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People pay respects near the scene of a crowd crush that happened during Halloween festivities, in Seoul, 
South Korea, yesterday. The disaster on Saturday night killed 156 and injured 172, leaving 33 in serious 
condition. At least 26 citizens from 14 countries were among the dead. PHOTO: REUTERS

Bolsonaro ‘authorizes’ 
transition in Brazil
AFP, Brasília

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro on Tuesday 
“authorized” the transition to a new government, 
without acknowledging his defeat to leftist rival 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Bolsonaro, 67, broke 
two days of silence after his razor-thin loss to 
Lula on Sunday, which sparked protests from his 
supporters across the country and fanned fears 
he would not accept the outcome. However, his 
chief of staff Ciro Nogueira said Bolsonaro had 
“authorized” the “start of the transition” process.

INT’L DAY TO END IMPUNITY FOR CRIMES AGAINST JOURNALISTS

86pc murders go unpunished: UN
AFP, Paris

An overwhelming majority of killings of journalists 
across the world go unpunished, a United Nations 
agency reported yesterday.

“Impunity for killings of journalists remains 
unacceptably high at 86 percent,” said Unesco, the 
United Nations cultural organisation whose brief 
includes media issues.

The organisation called the global immunity rate 
for journalist killings “shockingly high” in a report to 
coincide with the International Day to End Impunity 
for Crimes Against Journalists, a UN-backed initiative.

Unesco Director-General Audrey Azoulay said in 
a statement that “freedom of expression cannot be 

protected when there is such a staggering number of 
unresolved cases”. She said impunity had a “chilling 
effect on investigative reporting”.

In 2020 and 2021, the period covered by the report, 
of the 117 journalists murdered for doing their job, 91 
were killed while off the clock.

“Several were killed in front of family members, 
including their children,” it said.

Unesco said it was working with member states 
to develop and implement national media laws and 
policies.

UKRAINE WAR 

Russia rejoins 
grain deal

AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday rejoined a deal to allow Ukrainian grain 
exports through the Black Sea but Russian President 
Vladimir Putin warned Moscow could pull out of the 
agreement again.

The revival of an agreement aimed at easing fears of 
global food insecurity came just as Washington warned 
it was “increasingly concerned” that Moscow could use 
nuclear weapons in its campaign in Ukraine.

Russia’s defence ministry said it had received “sufficient” 
guarantees from Kyiv that it would not use the maritime 
corridor to carry out attacks on Moscow’s military.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres “warmly” 
welcomed Russia’s decision to resume participation in the 
agreement, which was brokered by the UN and Turkey in 
July and allows for joint inspections of ships.

President Vladimir Putin said Russia could leave the 
deal again if Ukraine “violates” its guarantees but would 
“not interfere” with any grain deliveries even if it did so.

Russia on Saturday had said it was temporarily pulling 
out, accusing Ukraine of misusing the safe shipping 
corridor to launch a drone attack on its Black Sea fleet.

UK PM to attend COP27
AFP, London

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak yesterday 
announced he will join the UN climate conference 
in Egypt after all, having provoked anger for 
refusing to attend the global event early into his 
tenure. Sunak had argued that “pressing domestic 
commitments” would keep him away from COP27 
in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh. But 
that fuelled doubts about Sunak’s interest in the 
planetary emergency.

Netanyahu set to win 
majority in Israel polls
REUTERS, Jerusalem

Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was 
set to return to power in one of the most right-

wing coalitions in Israel’s history, causing 
jitters among Palestinians and Arab 

neighbours who fear it could ratchet 
up tensions across the Middle 

East. With roughly 85 percent 
of votes counted, Netanyahu’s 
conservative Likud and its likely 
religious and far-right allies were 

on pace to control a majority 
in parliament after Israel’s fifth 

election in less than four years. 
Though the landscape could shift as 

the remaining ballot count trickles in, Israeli 
media predicted Netanyahu, who is on trial over 
corruption charges he denies, would lead a bloc of 
four parties taking 65 of the Knesset’s 120 seats.
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North Korea fires 
23 missiles
REUTERS, Seoul

North Korea fired at least 23 missiles into the sea yesterday, 
including one that landed less than 60 km (40 miles) off 
South Korea’s coast, which the South’s President Yoon 
Suk-yeol described as “territorial encroachment.”

It was the first time a ballistic missile had landed near 
the South’s waters since the peninsula was divided in 1945, 
and the most missiles fired by the North in a single day. 
South Korea issued rare air raid warnings and launched its 
own missiles in response. The missile landed outside South 
Korea’s territorial waters, but south of the Northern Limit 
Line (NLL), a disputed inter-Korean maritime border. South 
Korean warplanes fired three air-to-ground missiles into 
the sea across the NLL in response.
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