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Swedish, Norwegian
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After the meeting, Khosru 
told journalists that 
the two envoys mainly 
discussed the latest 
political situation, recent 
political incidents, and the 
country’s electoral system.

He, however, declined 
to elaborate on what they 
talked about the next 
election and the political 
situation. 

Asked whether there 

was a discussion about the 
next election, Khosur said, 
“Of course, we talked about 
the election. Because the 
election is now on everyone’s 
mind. The election is very 
important to everyone in 
and outside the country.”

He said the international 
community wants an 
elected government and 
an elected parliament to 
be in place in Bangladesh 
through a fair election.

A reality more
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pressures, and economic 
strain were discussed as 
common consequences 
of adolescent pregnancies 
among married girls.

It also increases 
the risk of maternal 
complications, including 
eclampsia, postpartum 
haemorrhaging, systemic 
infections, and preterm 
delivery, and is correlated 
with low birth weight and 
early neonatal deaths, said 
Prof Bellal.

Adolescent pregnancy 
also increases school 
dropout and reduces 
employment opportunities 
in the labour market, he 
added.

Since family members, 
teachers, health workers, 
and religious leaders have 
the necessary positioning 
to influence change, 
they should therefore 
contribute to advancing sex 
education to prevent such 

pregnancies, mentioned 
Prof Bellal.

The study was conducted 
through 51 interviews with 
recently pregnant female 
clients of health clinics and 
their family members in 
five locations -- Barishal, 
Cumilla, Chattogram, 
Cox’s Bazar, and Dhaka.

Mushfiqua Zaman 
Satiar, senior officer, 
Embassy of the Netherlands 
in Bangladesh; Arnob 
Chakroborty, managing 
director, Red Orange; Anke 
Van der Kwaak, team leader, 
KIT Royal Tropical Institute; 
Dr Noor Mohammad, 
executive director, 
Population Services 
And Training Centre; Dr 
Ikhtiar Uddin Khandaker, 
director, Care Bangladesh; 
Rowshon Akhter Urmee, 
project coordinator, Brac; 
Umayer Abu Umar, project 
coordinator, Red Orange; 
spoke at the roundtable, 
among others. 

A poet
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Kali o Kalam editor and 
writer Subrata Barua 
presided over the event.

Muntassir Mamoon said, 
“Abul Hasnat performed 
the duties that were 
necessary during that era.”

Manzoorul said, 
“Bangladesh will never get 
such an editor again.”

“We have come to know 
about his works only after 
his death,” said Matiur 
Rahman. 

Journalist Minu said, 
“As Hasnat’s works are 
discussed, he will get the 
due recognition.” 

Mosquitoes take
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since the arrival of winter.” 
Passenger, Md Noman, 

echoed the same.
“Flocks of mosquitoes 

gather as the evening 
descends. Mosquito coils 
are not enough to tackle 
them,” said Mosammat 
Adiba, another passenger.

“In the terminal, it’s even 
worse,” she  said. 

Kamrul Islam said 
they are cleaning the area 
regularly with all necessary 
pesticides and equipment 
provided by DNCC.

“We clean bushes 
and drains and destroy 

mosquito larvae. The 
insecticide is applied, 
larvicide in the morning, 
and fogging machine is 
used in the afternoon.” 

Airport sources 
said the mosquito-
trapping machine made 
by French company 
QISTA has been used 
experimentally in Uttara 
by DNCC.  This machine 
is capable of trapping the 
surrounding mosquitoes 
by attracting them. These 
traps artificially attract 
mosquitoes using the 
smell of human sweat and 
carbon dioxide.  

Tests still
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taken different initiatives 
to raise awareness.

“In different areas of the 
hospital, we have put up 
four banners that say, in big 
letters, that all pathological 
and radiological tests can 
be done at CMCH,” said 
Brig Gen Shamim Ahsan, 
the hospital’s director. “On 
the banners, names and 
prices of the tests are also 
written.”

“We have also taken 
initiatives to thwart brokers 
in the hospital,” he said. 
“We have put stickers on 
walls warning patients 
not to talk to strangers or 
brokers.”

However, many said 
that not all patients can 
read, and so the banners 
and stickers are of no use 
to them. The hospital 
authorities should spread 
this information using 
speakers.

Nurul Alam, in-charge of 
CMCH police outpost, said 
their operations against 
brokers are ongoing. 

Amid this problem, 
the radiology department 
is facing a crisis of 
radiographers and 
radiologists.

A radiographer 
(technician) performs the 
tests, while a radiologist (an 
expert doctor) writes the 
test reports.

Contacted, Subash 
Majumder, professor and 
head of radiology and 
imaging at CMCH, said, “We 
have only 10 radiographers, 
but we need 30 to keep up 
with the patients.”

“We have to deal with 
over 400 patients for X-ray, 
and over 30 patients for CT 
scan and mammography 
every day,” he said. 
“Currently, we have eight 
radiologists but we need 
double that number.”

Forest staffers
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Asked if the area was 
demarcated before the 
auction, he did not reply. 

Forest officials said 
though miners got lease of 
the canals,  they trespassed 
into the reserve forest, razing 
a huge part of an important 
habitat for the critically 
endangered Asian  Elephant. 

This newspaper ran 
several reports during 
the middle of this year  
prompting green activists 
to file a petition seeking 
cancellation of the  lease. 

Cox’s Bazar deputy 
commissioner scrapped the 
lease of nine  quarries in 
Chakaria following a High 
Court order on May 25. 

On July 8, this 
correspondent visited 
Paglirbil area. The mining  
left a trail of devastation, 
turning vegetation 
in the  forest, which 
once served as an ideal 
foraging spot for wildlife,  
particularly the herbivore 
elephant, into a huge lake 
encompassing an  area of 
three kilometres.  

Worship
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a meeting, while Muhibbur 
Rahman, Patuakhali-4 
lawmaker, was chief guest.

Nihar Ranjan Mandal, 
general secretary 
of Kuakata Sri Sri 
Radhakrishna Temple, 
said on the occasion of Ras 
Purnima, devotees make 
offerings at the feet of the 
17 pairs of Radha-Krishna 
idols in this temple. 

Assistant Superintendent 
of Tourist Police Abdul 
Khalek said, “We took 
adequate security measures 
to make the festival secure 
and enjoyable.” 

Kalapara UNO Shankar 
Chandra Baidya said the 
upazila administration  
echoed him.

Ctg AL moves
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INTRA-PARTY RIVALRY 

A BIG CHALLENGE

Although AL leaders and 
activists are united to 
make the December 4 
rally a grand one, intra-
party rivalry may become a 
challenge.

The city unit AL is mainly 
divided into two factions: 
one revolves around AL 
city unit general secretary 
AJM Nasir Uddin and the 
other one is with Deputy 
Education Minister Mohibul 
Hasan Chowdhury Nowfel.

Due to the rivalry, 
untoward incidents 
continue to occur.

Recently, a mourning 
rally of late Chhatra League 
leader, Nur Ahmed, got 
foiled recently, as the rival 
faction attacked the rally 
in the city’s Nandan Kanan 
area.

AL’s Eanayet Bazar unit 

held the rally, where Nasir 
Uddin was scheduled to be 
chief guest. The organisers 
alleged that followers of a 
Jubo League leader, who 
is a follower of Nowfel, beat 
up activists to foil it.

Against the backdrop, 
a preparatory meeting 
for the grand rally would 
be held at a convention 
centre in the city today. 
Terming the incident at the 
mourning rally sporadic, 
Chattogram city unit 
AL vice president Altaf 
Hossain Chowdhury said 
the city unit AL is united to 
make the December 4 rally 
a success.

Contacted, Abu Sayed 
Al Mahmud Swapan, 
AL central organising 
secretary (Chattogram 
division), said, “I sat with the 
city leaders several times 
and will sit again today to 
talk about preparations.”
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BNP leader 
Jafrul Islam 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jafrul Islam 
Chowdhury, 
a BNP 
leader and 
former state 
minister for 
forest and environment, 
passed away at a 
Chattogram hospital 
yesterday. 

He was 72.  
Jafrul, former president 

of Chattogram south 
district BNP, breathed his 
last at Evercare Hospital, 
confirmed city BNP’s 
former office secretary Idris 
Ali.

His namaz-e-janaza 
will be held at the city’s 
Jamiatul Falah Mosque at 
10:00am today. 

Later, his body will 
be taken to Banshkhali 
upazila where two more 
janazas will be held, said 
Idris.

Jafrul was elected MP for 
four times from BNP. Apart 
from that, he served as the 
president of Chattogram 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. 

BNP senior leaders -- 
including Amir Khasru 
and Abdullah Al Noman 
-- expressed deep shock at 
the death. 

CCCI leaders conveyed 
sympathy to the bereaved 
family members. 

Mahbubar 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

M a h b u b a r 
R a h m a n , 
former joint 
s e c r e t a r y 
and board 
of trustee 
member of North South 
University, passed away at 
United Hospital yesterday.

He was 91. He left 
behind his wife, children, 
grandchildren and loved 
ones to celebrate his life. 

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Gulshan Society 
Mosque after Esha prayers 
today. Friends and family 
are requested to attend and 
pray for his departed soul.   

Death anniv of 
Fazilatunnessa
STAR REPORT

Today is the 7th death 
anniversary of Begum 
Fazilatunnessa, wife of 
late Lt AM Ataul Haque, 
a freedom fighter, said a 
press release.   

A doa 
will be 
held to 
mark the 
day.

A t a u l 
H a q u e 
played an important role 
in building the naval force 
after the 1971 Liberation 
War of Bangladesh.  
Fazilatunnessa, a mother of 
10 children, died in Dhaka 
on November 9, 2015 at the 
age of 80.

Prof Sujit 
Sarker no 
more 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Rajshahi

Prof Sujit 
S a r k e r , 
c h a i r m a n 
of the 
Department 
of Bangla at 
Rajshahi University, passed 
away early yesterday. He 
was 65.  

He fell sick on Monday 
afternoon while he was 
travelling to Cox’s Bazar 
with his family members, 
his son Anudip Sarker told 
The Daily Star.

He was taken to Cox’s 
Bazar Sadar Hospital where 
he breathed his last at 
4:45am, he said.

Sarker authored several 
books including a local 
history book titled “Natore 
Zelar Muktijuddher Itihas”.

Born in Natore’s 
Shingra upazila in 1957, 
Sarker studied in Rajshahi 
University and received  his 
PhD from Rabindra Varati 
University in 1994.

He was also the president 
of Rajshahi city unit of 
Hindu Buddhist Christian 
Unity Council.

He was a founding 
member of Rajshahi’s 
Muktijuddho Pathagar.

Mayor AHM 
Khairuzzaman Liton and 
different organisations 
expressed deep shock at 
the death.  


