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‘This is a fight to save our land’
Civil-society members protest Mongla Port authorities’ 

decision to dump sand on farmland in Banishanta
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Thousands of Banishanta locals take part in a rally, protesting the Mongla Port authorities’ move to pile up 
sand on 300 acres of cropland in the area. Locals said this could potentially jeopardise livelihood of thousands 
of farmers. PHOTO: STAR
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The High Court yesterday 
confirmed the death 
sentence of three convicts 
and acquitted two others 
in the case filed for killing 
A-level student Himadri 
Majumder Himu in 
Chattogram in 2012.

On April 27, 2012, Himu, 
a student of Summerfield 
School and College in 
Chattogram, was taken 
forcibly to the rooftop of 
a four-storey building in 
Panchlaish Residential 
Area.

He was severely beaten 
there and at one stage, the 
convicts unleashed three 
dogs upon him. 

Later, he was pushed off 
the building, according to 
the case documents.

While undergoing 
treatment at Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital 
(CMCH), the victim 
described how he was 
tortured. 

Himu breathed his last 
at the Square Hospitals 
in the capital on May 23, 
2012.

Yesterday, the HC 
upheld the death sentence 
of Jahedul Islam Shaon, 
Mahboob Ali Khan Danny 
and Junaid Ahmed Riad in 
the case.

The two acquitted 
accused are Shah Selim 
Tipu and Md Shahadat 
Hossain Saju.

The HC bench of Justice 
Bhishmadev Chakrabortty 
and Justice Khandaker 
Diliruzzaman delivered the 
verdict.

Details of the grounds 
on which the HC delivered 
the judgement could not be 
known as its full text was 
not released yet. 

Danny, Tipu and Saju are 
now in the jail, while Shaon 
and Riad are on the run.
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Mongla Port authorities have 
declared war against the people 
of Banishanta union in Khulna’s 
Dacope upazila, as they are adamant 
to dump sand on cropland despite 
objection from locals, said civil-
society leaders. 

As part of their dredging works 
in Pashur river, the port authorities 
want to pile up 2.16 crore cubic 
metres of sand on 300 acres of 
cropland in Banishanta, adjacent 
to the river, which could put the 
livelihood of 5,000 farmers in 
danger, they said.

They raised the issue at a 
rally organised at Banishanta on 
Tuesday. 

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bangladesh 

Environment Lawyers Association 
(Bela), said the port authorities 
were not paying any heed to finding 
alternative sites for dumping sand, 
as suggested by locals and civil-
society members. 

“Thus, they declared war against 
Banishanta people by rejecting the 
plea to save their cropland. The 
authorities are saying farmers can 
produce crops only once a year, 
which is completely false. They have 
been producing crops there three 
times a year,” she said. 

Rizwana urged the government 
to form a committee consisting 
of representatives from the 
agriculture ministry to verify the 
claim of port authorities. 

Khushi Kabir, coordinator of 
Nijera Kori, said, “Whenever we try 
to contact the port authorities to 

inform our concern, they can’t even 
manage time to listen to us. That 
proves they don’t have any answer 
to our question.” 

She also urged farmers to resist 
the port authorities’ move, as this 
movement is for protecting the 
country’s arable land. “Protect your 
cropland; lie down on your land 
when they come to dump sand,” 
she said.  

Robaet Ferdous, professor 
of mass communication and 
journalism at Dhaka University, 
said at a time when the prime 
minister is forecasting a famine 
and urging people not to leave 
an inch of land uncultivated, the 
port authorities are hell-bent on 
destroying cropland. 
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Imran survives attempt on life 
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“I heard a burst of bullet 
shots after which I saw 
Imran Khan and his aides 
fall down on the truck,” 
witness Qazzafi Butt told 
Reuters.

“Later, a gunman shot a 
single shot but was grabbed 
by an activist of Khan’s 
party.”

In purported footage 
of the shooting, being run 
by multiple channels but 
unverified by Reuters, a man 
with a handgun is grabbed 
from behind by one of the 
people at the gathering. He 
then tries to flee.

TV channels showed a 
suspected shooter, who 

looked to be in his twenties 
or thirties. He said he wanted 
to kill Khan and had acted 
alone.

“He (Khan) was 
misleading the people, 
and I couldn’t bear it,” the 
suspect said in the video. 
The information minister 
confirmed the footage was 
recorded by police.

No one had yet been 
charged with the attack.

Khan - who was after 
his removal from office 
convicted by Pakistan’s 
election commission of 
selling state gifts unlawfully, 
charges that he denied 
- had been whipping up 
large crowds on his way to 

Islamabad in a campaign to 
topple the government of 
rival Shehbaz Sharif.

Sharif condemned the 
shooting and ordered an 
immediate investigation.

One member of Khan’s 
party said there were reports 
one person had been killed 
in the attack.

Khan aide Chaudhry 
wrote on Twitter: “It was a 
well-planned assassination 
attempt on Imran Khan, 
the assassin planned to kill 
Imran Khan and leadership 
of PTI, it was not 9 MM it 
was burst from automatic 
weapon... It was narrow 
escape.”

Khaleda will be  
back in jail
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minister said people 
who were behind the 
murder of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
committed the jail killing. 

“Four national leaders 
were killed in the central 
jail, which is a protected 
place. The killers of Father 
of the Nation, including Zia 
and Mostaque, committed 
these killings,” she said at 
a discussion on the Jail 
Killing Day in parliament. 

Ziaur Rahman killed 
military officers who 
fought in the Liberation 
War and brought anti-
liberation forces back to 
power, she added. 

“They wanted to spoil 
our victory [achieved 
following the Liberation 
War] completely and distort 
history,” she said. 

Hasina said Ziaur 
Rahman patronised and 
rewarded the killers and 
awarded them jobs in the 
foreign missions. 

HM Ershad allowed 
Bangabandhu’s killer Col 
Faruk in politics and made 
him a candidate for the 
president post. 

Criticising Barrister 

Mainul Hosein, the premier 
said he too formed a 
political party with the 
killers. 

Pointing at the BNP, 
she said those who came 
to power illegally couldn’t 
ensure democracy and 
protect human rights. 
MEETING ON OVERALL 
ECONOMIC SITUATION
The prime minister 
will hold a meeting 
regarding the review of 
the overall economic 
situation and relevant 
issues of the country on 
Sunday, reported our staff 
correspondent. 

With the participation of 
Hasina, the meeting will be 
held at the Chameli Hall of 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
at 9:00am, PMO’s Press 
Wing said in a Facebook 
post.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 
Awami League will hold a 
programme titled “Cries 
of Arson Terrorism: BNP-
Jamaat Arson Terrorism, 
Anarchy and Human 
Rights Violation” in the 
capital on the same day.

Hasina will attend the 
programme virtually from 
the Gono Bhaban. 


