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Last year’s pledge
ofl to a slow start

Say experts on halting
deforestation by 2030, claim
little has been done to finance
protections after COP26

REUTERS, Sao Paulo
One year after more than 140 countries pledged to halt
all deforestation by 2030, little has been done to finance
protections or pass new conservation laws, experts say.

The pledge was praised widely at last year’s COP26
climate summit, particularly as Brazil, Indonesia and
Congo all signed on. The three countries together
comprise more than half of the world’s tropical rainforests.

“What became of those pledges? Are we on track to
meet them? The short answer ... is no,” said Erin
Matson, who coordinated non- —
profits in producing —
the Forest Declaration
Assessment report last
month.

To fulfill the pledge,
the world would need
to ensure 10 percent
less area is deforested on
average each year from
2021 to 2030. Instead,
deforestation fell only 6.3 percent last
year, as two of the three rainforest nations faced early
stumbles.

The report draws on data from the Global Forest Watch
monitoring project, and looks at developmentsin financing,
conservation laws and sustainable food production.

Most countries under the pledge have vet to detail plans
for passing stronger forest protections or implementing
them. Global financing toward the goal totals about $2.3
billion a year -- far from the annual $460 billion that the
assessment says is needed.

Experts hope COP27 conference in Sharm el-Sheikh,
Egypt, will encourage more investment from companies
and countries seeking to offset their emissions by
preserving and regrowing forests.

Negotiators at the summit will be working to finalize
rules for global offsets trading, with a view to having the
system in operation by 2025, said Laura Albuquerque,
senior manager at consultancy WayCarbon. Failure to
reach agreement at COP27 would push that timeline back
at least a year.

“COP will give an important signal for the forest
sector,” she said. “It is extremely important for bringing in
investment.”

The biggest rainforest country also leads the world in
deforestation, as the Amazon falls rapidly to illegal logging,
agriculture and land speculation.
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Rescuers attempt to recover the Precision Air passenger plane that crashed into Lake Victoria in Bukoba,
Tanzania, yesterday. The plane had crashed into the lake as it attempted to land in the lakeside town of Bukoba,

killing at least 19 people. The Precision Air flight was carrying 43 people, an official said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Planet sending distress signal

Says Guterres as UN report warns climate change speeding up

AFP, Sharm el Sheikh
Fach of the last eight years, if
projections for 2022 hold, will be
hotter than any year prior to 2015,
the UN said yesterday, detailing a
dramatic increase in the rate of
global warming.

Sea level rise, glacier melt,
torrential rains, heat waves - and
the deadly disasters they cause
-~ have all accelerated, the World
Meteorological Organization
said in a report as the COP27 UN
Climate Summit opened in Sharm
el-Sheikh, Egypt.

“As COP27 gets underway, our
planet is sending a distress signal,”
said UN chief Antonio Guterres,
describing the report as “a chronicle
of climate chaos”.

Earth has warmed more than 1.1

degrees Celsius since the late 19th
century, with roughly half of that
increase occurring in the past 30
years, the report shows.

Nearly 200 nations gathered
in Egypt have set their sights on
holding the rise in temperatures
to 1.5C (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit), a
goal some scientists believe is now
beyond reach.

This year is on track to be the
fifth or sixth warmest ever recorded
despite the impact since 2020 of

La Nina -- a periodic and naturally
occurring phenomenon in the
Pacific that cools the atmosphere.

“The greater the warming, the
worse the impacts,” said WMO head
Petteri Taalas.

Surface water in the ocean
- which soaks up more than 90
percent of accumulated heat from
human carbon emissions — hit
record high temperatures in 2021,
warming especially fast during the
past 20 years.

Marine heat waves were also
on the rise, with devastating
consequences for coral reefs and
the half-billion people who depend
on them for food and livelihoods.

Overall, 55 percent of the ocean
surface experienced at least one
marine heatwave in 2022, the
report said.

Italy accepts
some migrants,
not others

AFP, Rome

Italy yesterday
migrants off a second charity rescue vessel in
Sicily, but sources close to firebrand minister
Matteo Salvini warned those not eligible to
remain would be forced back into international
waters. Minors and the sick were let off the
German-flagged Humanity 1in the early hours at
the port of Catania, but 35 adult male migrants
were refused permission to set foot on Italian soil,
charity SOS Humanity said. Fellow humanitarian
vessel Geo Barents said it too has been summoned
so authorities could “evaluate vulnerable cases”
among the 572 rescued people on board.

readied to allow vulnerable

Imran welcomes
probe into shooting

REUTERS, Lahore

the shooting. Yesterday

Former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan said
yesterday he welcomed the government’s offer
to launch a judicial commission to investigate
the attack in which he was shot in the leg on
Thursday. Khan made the remarks in a
video broadcast live on social media

from a hospital in the eastern city
of Lahore, where he was receiving
treatment after being shot during a
protest march three days earlier. The
government has said it will investigate
afternoon

following Khan’s remarks, a spokesman

for the provincial government said he had been

discharged from hospital and left for his home

in Lahore. Khan said his supporters’ long march

would re-start tomorrow but that he would not join
in person while he recovered from his injuries.
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Wrong picks at wrong time

FROM PAGE 1

The expenditure of the
training could not be learnt
immediately.

BWDB  officials and
those of the local contractor
offices said the cost of the
tour would be no less than

Tk 30 lakh.

The zero-interest credit
from the International
Development — Association,

the World Bank’s grant and
interest-free credits arm,
has a maturity of 38 years
including a six-year grace
period and carries a service
charge of 0.75 percent.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, at a cabinet
meeting on July 25
restricted all government-
funded overseas visits by
government officials except
in cases of foreign aid.
PROJECT BRIEF
Under the project,
undertaken to automate
the data collection
and  transmission, 905
automated wells with data
loggers and  telemetry
systems have been installed
replacing  the  manual
observation wells.

The devices collect data
every hour and (ransmit
those twice to the respective
offices.

The Ground  Water
Hydrology Directorate
collects data to assess
aquifers, water levels,
hydraulic gradients, flow
velocity and direction and
water quality.

“The project tenure is
yet to be over. That's why
we're getting support. But
after handover it will be
maintained by the field
offices,” said a geologist who
works in a field office.

“The training is basically
needed for field officers to
learn about troubleshooting
and maintenance,” he
said, adding that around
150 automated wells have
already gone out of order.
TRAVELLERS’ PROFILES
According to the
government order, those
going on the trip are
Mohammad Lutfur Rahman
water resource ministry’s
joint secretary; Khairun
Nahar, its deputy secretary;
SM Ajior Rahman, BWDB'’s
additional director general
(admin) and the ministry’s
joint  secretary; Mahbur
Rahman, additional
director  general (easter
region) of BWDB; Mashiur
Rahman, SHEWS project
director; Anwar  Zahid,

director (geology) of
Directorate of Ground Water
Hydrology; Mohammad
Mahtab Hossain, executive
engineer of the project; and
Alamgir Hossain, assistant
programmer at BWDB.
BWDB  sources  said
although Mahbur, Mashiur
and Mahtab are from
the board, they have
no involvement in the
day-to-day work on the
groundwater.

“Geologists were not
involved in the project
implementation Now

the training is given to civil
engineers and bureaucrats.
What will they do with
the knowledge? Will they
maintain the wells?” asked a
field official.

“Ultimately, people will
bear the burden of the credit
without getting appropriate
services from us. Who do

you blame for this?”
Two officials of local
agents of the German

company also criticised the
inclusion of top officials in
the training.

“They will not go to the
field to apply their learnings
from the training,” said one
of them, preferring to not to
be named.

On May 12, the
finance ministry issued a
notification regarding the
government’s decision to
place embargo on all kinds
of overseas trips including
all  exposure visits/study

tours/travels  for annual
performance agreement
(APA), innovation,

workshops or seminars for
its officials to ease pressure
on the foreign exchange
reserves.

Contacted, Lutfur
Rahman said they are
not going abroad with
government funds, and that
their travel expenditure is
covered by project financing.

“Since the money is
already allocated for travel,
there is no problem,” he
observed.

Asked about the rationale
behind sending top officials
rather than field officials
who will actually look after
the wells, he said they are
going as per the decision of
the BWDB.

Project Director Mashiur
Rahman said the tour is a
part of the project. “If we
don’t go, we’ll be deprived,”
he said, adding that the
ministry  officials  were
included in the tour for
supervision purposes.
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