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Protect residence of 
Ramnath Biswas
Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent citizens  yesterday demanded that the government 
protect the house of world traveler and travelogue writer 
Ramnath Biswas at Baniachaung upazila in Habiganj.

They were speaking at a seminar organised by the 
Habitat Restoration and Conservation Committee of 
World Traveler Ramnath Biswas Bishwa Sahitto Kendra in 
Dhaka.

Mofidul Hoque, trusty of Liberation War Museum, 
Shahriar Kabir president of Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal 
Nirmul Committee, and former additional secretary Jalal 
Ahmed were present at the event.

Mofidul Hoque said, “I first read Ramnath in the 60’s, 
when I was in school. Ramnath traveled the world. He 
went to Africa and saw their struggles in his own eyes. 
After that, he became an anti-colonialist.”

Shahriar Kabir said, “We know about many travel story 
writers in Bangla literature, but what makes Ramnath 
different is his humble background. He did not have 
higher education, nor did he owned enormous wealth. 
What he had was courage and boundless curiosity.”

Stating that Ramnath Biswas’ residence is in the 
possession of an  Al Badr family (local collaborators 
of Pakistan Army in 1971), Shahriar Kabir said, “In 
independent Bangladesh, it is a matter of shame.”

Historian Ahsanul Kabir presented the keynote paper 
at the seminar.

He said, “Initiatives should be taken now to keep  his 
memories alive. Textbooks should include his biography.”

Travelogue writer Ashrafuzzaman Uzzal, convenor 
of Habitat Restoration and Conservation Committee, 
presided over the seminar.

Baul Bashiruddin Sarkar sang his own song on 
Ramnath at the event.

Unite to oust govt
BNP leaders urge activists 

in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

BNP central leaders in Rajshahi urged the party 
leaders and activists to forget rivalry and work 
together to topple the government.

The BNP leaders came up with the remarks while 
addressing a coordination meeting yesterday, on the 
occasion of Rajshahi divisional rally on December 3.

BNP’s national standing committee member 
Iqbal Hasan Mahmud Tuku was present as chief 
guest at the meeting while BNP chairperson’s 
adviser Mizanur Rahman Minu chaired it.

BNP’s Rajshahi divisional organising secretary 
Ruhul Quddus Talukder Dulu conducted the 
meeting.

Presidents, general secretaries, conveners and 
other leaders of eight district committees of the 
division and Rajshahi City committee attended the 
meeting.

Tuku said, “The people of the country fought the 
Liberation War to achieve the right to vote. That 
right has been taken away by the government.” 

Referring to BNP’s internal disputes, Dulu said 
it would be difficult to do politics if the Rajshahi 
divisional public meeting on December 3 flopped 
due to partymen’s quarrels.

Terming Rajshahi a base of BNP, he said the 
public meeting here should see a sea of people.

‘It’s for EC 
to decide’
Law minister on allowing 
foreign observers in polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq 
yesterday said the Election 
Commission will decide 
whether foreign observers will 
be allowed to observe the next 
parliamentary elections. 

The law minister said this 
while speaking to media after 

a meeting with Canadian High 
Commissioner Lilly Nicholls at his 

ministry office in Secretariat.
He said they discussed different issues including 

the elections, DSA and Data Protection Act.
The government will hold dialogues with the 

stakeholders for two or three times more before 
formulating the Data Protection Act, he said, 
adding that the act will be formulated to protect 
the data, not to control the data of people.

The minister said he requested the Canadian 
government to find out an alternative way to send 
Bangabandhu’s convicted killer Nur Chowdhury 
back to Bangladesh, as their law does not permit 
sending such person back to those countries 
where execution of death sentence is effective. 

She said she will discuss the matter with 
her government, said the minister.  Earlier, the 
Canadian envoy told the media that they discussed 
50 years of friendship between the two countries 
as well as areas of mutual cooperation. 

She did not allow any question.

JAMUNA EROSION IN SIRAJGANJ

Homes lost, families 
displaced

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Following sudden erosion, at least 
20 houses were devoured in the 
Jamuna river in Chongacha union  
of Sirajganj Sadar in the last 24 
hours till yesterday afternoon. 
Besides, more than 30 families were 
forced to leave their home and take 
shelters elsewhere fearing similar 
fate.

The Water Development Board 
has dumped sand bags by the river 
bank to tame the river, which they 
claim is already improving the 
situation. 

Abdur Razzak of the village said 

the river suddenly started flowing 
above the danger level on Sunday 
morning. After a few hours, rock 
and soil started wearing away along 
150 metres of the river bank. 

The situation deteriorated 
gradually, said Chongasha union 
parishad chairman Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah.

Ronojit Kumar Sarkar, assistant 

engineer of Sirajganj WDB, said, 
“We have started dumping sand 
bags in the affected area from 
Sunday afternoon. Things are 
already improving.”

“Work  is underway to construct 
a permanent river protection 
embankment. Villagers won’t have to 
worry about erosion again once the 
project gets completed,” he claimed.

Erosion along 150 metres of the Jamuna river in Chongacha union of 
Sirajganj devoured at least 20 homes, while displacing over 30 families 
recently. PHOTO: STAR
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