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The minister also expressed 
his apprehension over the 
climate fund due to the 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
war.

He said immediate 
initiatives should be taken 
to stop the Russia-Ukraine 
war to save the world. 

Hasan, who is also 
an environmentalist, 
highlighted different 
climate change impacts on 
Bangladesh’s water supply 
and sanitation. 

Those impacts included 
the rise of sea level and 
increasing temperature, 
unseasonal rainfall, 
increased drought and 
saltwater intrusion into 
coastal areas, erosion of 
river banks, the occurrence 
of cyclones and floods and 
damage caused by flash 
floods in urban areas, he 
added.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t 
Selim Ul Haque, climate 
change expert Collin 
McQuistan, researcher 
Md Shams-ud-Doha, 
WaterAid Bangladesh 
chapter director Partho 
Hafez Shaikh and senior 
advocacy officer Adnan 
Kader, among others, 
addressed the session as 
WaterAid Bangladesh 
country director Hasin 
Jahan conducted it.

Pure honey
FROM PAGE 5

the price of Sundarbans’ 
honey is much costlier, they 
said, adding that generally, 
one cannot distinguish 
this impure honey from the 
pure one.

Addressing the 
conference as chief guest, 
Khulna City Corporation 
Mayor Talukder Abdul 
Khaleque said honey is a 
heritage of the Sundarbans. 
It is possible to increase the 
export of quality honey 
to different countries by 
proper processing from 
this region, he added.

He emphasised proper 
marketing of domestic 
honey through the creation 
of entrepreneurship 
in a bid to eliminate 
unemployment and boost 
the country’s economy.

The conference titled 
“Bee and Honey” was held 
at Khulna Convention 
Centre in the city yesterday, 
organised by Bee and 
Honey Association of 
Bangladesh.

The conference was 3rd of 
its kind of association where 
farmers, traders, researchers 
and consumers met and 
discussed how to enrich the 
sector, said its President Syed 
Mohammad Moinul Anwar.  
The initiative was taken to 
increase awareness, remove 
common misconceptions 
about honey, and build 
good relations between 
researchers, farmers, 
producers, traders and 
consumers,.

About 400 beekeepers, 
traders and researchers 
participated in the 
conference.
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Daily Star they were waiting 
for the public sentiment to 
soften. Meantime, they are 
in talks with the admin and 
police as to how they can 
appease locals.

“As locals and 
environmentalists raised 
questions about dumping 
sand on the 300-acre area, 
we are working on how to 
dissipate the concern.”

He said recently, the 
secretary of the shipping 
ministry visited the area 
and a proposal considering 
all the options has been 
sent to the PMO. 

Tarafdar claimed that the 
options were not feasible.

“The airport is 26 
kilometres far from Mongla 
Port. The dredger that will 
extract sand can take the 
sand at best five kilometres 
from the Pasur. Other 
options are not viable. There 
are technical bottlenecks.”

“We singled out the site 
for dumping sand after 
a feasibility study which 
found it viable for the sand 
to be piled up,” he added. 

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association, 
said they talked to the 
deputy commissioner of 
Khulna, who agreed on an 
alternative site at Khulna’s 
Chila upazila, where the 
port authority has already 
dumped sand on 400 acres 
of land out of the 700 acres 
they requisitioned.

“The port authority can 
engage a booster pump 
which can carry sand more 
than five kilometres. They 
can borrow it from the 
Chattogram Port Authority. 
Our question is why you will 
remain adamant to destroy 
arable land when you could 
save it by resorting to other 
options,” she added.

The lost art of hand
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monthly,” he said.
During this period, 

Soyeb tried to start an 
industry of making 
banners and posters in the 
capital’s Wari in 1990. But 
his efforts did not see the 
light, he said.

While discussing how 
they learned this craft, 
BKD said, “There were 
masters in this profession 
and some four to five 
assistants used to work 
under one. We learned the 
techniques while working 
as assistants,” he said.

“But no one shows 
interest to learn the craft or 
make movie posters after 

1984 when the industry 
started to fall,” added BKD.

Asked about the reason 
behind using artists for 
movie posters in this 
digital era, Maj Roisul 
Azam Moni, deputy 
director of the legal and 
media wing of Rab, also an 
“Operation Sundarbans” 
team member, said, “We 
just wanted to bring back 
the history.”

“We all have seen the 
painted posters in the 
olden days. This art form 
suddenly disappeared. So 
we wanted to bring back 
that feeling of nostalgia 
again through these 
movies,” he added.

3 members
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On November 2, 
pedestrians found a CNG-
run autorickshaw driver 
Moktar Hossain (60), in 
an unconscious state from 
Shyamoli’s PC Culture area.

Later, he was taken 
to Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College and 
Hospital, where the duty 
doctors declared him dead.

The victim’s son Habib 
Hossain later filed a case 
with Mohammadpur Police 

Station.
As part of the 

investigation, police 
arrested the three and 
recovered around 18 stolen 
autorickshaws at the 
location they disclosed 
during interrogation.

The gang operated in 
groups of three to four 
members, said police. 

Police suspect the gang 
may have 10-12 members. 
They are now trying to 
arrest them.
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Haridaya on deathbed
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Monira Akter, a zoology 
teacher at Narsingdi 
Public College, said, “In 
our childhood, around 
three decades ago, we saw 
many types of local fishes, 
including Zebrafish, Baan, 
Bata, Boyal and Gojar in 
this river.”

“But now the river has 
become so polluted that no 
fish can survive here,” she 
said. 

“There were around 150 
to 200 fishers in my village 
who used to live by fishing 
in this river. But now it is 
very hard to get any fish 
there. As a result, all the 
fishers have changed their 
profession,” said another 
local Omar Faruk.

Moinul Islam Miru, 
president of Narsingdi 
Poribesh Andolon, said 

the  river is dying as the 
administration is yet to take 
any  effective measures.

Contacted, Babul Sarkar, 
president of Narsingdi 
Bazar Traders Association, 
said, “We have directed all 
the traders not to dump 
waste in the river. But 
some have continued the 
practice.”

“The municipal 
authorities have provided 
us with an insufficient 
number of dustbins. 
We need more. The 
conservancy workers need 
to be regular as well,” he 
added.

Narsingdi Municipal 
Mayor Amzad Hossain 
Bacchu denied the 
allegations and said 
cleaners remove waste from 
the Bazar regularly.

“Earlier, we provided 

sufficient numbers of 
drums to dump wastes, 
which got stolen. We do 
not have enough funds to 
be buying bins regularly,” 
he added.

The mayor also blamed 
the Department of 
Environment for its inaction.

Contacted, Md 
Nazmul Huda, director 
of the Department of 
Environment in Narsingdi, 
said, “The municipal 
authorities are responsible 
for waste management. 
Our duty is to monitor 
their activities. They are not 
performing their duties”

“We will soon issue a 
warning notice to stop the 
river pollution,” he said.

Narsingdi’s Water 
Development Board 
engineer Bijoy Indra Sankar 
Chakrabarty said, “We have 

initiated a river excavation 
project. Haridaya’s water 
flow will return to its 
previous state after the 
work is completed.”

No new BCL
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(formed on the occasion of 
the AL national council). 

He said BCL can no 
longer announce any 
committee in any district, 
upazila or university unit 
through a press release.

BCL President Al-
Nahean Khan Joy and 
General Secretary Lekhak 
Bhattacharjee, however, 
could not be reached for 
their comments.

The 30th national 
council of BCL -- which has 
remained pending for the 
last two years -- will be held 
on December 3.

A fisherman drying nets on a makeshift platform at Kuakata beach in Patuakhali. They use the nets to catch 
fish in the sea and sell them at local markets for Tk 1,200-Tk 1,500. This photo was taken recently.
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