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A handout picture released by the Egyptian Presidency’s official Facebook yesterday shows Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (3rd R) riding a bicycle on the sidelines of the COP27 climate conference, in Egypt’s Red Sea 
resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh. PHOTO: AFP

RISING COST OF LIVING IN UK

1 lakh civil servants 
vote to join strikes
AFP, London

Some 100,000 UK civil servants yesterday voted 
to strike, in the latest industrial action to hit 
a country wracked by a cost-of-living crisis. 
More than half of members of the Public and 
Commercial Services (PCS) union working in 126 
employer areas including in the Home Office, 
Department for Transport and Department for 
Work and Pensions voted to strike, exceeding the 
50 percent threshold needed to trigger a walkout. 
“The government must look at the huge vote for 
strike action across swathes of the civil service 
and realise it can no longer treat its workers with 
contempt,” said PCS General Secretary Serwotka. 

Taliban ban women 

from parks in Kabul
AFP, Kabul

The Taliban have banned Afghan women from 
entering the capital’s public parks and funfairs, 
just months after ordering access to be segregated 
by gender. The new rule, introduced this week, 
further squeezes women out of an ever-shrinking 
public space that already sees them banned from 
traveling without a male escort and forced to wear 
a hijab or burqa whenever out of the home. “For 
the past 15 months, we tried our best to arrange 
and sort it out -- and even specified the days,” said 
Akif Sadeq Mohajir, spokesman for Ministry for 
the Prevention of Vice and Promotion of Virtue.

Surge of fossil 
fuel lobbyists 
at COP27
Say watchdogs 

AFP, Sharm el Sheikh

Fossil fuel lobbyists have 
flooded UN climate talks in 
Egypt, a report by watchdog 
groups said yesterday, as 
calls grow at the summit for 
a windfall tax on oil majors’ 
bumper profits.

More than 600 lobbyists 
from some of the world’s 
biggest polluters have 
registered to the climate 
talks in the Egyptian resort 
of Sharm el-Sheikh, up 25 
percent from last year, the 
analysis by groups including 
Global Witness and 
Corporate Accountability 
found.

They said that is more 
than the number of 
lobbyists from the 10 most 
climate-affected countries 
combined.

“There’s been a lot of lip 
service paid to this being the 
so-called African COP, but 
how are you going to address 
the dire climate impacts 
on the continent when 
the fossil fuel delegation 
is larger than that of any 
African country?” said 
Phillip Jakpor of Corporate 
Accountability.

The groups scoured the 
official list of registered 
participants looking 
for those either directly 
affiliated with oil and gas 
companies, or people who 
are attending as part of 
delegations that “act on 
behalf of the fossil fuel 
industry”.

Last year at the UN 
climate meeting in Glasgow, 
they counted 503 fossil fuel 
lobbyists registered.

GOP closes in on 
US House majority
Senate still up for grabs

REUTERS, Washington

Republicans edged closer yesterday to securing a 
majority in the US House of Representatives while 
control of the Senate hinged on a few tight races, two 
days after Democrats staved off an anticipated “red 
wave” of Republican gains in midterm elections. 

Republicans have captured at least 210 House seats, 
Edison Research projected, eight short of the 218 
needed to wrest the House away from Democrats and 
effectively halt President Joe Biden’s legislative agenda. 

While Republicans remain favored, there were 33 
House contests yet to be decided - including 21 of the 
53 most competitive races, based on a Reuters analysis 
of the leading nonpartisan forecasters - likely ensuring 
the final outcome will 
not be determined for 
some time. 

The fate of the Senate 
was far less certain. 
Either party could seize 
control by winning 
too-close-to-call races in Nevada and Arizona, where 
officials are tallying thousands of uncounted ballots.

The party in power historically suffers heavy 
casualties in a president’s first midterm election and 
Tuesday’s results suggested voters were punishing 
Biden for the steepest inflation in 40 years.

But Democrats were able to avoid the major defeat 
that Republicans had anticipated and were holding on 
in the close Senate battles in Nevada and Arizona. 

A split in the Senate vote would mean the majority 
would come down to a runoff election in Georgia for 
the second time in two years.

Renewables help 
climate, security

Experts tell COP27 summit as Russia’s war in 
Ukraine forces short-term scramble for fossil 

fuels

AFP, Sharm el Sheikh

Russia’s war in Ukraine has forced a 
short-term scramble for fossil fuels but 
the rise of solar, wind and other clean 
energies is “unstoppable”, the head 
of International Renewable Energy 
Agency told AFP.

Speaking at the UN COP27 climate 
summit in Egypt, Francesco La Camera 
said market forces now all but ensure 
renewables will keep growing fast 
-- but also warned that the pace will 
need to double to prevent a climate 
catastrophe.

The Ukraine war has led to a serious 
energy supply crunch and oil and gas 
price spikes that have forced especially 
European countries to quickly search 
for new suppliers as they head into 
winter.

“In the short term, this will have 
an impact,” said La Camera, director 
general of IRENA.

“But in the medium and long term, 
there is no other way than to accelerate 
decarbonisation. Because ultimately 
renewables are not only good for the 
climate, jobs, GDP, but are a real way to 
ensure energy independence.”

Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg also 
highlighted the strategic aspect of a 
shift away from dependency on Russia 
and other oil and gas suppliers to clean 
and safe renewables.

Russia’s “use of energy as a weapon”, 
he said, “is a stark reminder of the 
need to transition from dependence 
on fossil fuels to renewables, because 
that will make us less dependent on 
Russian gas and Russian oil”.

Helping Nato allies and countries 
everywhere shift to green power will 

not just help mitigate global warming, 
he said, but will also “be good for our 
security”.

As delegates meet in Egypt, US 
President Joe Biden was assessing the 
likely election loss of the House of 
Representatives to the Republicans, 
many of whom are hostile to his 
climate policies.

But La Camera said he saw no danger 
of the United States backsliding in 
Biden’s push to expand clean energies.

“The market is the engine,” he 
said. “The market is already saying 
clearly that we are moving toward 
a system based on renewables and 
complemented by hydrogen, mainly 

green. No one can stop this progress.”
Even under ex-president Donald 

Trump, “coal-fired power plants were 
already closing in the United States,” 
said La Camera.

“The question is not where we are 
going but how fast and at what scale.”

IRENA calculated in a report 
published for COP27 that the energy 
transition is not yet on track to meet 
the Paris Agreement goals of keeping 
global warming well below two degrees 
Celsius and preferable at 1.5 degrees 
compared to the pre-industrial era.


