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Danes vote in knife-
edge election
AFP, Copenhagen

Danes yesterday voted in a knife-edge election 
with Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen fighting 
for political survival. After a campaign dominated 
by climate concerns, inflation and healthcare, 
almost a quarter of voters were still undecided 
heading into election day, according to polls. 
Grey skies covered the capital as voting took 
place with polling stations scheduled to close at 
8:00 pm and the first results expected around 
9:30 pm. The latest polls gave the left-wing “red 
bloc”, led by Frederiksen, 49.1 percent against 42.4 
percent for the “blues”, an informal liberal and 
conservative alliance, supported by three populist 
parties. With neither bloc set to gain an outright 
majority, governing will likely depend on support 
from the Moderates, a centrist party founded only 
this year by two-time prime minister Lars Lokke 
Rasmussen.

SEOUL STAMPEDE

Cops admit failure
AFP, Seoul

South Korean police yesterday admitted their 
emergency response to a deadly Halloween crush 
had been “insufficient”, with top officials saying 
crowd management failures had likely contributed 
to the disaster. At least 156 mostly young people 
were killed, and scores more injured, in a deadly 
crowd surge late Saturday at the first post-
pandemic Halloween party in Seoul’s popular 
Itaewon nightlife district. An estimated 100,000 
people had flocked to the area. 

Afghanistan poppy 
cultivation spikes: UN
AFP, Vienna

Afghanistan’s opium poppy cultivation this year is 
up by a third, the UN’s drugs agency said yesterday, 
in its first report on the issue since the hardline 
Taliban took power in 2021. The UN drugs agency 
said cultivation in Afghanistan rose by 32 percent 
to 233,000 hectares over the previous year, making 
the 2022 crop the third largest area cultivated 
since monitoring began in 1994. The country is the 
world’s biggest producer of poppies, the source of 
sap that is refined into heroin. The United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said prices 
have soared after the Taliban’s ban in April on 
poppy cultivation. This year’s harvest was largely 
exempted from the decree.

Israelis vote as Netanyahu 
seeks return to power

AFP, Jerusalem

Israelis were voting yesterday in 
their fifth election in less than four 
years, with former prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu campaigning 
for a comeback with help from the 
rising extreme-right.

The election follows the collapse 
of the so-called “change” coalition, 
which united eight disparate 
parties who succeeded in ousting 
Netanyahu last year after a 
record run as prime minister, but 
ultimately failed to achieve political 
stability.

“I hope we will finish the day 
with a smile, but it’s up to the 
people,” Netanyahu, who is on trial 
for corruption and breach of trust, 
said after voting.

Caretaker Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid, whose centrist Yesh Atid 

party may place second behind 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud, 
urged people to vote “for the future 
of our country”.

In a political system where a 
shift in just one of the 120 Knesset 
seats up for grabs could cement 
a ruling coalition -- or lead to 
further deadlock and possible new 
elections -- the outcome remains 
uncertain once more.

Polls close at 10:00 pm (2000 
GMT), when Israeli networks will 

give their first results projections.
Whoever is tapped to form a 

government will need support from 
multiple smaller parties to clinch a 
61-seat majority.

Extreme-right leader Itamar 
Ben-Gvir may be key to helping 
Netanyahu return to power, as his 
Religious Zionism bloc has gained 
momentum in recent weeks and 
could come third in the election.

Ben-Gvir, who wants Israel 
to annex the entire West Bank, 
promised a “full right-wing 
government” led by Netanyahu, 
after voting near his settlement 
home. 

Justice Minister Gideon Saar, 
a former Likud heavyweight who 
broke with Netanyahu and now 
leads his own party, warned Israel 
risked electing a “coalition of 
extremists”.

An elderly woman pushes her bicycle along a bombed out street in Siversk, in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk 
region, yesterday, amid the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

INDIA BRIDGE COLLAPSE

Family outing 
turns to misery
AFP, Morbi

Single father Mahesh spent every night of his final weeks 
cruising the streets of Morbi on his new scooter.

Paid for by years of backbreaking factory work, it 
was a tangible symbol of his Indian household’s upward 
mobility. Now their future lies in ruins.

On his last joyride Mahesh took his young son and 
nephew to the town’s main tourist attraction, a newly 
renovated suspension bridge where hundreds had 
gathered on Sunday evening for the last day of the annual 
Diwali holiday.

By the following morning, the trio’s bodies had been 
pulled from a river and identified by distraught family, 
after India’s worst bridge collapse in decades.

“It was so quick and sudden that I feel like it’s just a 
dream,” Jagdish, the elder brother of Mahesh, told AFP.

The two brothers lived together with their children. As 
well as the two boys, they have four daughters between 
them -- and extended family.

They eked out a modest living, earning around $120 a 
month as labourers in a ceramics factory.

Mahesh was raising his son and daughter single-
handedly after his wife died a decade earlier, and had 
saved tirelessly for three years to 
buy the household its first-
ever vehicle last month.

“He was taking everyone 
on a joyride in the 
evenings,” said Jagdish, 43. 
“The children were excited... 
They used to clean it every 
day and plead for a ride when 
Mahesh came home from 
work.”

Mahesh took his son Yuvraj, 12, and nephew Girish, 10, 
out on yet another journey on Sunday, and later news of 
the bridge collapse spread through the town.

Jagdish -- Girish’s father -- raced to the accident site 
and frantically searched the river banks for any sign of the 
trio, before a neighbour called to tell him that his brother’s 
body had been seen at a hospital. The bodies of the two 
boys  were pulled from the water the next morning.

All three were cremated that afternoon. Mahesh’s 
scooter was found on the riverbank but for the family, it 
has become a bitter reminder of their final moments.

With search for more victims ongoing, 134 people 
have been confirmed dead -- among them 47 children. 
Nine people were arrested on homicide charges after it 
emerged that the 150-year-old bridge reopened without 
proper safety clearance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the accident site 
yesterday and has already promised to compensate the 
families of victims.

“The government will do their job and people will be 
punished but nothing will compensate our loss,” said 
Jagdish.


