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organisations are called 
as sister organisations, 
associate bodies or pro-
party organisations but 
their mother organisations 
are at the helm.

This leads to 
undemocratic practices 
inside the organisations 
and most of the them 
cannot even elect their 
leadership following 
their charters. The 
constitutions of both 
BCL and JCD mandates 
that the leadership be 
elected through voting by 
members.

The parent party uses 
a student organisation 
to establish supremacy 
at different educational 
institutions, particularly in 
public universities. Experts 
blame such control of 
parent organisation for 
ruining the congenial 
atmosphere in educational 
institutions.

Speaking to The 
Daily Star, Professor 
Tanzimuddin Khan 
of Dhaka University’s 

international relations 
department said, the 
AL and BNP control the 
students’ organisations by 
abusing power to suppress 
dissenting views.

“Political parties are 
supposed to let the 
student organisations run 
on their own and thus 
support growth of political 
leadership. But as Chhatra 
League and Chhatra Dal 
are being operated by two 
main political parties, 
political leadership is not 
growing independently. 
The parties want to 
establish their supremacy 
on the campus. As a result, 
the general students 
become victims of torture 
by them [BCL-JCD].”

However, the left leaning 
student organisations 
are apparently free from 
such direct intervention 
from political parties and 
so they can elect their 
leadership mostly in a 
democratic manner, say 
experts.

Contacted, BNP Senior 
Joint Secretary General 

Rizvi said, “Chhatra 
Dal has been kept as an 
associate organisation 
in our charter and it was 
approved by the Election 
Commission. Formation 
of the Chhatra Dal’s 
committee was announced 
through the BNP’s press 
release with the consent 
of its supreme guardian 
Tarique Rahman.”

Denying the allegation 
of controlling the student 
front to ensure dominance 
in educational institutions, 
he said the BNP had 
formed Chhatra Dal to 
develop new leadership 
through student politics. 
“Other political parties 
are also running student 
organisations in the same 
way.”

AL Organising 
Secretary BM Mozammel 
Haque said party President 
Sheikh Hasina was made 
the organisational chief 
in the charter of Chhatra 
League and so she can 
take decisions regarding 
the student body.
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Officers said there was 
no CCTV camera within 
a 100-yard radius of the 
murder spot. They analysed 
footage of two CCTV 
cameras -- one at the entry 
to the Barabazar Road and 
another inside a nearby 
lane.

Azbahar Ali Sheikh, 
deputy commissioner 
(north) of Sylhet 
Metropolitan Police, said, 
“The attackers staged a 
drama of accident and 
the people who gathered 
there could not instantly 
understand that a murder 
had taken place.”

He added, “We are trying 
to find the attackers after 
confirming their identities 
through CCTV footage 
collected from nearby 
places.” 

After the autopsy 
yesterday morning, Kamal 
was laid to rest at his home 
village of Alinagar in Sylhet 
Sadar upazila’s Jalalabad 
union in the evening.

No case was filed and no 
one arrested in connection 
with the murder as of 
8:00pm yesterday. 

Kamal, a resident of 
Sylhet city’s Subidbazar, 
was a travel and recruiting 
agent.

His brother Moynul 
Haque said, “My brother 
had long been involved 
in BNP politics and was a 
businessman. As far as we 
know, he had no personal 
animosity with anyone, but 
still, he was murdered. His 
two children are in distress 
and we want justice.”

Police suspect that not 
politics but his rivalry with 
a certain group of people 
over some business issues 
could be the reason. 

The BNP, on the other 
hand, claims the murderers 
are linked to BCL. But they 
said this is not a political 
murder and the assailants 
should not be sheltered by 
the ruling party.

According to police, 
Kamal and his associates 
were locked into an 
altercation with a person 
named Azizur Rahman 
Samrat, a resident of 
Shuvechchha residential 
area, over visa processing 
for Azizur’s relative on 
October 15.

Later on October 21, 
Azizur filed a case with 
Kotwali Police Station, 
accusing 10 persons 
including Kamal. The 

case mentioned that the 
accused attacked him, 
snatched his money and 
intimidated him.

“We are primarily 
suspecting that the killing 
was a consequence of 
the altercation … . Once 
we arrest the attackers, 
the motive will be clearly 
known, ”  said DC Azbahar. 

The Daily Star tried 
to reach Azizur but his 
mobile phone was found 
switched off.

Advocate Emran 
Ahmed, general secretary 
of Sylhet district BNP, said, 
“Kamal had an altercation 
with a group of so-called 
Chhatra League activists a 
few weeks ago. We believe 
the attackers are those 
Chhatra League goons.

“But we also believe 
the murder should not be 
given a political colour. 
The attackers should not 
be treated politically by 
the police and we demand 
their arrest.” 

Sylhet BNP yesterday 
called a three-day 
protest programme 
starting today and also 
demanded the arrest of 
the attackers before their 
Sylhet divisional rally on 
November 19.

After the news of the 
murder spread, a group of 
BNP and JCD men brought 
out a procession around 
11:30pm on Sunday and 
vandalised shops and some 
vehicles in Rikabibazar 
area.

Mentioning this 
incident, Prof Zakir 
Hossain, general secretary 
of Sylhet city AL, yesterday 
said they will resist the 
BNP rally on November 
19 if the vandals are not 
arrested.

Mohammad Ali 
Mahmud, officer-in-
charge of Kotwali Police 
Station, said, “Conducting 
raids, some vandals were 
detained by the police. 
Their identities will be 
confirmed soon after they 
arrive at the station.”

Sylhet district BNP 
President Abdul Quiyum 
Choudhury said, “We will 
not take responsibility for 
this vandalism as our clear 
instruction was not to 
bring out a procession on 
Sunday night. The BNP is 
in no way involved with the 
vandalism and we urge the 
police not to harass BNP 
leaders over the issue.”
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bridges at a time a historic 
event, saying that it would 
help quicken the country’s 
overall development.

From the Gono Bhaban, 
she virtually opened the 
bridges in 25 districts 
constructed at a cost of 
over Tk 879 crore.

The PM added that the 
bridges would help the 
law enforcement agencies 
take prompt steps to 
ensure public security and 
maintain law and order.

“It will be easier to help 
people in any disaster,” 
she said, adding that 
the transportation and 
marketing of goods would 
be quicker and easier.

The bridges established 
direct road connectivity 
with the capital as they 
made 33 routes free from 
ferry services that will make 
road communications 
smooth, quicker, easier and 
safer.

Of the bridges, 46 are in 
Chattogram, 17 in Sylhet, 
14 in Barishal, seven each 
in Dhaka and Rajshahi, six 

in Mymensingh and three 
in Rangpur divisions.

Hasina said her 
government is developing 
road communications 
in such a way so that 
the country could be 
connected to the Trans 
Asian Highway.

She added that they have 
constructed the much-
awaited Padma Bridge with 
own finance that opened 
the door of immense 
opportunities.

Regarding the dengue 
outbreak, Hasina asked 
all to keep the houses and 
surrounding areas clean, 
remove stagnant water and 
destroy breeding grounds 
of Aedes mosquitoes and 
use mosquito nets while 
sleeping.

She said, “The 
government would take 
all necessary measures to 
control the outbreak.”

Road Transport and 
Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader spoke on the 
occasion.

PM’s Principal Secretary 
Ahmad Kaikaus moderated 

the function while Road 
Transport and Highways 
Division Secretary ABM 
Amin Ullah Nuri gave a 
brief description of the 
bridges.

A video documentary 
on the bridges was also 
screened.

City

RCC goes 
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Jatiya Party (Ershad) 
mayoral candidate 
Mostafizar Rahman 
Mostafa won the race.

The EC secretary also 
declared the polls schedule 
of five municipalities.

Five municipalities whose 
polls schedule were declared 
are Bagha of Rajshahi, 
Birol of Dinajpur, Boda of 
Panchagarh, Alfadanga of 
Faridpur, and Bonpara of 
Natore. The elections are 
slated there for December 29.

Candidates of elections 
to the municipalities can 
submit nominations forms 
until December 1. The 
forms will be scrutinised on 
December 3. The last date for 
candidature withdrawal is 
December 10.  


