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‘The exam questions
are unacceptable’

Say eminent citizens, demanding
reform of education system

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The recent exam questions that hurt religious sentiments
and demeaned women and one writer are unacceptable,
said civil-society members, demanding an end to such
“anarchy” in the education system.

The questions were prepared for HSC and equivalent

examinations.

In a joint statement, signed by 24 eminent citizens,
they said a universal, secular and science-based education
system has not been established even after 50 years of
independence, rather a regressive system has been set up.

People are now talking about whether teachers have
the skills to prepare creative questions. “Both teachers and
students need to acquire creative skills,” they observed.

Pointing to the recent discussions on question papers,
they said itis high time to think about the whole education
system, not just the competency of those who prepare
questions. “The demand of dropping Charles Darwin’s
evolution theory from the curriculum has also concerned

us. This will hinder science study and free thinking. It will

push the country backwards, towards communalism,”

reads the statement.

DENGUE

One dead,
266 more
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least one dengue
patient died, while 266
were admitted to different
hospitals across the
country in the last 24 hours
till yesterday morning.

The death toll now
stands at 193, while total
cases have risen to 46,752.

According to DGHS,
of the deaths, 116 were in
Dhaka, 23 in Cox’s Bazar,
24 in Chattogram, seven in
Barishal, seven in Khulna,
five in Mymensingh, (wo
ecach in Rajshahi and
Narail, and one each in
Narsingdi, Kushtia, Pabna,
Khagrachhari, Bogura,
Madaripur and Feni.

A total of 43,307
patients have already been
released from hospitals,
while 3,252 are still
undergoing treatment.

PRAYER
TIMING iTN3d
NOVEMBER 12 @

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-05 12-45 3-45 5-21 7-00
JAMAAT 5-40 1-15 400 524 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

A farmer shows off his cauliflowers, which are almost ready for harvest. As winter approaches, farmers have

already begun preparing their seasonal vegetables that are to be sold at local markets. This photo was taken

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

in Manikganj’s Shibalaya upazila recently.
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No one should
be living here

Nilphamari forest oflicials residing in dilapidated buildings

Weeds and bushes have taken
over the buildings, making them
a safe habitat for poisonous
insects. The plasters have already
fallen off, revealing the inner
bricks and iron rods, while doors
and windows no longer exist.
This is not the story of some
spooky structures one sees
in a horror film, rather they

are offices and residents of
government officials working for
the social forestation and nursery
department in Nilphamari’s
Saidpur upazila.

The Public Works Department
declared these structures
abandoned a decade ago. The
offices and five residential
quarters were built way back
in 1882 in Kundol area, beside
Rangpur-Dinajpur highway.

Since then, no renovation work
has ever been done.

However, il’s mandatory for
forest department officials to
live in their designated quarters,
which are set up in forests adjacent
to the nurseries, where thousands
of saplings of various trees are
grown. Their job is to look after
the wildlife, which cannot be done
by residing in other areas.

Braving all odds, the forest

officials of Nilphamari live in
these dilapidated buildings, away
from their families.

Visiting the place recently, this
correspondent saw that some
residential staffers have hung
polythene sheets below the roof,
a desperate attempt to save their
belongings and themselves from
rain, sun and concrete particles
falling from the ceiling.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Kuet student
dies under train
in Joypurhat

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A student of Khulna University of Engineering
and Technology (Kuet) was killed as he fell under
the wheels of a train at Joypurhat Railway Station
carly yesterday.

Rahul Islam (23), from Nagarbandar village in
Bogura’s Shibpur upazila, was a third-year student
of leather engineering department.

He died on the spot while getting off a moving
train at the platform around 4:30am, said railway
police.

As the university was closed on Thursday, Rahul
was going home by Chilahati-bound Shimanta
Expressintercity train, said Moktar Hossain, officer-
in-charge of Santahar Railway Police Station.

Police recovered the body and handed it over to
family members.

Meanwhile, a toddler was killed after a paddy
thresher collided with him in Joypurhat’s Kalai
uparzila yesterday.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

2 die as picnic bus
hits tree in Ctg

UNB, Ctg

Two people died after a picnic bus crashed into a
roadside tree on Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar highway
in Lohagara upazila of Chattogram early yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Avijit (34) and
Shakhawat Siddique (35).

The accident occurred around 3:00am when
the Cox’s Bazar-bound bus from EPZ area of
Chattogram hit a roadside tree on the highway,
said Sumon Rahman, sub-inspector of Dohazari
Highway Police Station.

The two passengers were crushed under wheels
of the bus after falling off the vehicle following the
crash, he added.

They were rushed to Upazila Sadar Hospital
where doctors declared them dead.

Police seized the bus, said the SI.

BNP doing politics

over IMF loan
Says Quader

BSS, Dhaka

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader
yesterday said BNP’s political bankruptcy has
reached such a low point that the party is now
doing politics over the loan of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

“A few days ago, they (BNP leaders) conspired
and presented false and fabricated information
on Bangladesh’s economy to the IMF asking it not
disburse loan (to Bangladesh). Again, when the
IMF is going to provide loans, they are now making
misleading remarks,” he said in a statement.

Quader, also the road transport and bridges
minister, said BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir made unrealistic comments on the
IMF loan, raising questions intentionally.
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