost the country’s 
tourism industry.

The expo organiser 
-- Association of Travel 
Agents of Bangladesh 
(ATAB) -- held a press 
conference in this regard at 
a Dhaka hotel yesterday.

SM Manzur Murshed 
Mahbub, president of 
ATAB, and Kamrul Islam, 
general manager, Public 
Relations at US-Bangla 
Airlines, spoke at the event.

Country’s new private 
airlines Air Astra will be 
the title sponsor of this 
year’s expo. Imran Asif, 
chief executive officer 
of the airlines, was also 
present. Representatives 
of 15 foreign countries will 
participate in the event.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

Customs Intelligence and 
Investigation Directorate 
(CIID) yesterday seized 56 
gold bars weighing over 
six kilos at Shah Amanat 
International Airport in 
Chattogram.

The gold was hidden 
under a seat of a Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines 
flight from Dubai that 
landed at the airport 
around 8:30am, said 
Bashir Ahmed, additional 
director general of CIID in 
Chattogram.

The gold is worth around 
Tk 4.5 crore, he said.

A case was filed in this 
connection but no one has 
been arrested so far, the 
official said.

56 gold bars 
seized at Ctg 
airport

Will not leave the land alone
Mongla Port Authority adamant to dump sand from Pasur river 

on arable land despite alternatives

MOSTAFA YOUSUF, back from Khulna

The Mongla Port Authority is 
still adamant to dump sand on 
arable land in Banisanta union of 
Khulna’s Dacope upazila despite 
having alternatives to pile up the 
to-be dredged sand elsewhere. 

This has triggered a spark of 
anger among the locals who have 
been waging protests to protect 
their cropland.

The port authority took up the 
project which was approved by 
Executive Committee of National 
Economic Council (Ecnec) in 
2020 to dredge 2.16 crore tonnes 
of sand from Pasur river to 
facilitate its navigability.

The conflict between locals 
and the port authority ensued at 
the beginning of 2020 when the 
latter selected 300 acres of arable 
land in Banisanta for dumping 
the dredged sand.

Satyajit Gain, member 
secretary of Banisanta Krishi 
Jomi Rokkha Songram 
Committee, told The Daily Star 

that the port authority decided 
to dump the sand on their arable 
land without consulting them.

Satyajit said they proposed 
three alternative sites for piling 
up the sand. The sand could be 
used in the construction of Khan 
Jahan Ali Airport or the Mongla-
Khulna Highway. 

The third option is Kainmari 
and Chila area which are situated 
in a lowland. 

Local farmers -- on whose land 
the sand will be piled up -- have 
been protesting for more than 
two years, urging the authority 
and knocking at every door of 
the government’s higher-ups to 

protect their cropland. 
Bissojit Mondol, a farmer of 

Banisanta, said his family solely 
depends on the land for their 
livelihood.

“This is not about how much 
money I am getting in return. 
This is the question of existence. 
The port authority seems to have 
taken a vow to displace us.”

“If our livelihood is destroyed, 
we will be displaced from the land 
where our ancestors have lived 
hundreds of years,” he said.

Samir Mondol, another farmer 
from Bhujankhali village of 
Banisanta, said, “Round the year, 
from every bigha we can earn 
Tk 1.5 lakh from paddy and Tk 1 
lakh from watermelon. We live off 
depending on the land,” he said.

Rear Admiral Mohammad 
Musa, chairman of Mongla Port 
Authority, could not be reached 
for comments as he is currently 
abroad.

Acting chairman Commodore 
Abdul Wadud Tarafdar told The 

Mongla Port Authority is eying to dump the dredged sand on this 
paddy field in Banisanta. PHOTO: STAR
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Pure honey 
production can 
boost economy
Speakers tell Khulna 
conference
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Speakers at a conference in Khulna have stressed 
the need for producing and collecting pure honey 
from natural sources to maintain its hygiene and 
quality.

The sale of substandard honey by many 
unscrupulous traders has become a common 
phenomenon in the country, said the discussants.

In most cases, they make honey from sugar as 
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This is the present condition of the 38-kilometre-long Haridaya river in Narsingdi. Once a sanctuary to local fishes, the river has been 
narrowed down to a canal amid rampant encroachment and subsequent pollution.

HARIDAYA 
on deathbed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

Rampant encroachment and dumping of waste have put 
Haridaya river in Narsingdi on deathbed. 

The situation is deteriorating day by day due to the 
authorities’ inaction, alleged locals. 

Meanwhile, different government bodies stay locked in 
a blame game instead of taking effective measures to 

protect the 38-kilometre-long river.
Once considered to be a sanctuary of 
different local fishes, the river has now 

turned into a narrow canal, with its 
pungent blackish water posing as a 

health hazard.
During a recent visit, this 

correspondent found that several 
hundreds of concrete structures, 
including factories, houses and 
other business institutions have 

been set up beside the river bank.
Furthermore, tonnes of waste 

from factories, kitchen markets and 
households are being poured into the 

river.
To restore its navigability, Water 

Development Board (WDB) excavated the 
Haridaya in 2018. However, the effort went in vain as 

people kept dumping waste in the river due to a lack of 
monitoring.

The Narsingdi Boro Bazar -- consisting of around 
2,000 shops -- is located in the town on the bank of the 
river. Locals estimate over two tonnes of waste from the 
market are dumped in the river daily.
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Allocate 
more for 
climate 
crisis
Info minister tells 
discussion

BSS, Dhaka

Information Minister Hasan 
Mahmud has demanded 
World Climate Fund’s (WCF) 
separate allocations to 
offset the billions of dollars 
in water-related damages 
incurred by Bangladesh due 
to climate change-induced 
disasters.

The minister was 
addressing a sideline 
session of the ongoing COP 
27, titled “Highlighting Loss 
and Damage to Water and 
Sanitation Infrastructures 
due to Climate Hazards in 
Bangladesh”, organised 
by the WaterAid at 
Bangladesh pavilion in 
Egypt’s Sharm El-Sheikh 
on Friday evening.

He said many, at first, 
did not want to admit the 
issue of massive damage to 
water and sanitation due to 
natural disasters. 

However, the extent of 
damage in many climate-
vulnerable countries 
including Bangladesh 
is huge said Hasan, also 
Awami League joint general 
secretary.

He said funding should 
be allocated separately by 
creating different sectors 
for meeting and mitigating 
these losses.  

Hasan termed the 
joining of the world leaders, 
including US President Joe 
Biden, in the COP 27 a ray 
of hope. 
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