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A teenage  
cast-off leads 
Dutch charge
AFP, Paris

One of the world’s most formidable 
defenders, a combination of 
circumstance and misfortune means 
only now is Virgil van Dijk set to 
appear at his first major international 
tournament.

From a teenager essentially 
discarded by Willem II to an 
underrated prospect at Groningen, 
Van Dijk became the world’s most 
expensive defender when Liverpool 
signed him for £75 million from 
Southampton in 2018.

His debut season coincided with 
Liverpool’s run to the Champions 
League final. In the next season, 
however, Liverpool went on to lift 
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Activists of Dhaka city BNP hold a rally in front of the party’s Nayapaltan office in the capital to protest the arrest warrants issued 
by the High Court against their acting chairman Tarique Rahman and his wife Zubaida Rahman. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Jail Killing 
Day today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The nation will observe Jail Killing Day today by 
paying rich tributes to four national leaders and 
Liberation War heroes who were brutally murdered 
inside the Dhaka Central Jail on November 3, 1975.

The four senior leaders -- Syed Nazrul Islam, 
acting president of Bangladesh government in 
exile in 1971, Tajuddin Ahmed, prime minister 
of the same government, M Mansur Ali, finance 
minister, and AHM Qamaruzzaman, minister for 
home affairs, relief and rehabilitation -- were killed 
by some army officers. 

They were assassinated 79 days after 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most 
of his family members were killed on August 15, 
1975. 

To observe the day, the AL has chalked out an 
elaborate programme including placing wreaths 
at the graves of Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin 
Ahmad, Mansur Ali at Banani graveyard around 
7:30am and at the grave of AHM Qamruzzaman 
in Rajshahi. 

The party will also arrange a discussion at 
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in 
the city at 3:00pm. 

Syed Nazrul Islam Tajuddin Ahmad M Mansur Ali Quamruzzaman
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Dengue rages  
in 60 dists

HELEMUL ALAM and  
MOUDUD AHMMED SUJAN

The dengue situation in the country is 
alarming as the mosquito-borne virus 
has already spread to 60 districts.

Kurigram, Gaibandha, Thakurgaon 
and Rangpur are the only four districts 
still safe from the virus, according 
to data of the Directorate General of 
Health Services.

At least four people died 
from dengue and 1,094 were 
admitted to hospitals with 
dengue fever in 24 hours 
till yesterday morning. 

With this, the total 
number of dengue 
infections in the 
country this year rose 
to 40,101, including 
12,953 reported outside 
Dhaka. The fatalities 
from dengue rose to 152, 
including 60 outside Dhaka, 
shows DGHS data.

Of the deaths, 92 were recorded 
in Dhaka, 23 in Cox’s Bazar, 16 in 
Chattogram, six in Barishal, four 
each in Mymensingh and Khulna, two 
in Narail and one each was logged 
in Narsingdi, Pabna, Khagrachhari, 
Bogura, Madaripur and Feni.

Amid this situation, Health Minister 
Zahid Maleque yesterday stressed the 
need for strengthening preventive 

measures by the Local Government 
Division urgently.

“Treatment will be available in 
hospitals. But fighting dengue is not 
possible only through treatment. The 
local government ministry and the city 
corporations have to step up preventive 
measures,” he said at an event at the 
capital’s Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical University. 

The minister said ordinary people 
also need to be aware of the 

infection.
Experts, however, said 

apart from the failure 
of the authorities 
concerned to prevent 
the spread of Aedes 
mosquitoes -- the 
carrier of the dengue 

virus --, a lack of proper 
dengue surveillance data 

worsened the situation.
Prof MA Faiz, former 

director general of DGHS, said 
a lack of proper information about 
the actual number of dengue patients 
and laboratory diagnosis data is a “big 
weakness” for the country’s health 
system.

“We have to know the total number 
of dengue patients [to control the 
outbreak]. But we don’t have the 
mechanism,” he told The Daily Star 
yesterday.
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Former SC 
judge alleges 
assault by 
BNP men
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former Supreme Court 
judge AHM Shamsuddin 
Choudhury Manik 
yesterday said he was 
assaulted by BNP-Jamaat 
activists in the capital’s 
Nayapaltan yesterday 
afternoon.

He told The Daily Star 
last night that he was 
bleeding from his teeth 
after he was slapped by the 
men.

The driver of his vehicle 
and the armed security 
guard were also set upon 
by them, he added. 

The incident happened 
in front of Paltan Police 
Station around 4:30pm 
when he was going to a TV 
channel office at Karwan 
Bazar. 

He said there was a “BNP-
Jamaat” procession on 
the road and his guard got 
down from the vehicle to 
clear the way when around 
30 activists recognised him 
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POWER SECTOR MESS

Nasrul takes 
flak in the 
House
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Opposition lawmakers 
yesterday slammed State 
Minister for Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Nasrul Hamid for the 
government’s alleged 
failure to manage the power 
crisis and widespread 
corruption in the sector.    

“For Awami League 
leaders, the power sector 
has become a billionaire-
making factory. I have the 
information and a list. If 
necessary, I will send them 
to the power minister,” 
BNP MP Harunur Rashid 
told parliament.

He made the comment 
while taking part in 
a discussion on the 
Bangladesh Oil, Gas and 
Mineral Corporation Bill, 
2022.

Calling for  an open 
discussion in the House, 
the lawmaker said, “Let 
the nation know how 
the government had this 
disaster coming over the 
last 15 years.”

He questioned the 
“indemnity” given to the 
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Imran says his 
struggle similar to 

Bangabandhu’s
‘Pakistan split into two because Awami 
League was denied its mandate in 1970’

STAR REPORT

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
Imran Khan, who is demanding an 
early general election in the country 
after being kicked out of office in April 
by a no-confidence vote, has 
compared his struggle for 
“real freedom” with that 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.

He also reminded 
that Pakistan in 1971 
had split into two after 
the Awami League, a 
political party with a 
legitimate mandate, was 
denied its right to rule 
despite winning the 1970 
election.

Imran, a retired international 
cricket star, is leading a so-called “long 
march” of thousands of supporters to 
Pakistan’s capital to pressure Islamabad 
to succumb to his demand.

The former premier, whose long 
march started on Friday, made these 
remarks while addressing party 
supporters in Gujranwala on Tuesday, 
reported Dawn, Pakistan’s leading 
English daily.  

In his address to the 
participants, the PTI 

chairman said the Awami 
League was denied its 

“electoral mandate” 
which resulted in 
the separation of the 
eastern half of the 
country.

“A shrewd politician 
[ZA Bhutto], in his greed 

for power, set the armed 
forces against the then 

largest party [Awami League], 
which had won elections, causing the 
dismemberment of the country.”

Comparing the PTI with the Awami 
League, Imran said his party was the 
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