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80pc Rajshahi 
ponds filled up 
in 8 years: study
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

At least 80 percent of the city’s ponds have been filled 
up in last eight years, finds a study by Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers Association (Bela) in Rajshahi.

Even more than 35 percent of government khas ponds 
have been filled both legally and illegally during that 
period, added the study.

Different government institutions, non-government 
bodies and individuals were responsible for filling up the 
ponds, it said.

The findings were presented at a discussion held at a 
city hotel on Wednesday. The discussion on “Existential 
crisis of ponds and water bodies of Rajshahi city” was 
chaired by Prof Dipakendra Nath Das, president of 
Shacheton Nagorik Committee.

Tanmay Sanyal, coordinator of Bela’s Rajshahi office, 
presented the study. Analysing government documents, 
the study said there were at least a thousand ponds in 
the city in 2014. Of these, less than 200 ponds exist now, 
many of which are in the process of filling.

The city had at least 48 khas ponds, of which 19 used 
to carry water for all year round till 2014. But 17 out of the 
19 ponds were filled up in the eight years. Of the filled-up 
ponds, nine were legally filled, and no government approval 
were found behind filling up of eight other khas ponds.
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and Dhaka over leaking 
question papers on 
October 21.

Earlier, five other Biman 
employees were arrested.

Nine of the arrestees 
have already confessed 
to their involvement 
before courts, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP) 
Additional Commissioner 
(DB) Harun Or Rashid 
told a media briefing at 
the DMP’s media centre 
yesterday.

Biman was supposed 

to hold recruitment 
examinations for 12 posts 
on October 21. But after 
authorities of the airline 
got to know about the leak, 
they cancelled the test.

Contacted, Biman 
Managing Director and 
CEO Md Zahid Hossain said 
they have already sacked 10 
employees after they were 
arrested.

He said the post of 
Biman’s director (admin) is 
now vacant, so the official’s 
room was used to copy the 
papers.

Time for global
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action and decision making 
at COP.

Probha Aurora Policy-
Strategy-Research Advisor 
Dr Aftab Uddin said about 
15 percent of the global 
population are living with 
disabilities, and their health 
needs special attention with 
regard to climate change 
and environmental impacts.

Probha Aurora 
Managing Director Bidhan 
Chandra Pal said health 

must be taken into account 
when talks over climate 
change are held. 

Dr Poornima 
Prabhakaran, deputy 
director at Centre for 
Environmental Health, 
Public Health Foundation 
of India, and Dr Abu Jamil 
Faisel, adjunct faculty 
member of population 
sciences department at 
Dhaka University, also 
spoke.

Find ways for 
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and requested the youth 
to come forward in this 
regard. 

Farah Kabir, country 
director of ActionAid 
Bangladesh, said developed 
countries did not keep 
their word as they said they 
would go for an energy 
transition shifting from 
fossil fuel to renewable 
energy but did not.

“Climate change 
engulfed 2.5 lakh hectares 

of arable land, driving rice 
prices up by 30 percent. 
Agriculture production 
lost 9 percent in gross 
domestic product with 
an estimated 1.3 million 
people to be displaced. The 
marginalised community 
is suffering the most with 
youth, women and children 
at the forefront,” she said.

Md Shamsuddoha, 
chief executive of CPRD, 
moderated the seminar.

Rangpur city
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Jatiya Party (Ershad) mayoral 
candidate Mostafizar 
Rahman Mostafa won the 
last RCC election.

Jahangir yesterday 
also said elections to five 
municipalities -- Bagha of  
Rajshahi, Birol of Dinajpur, 
Boda of Panchagarh, 
Alfadanga of Faridpur and 
Banpara of Natore -- will 
take place on December 29.

Govt to enact a law
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He also said the polishing 
of rice requires additional 
expenditure for additional 
power and labour.

“The rice price 
automatically increases by 
Tk 3-4 per kilogramme, 
but those do not contain 
nutrient [properly],” the 
minister said.

He also explained that 
rice fortification will not 
be any uniform solution to 
fight against malnutrition. 
Fortified rice contains 
vitamin A, B1, B12, folic 
acid, iron, and zinc.

Starting from 2013, 
distribution of fortified rice 
has so far been expanded to 
reach more than 14 million 
beneficiaries in 320+ sub-
districts under two major 
safety net programmes of 
the government.

During the panel 
discussion followed by 
the keynote presentation, 
Dr Tahmeed Ahmed, 
executive director of the 
icddr,b, stressed adopting 
other methods to fight 
micronutrition deficiencies 
including biofortification 
and improving crops 
diversification.

Dom Scalpelli, resident 
representative and country 
director of the World Food 
Programme (WFP), said, 
“Using rice as a medium 
presents a great opportunity 
to reduce micronutrient 
deficiencies in countries 
like Bangladesh where rice 
is a staple. It is also the most 
viable option in situations 
of limited resources, such 
as these times of global 
inflation and economic 
crisis.”

Commission to find
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absconding for decades. 
Four days after his arrest, 
Majed was executed in a 
separate case centring 
Bangabandhu’s murder, 
as he was convicted in it as 
well.

It is believed that all the 
convicts are hiding abroad, 
and the government could 
trace the whereabouts 
of only two -- Rashed 
Chowdhury, who is in the 
US, and Noor Chowdhury, 
who resides in Canada.  
Authorities have failed to 
bring them back due to 
legal tangles.

Asked about the matter, 
the law minister said the 
government has already 
taken legal steps and 
engaged with the US and 
Canadian governments to 
bring back the two.

The Daily Star contacted 
AHM Khairuzzaman 
Liton, son of AHM 
Quamruzzaman, one of 
the four leaders, for his 
thoughts.

Liton, currently a 
praesidium member 
of Awami League and 
mayor of Rajshahi City 
Corporation, said the 
killers selected only the 
four national leaders 
among many other 
prisoners and killed them 
to completely ruin the 
country’s independence.

He, however, believes 
that the killers could 
not damage the spirit 
of the Liberation War 
and independence, as 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina-led Awami League 
implemented the dreams 
of independence.

CASE BACKGROUND

A day after the jail killing, 
Kazi Abdul Awal, then 
deputy inspector general 
(prisons), filed an FIR with 
Lalbagh Police Station.

ABM Fazlul Karim, 
then OC of the station, 
was tasked with the 
investigation.

But the infamous 
Indemnity Ordinance 
blocked the investigation 
and trial for about 21 
years, until officers of the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) 
reopened the probe on 
August 18, 1996.

In 2004, a trial court 
handed punishments to 
11 perpetrators including 
Abdul Majed for the 
killings.

The Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court on 
April 30, 2013 upheld the 
court’s verdict.

The three convicts 
who were handed 
capital punishment are 
Muslemuddin, Marfat Ali 
Shah and Abdul Hashem 
Mridha.

The eight jailed for life 
are Khondaker Abdur 
Rashid, Shariful Haq 
Dalim, Noor Chowdhury, 
Rashed Chowdhury, 
Ahmed Shariful Hossain, 
Abdul Majed, Kismat 
Hasem and Nazmul 
Hossain.

Four other accused -- 
Syed Farooq-ur Rahman, 
Sultan Shahriar Rashid 
Khan, Bazlul Huda and 
AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed 
-- were executed in the 
Bangabandhu murder case 
in 2010.

This is a fight
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“They stood against the 
prime minister’s stance. 
Development should take 
into account people’s 
opinion. If people don’t 
want it, that is not 
development. There can’t 
be any development against 
the people’s will,” he said. 

Khan Mansur Ali, 
upazila chairman of Dacope 
upazila, alleged that the 
chairman of Mongla Port 
treats people of the area as 
sub-human whenever they 
approach him to talk about 
the sand dumping. 

Kajol Debnath, adviser 
of Bouddha Christian 
Oikya Parishad; Shamsul 
Huda, executive director 
of ALRD; Khudrat-e-
Khuda, president of Pokriti 
Surokka Mancha; and 
Ashoke Saha, coordinator 
of BLAST, Khulna, spoke, 
among others, at the rally.
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