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US, China discuss 
ties, war in Ukraine
AFP, Washington

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi discussed rivalry 
between two superpowers and Russia’s war in 
Ukraine in a call Sunday, State Department and 
Beijing’s foreign ministry said. The top diplomats 
talked about the need to “responsibly manage the 
competition between our two countries,” Blinken 
said. They also discussed the need for China and 
US to keep open lines of communications and 
held talks about war in Ukraine.

GLOBAL LABOUR MARKET

‘Sharp’ slowdown 

underway: UN
AFP, Geneva

The war raging in Ukraine and other overlapping 
crises are taking a toll on labour markets 
worldwide, the UN said yesterday, suggesting a 
“sharp” slowdown was already underway. In a 
fresh report, the ILO cautioned that the outlook 
for global labour markets has deteriorated in 
recent months. It warned that multiple crises, 
compounded by Ukraine war, were piling up with 
the world still in the grips of Covid-19 pandemic.

Ex-Pak PM 
Imran wins 
by-election
AFP, Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime 
minister Imran Khan 
won another national 
assembly seat in a weekend 
by-election, officials said 
yesterday, as he leads a 
so-called “long march” of 
thousands of supporters to 
Islamabad. 

Khan has been 
demanding an early general 
election since being kicked 
out of office in April by a no-
confidence vote, heaping 
pressure on the government. 

His latest win in the 
northwest of the country 
was confirmed by the 
Electoral Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP). “We 
didn’t even run an election 
campaign for Imran Khan 
there, but he won with a big 
margin,” Fawad Chaudhry, 
a senior Khan aide, told 
private TV channel HUM 
News. 

The ECP ruled this 
month that Khan had failed 
to properly declare the value 
of gifts he received from 
foreign leaders while in 
office. 

INDIA BRIDGE COLLAPSE

Death toll rises to 
141; nine arrested
AGENCIES

The death toll from a foot bridge collapse in India rose to 
141 yesterday, including many children, as police detained 
nine people as part of a criminal investigation into one of 
the deadliest accidents in the country in the past decade.

Nine persons of the OREVA group, involved in the 
maintenance and management of the bridge, were 
arrested yesterday in connection with the collapse of the 
cable suspension bridge on the Machchhu river. Police 
have registered an FIR on charges of culpable homicide 
against agencies given the task of maintenance and 
operation of the bridge in Morbi city, reports The Hindu.  

Several teams of NDRF and personnel of Navy and Air 
Force have been ordered to be airlifted to the site to help 
in the rescue efforts and comb the river bed.

Ashwin Mehra, who was undergoing treatment after 
sustaining leg and back injuries when he plunged from 
the bridge, said he and six others had reached the shore 
by holding onto the bridge’s metal railings and netting.

“Some 15-20 mischievous young kids were shaking the 
ropes of the bridge. Three times a noise came from the 
bridge before it collapsed,” he told Reuters TV partner 
ANI.

Local officials told Reuters the manager of the bridge, 
a company making clocks and electrical items, had 
not informed the authorities that the bridge would be 
reopened last week after repairs, adding that no certificate 
that it was fit for public use had been issued.

World food supplies at risk
Wheat shipments to Africa, ME in peril after Russia’s 

withdrawal from grain deal; Europe to face corn shortages
REUTERS, Singapore

Russia’s weekend backtrack from a 
UN-brokered deal to export Black 
Sea grains is likely to hit shipments 
to import-dependent countries, 
deepening a global food crisis and 
sparking gains in prices. 

Hundreds of thousands of tonnes 
of wheat booked for delivery to 
Africa and the Middle East are at 
risk following Russia’s withdrawal, 
while Ukrainian corn exports to 
Europe will get knocked lower, two 
Singapore-based traders said. 

Russia on Saturday suspended 
participation in the UN grain deal for 
an “indefinite term”, after what it said 
was a major Ukrainian drone attack 
on its Black Sea fleet in Crimea. 

“If I have to replace a vessel which 
was due to come from Ukraine, what 
are the options? Not much really,” 
said one Singapore-based grains 
trader who supplies wheat to buyers 
in Asia and the Middle East. 

Chicago wheat futures yesterday 
jumped more than 5 percent and 

corn rose over 2 percent from the 
fears over supplies. 

Earlier this year global wheat 
prices Wv1 jumped to an all-time 
high and corn Cv1 hit a 10-year 
top as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
added fuel to a rally set off by 
adverse weather and Covid-19 supply 
disruptions. 

Australia, a key wheat supplier 
to Asia, is unlikely to be able to fill 
any supply gap, with shipping slots 
booked right up to February, traders 
said.

Shares in Australia’s Graincorp 
GNC.AX - which posted a five-fold 
jump in H1 profit due to supply 
constraints arising from the Russia-
Ukraine conflict - rose more than 7 

percent.
No ships moved through the 

established maritime humanitarian 
corridor on Sunday. The United 
Nations, Turkey and Ukraine, 
however, pressed ahead to implement 
the Black Sea grain deal and agreed 
on a transit plan for yesterday for 16 
vessels to move forward, despite the 
withdrawal of Russia. 

“We have to see how the situation 
unfolds. It is not clear if Ukraine will 
continue to ship grains and what 
happens to Russian exports,” said 
the Singapore-based grains trader.

Asian buyers booking Ukrainian 
wheat cargoes include Indonesia, 
the world’s second-largest importer 
of the grain, although the region 
typically relies on Australia and 
North America.

In recent deals, Indonesian millers 
bought four cargoes of Ukrainian 
wheat for November shipment in 
deals signed over the last few weeks, 
traders said. Some Vietnamese feed 
mills that bought Ukrainian wheat 
are also likely to suffer.

Lula faces tough to-do list
Brazil awaits Bolsonaro’s next move as far-

right incumbent remains silent 

after losing runoff

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

A tense Brazil awaited Jair Bolsonaro’s 
next move yesterday, as the far-right 
incumbent remained silent after losing 
a razor-thin runoff presidential election 
to veteran leftist Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
-- who now faces a tough to-do list.

The country now faces two long 
months until inauguration day on 
January 1, after Bolsonaro’s 
defeat by Lula with a score 
of 51 percent to 49 percent 
-- the tightest race 
since Brazil returned 
to democracy after 
its 1964-1985 military 
dictatorship.

Fresh off a huge 
victory party that capped 
a remarkable political 
comeback, ex-president Lula 
-- now president-elect -- faces the 
less-pleasant business of a messy, high-
risk transition process.

Bolsonaro’s radio silence after 
the polarizing election Sunday left 
Brazilians on edge, after months of the 
ex-army captain alleging election fraud 
and a supposed conspiracy against 
him. Lula criticized his nemesis for not 
acknowledging the result.

“Anyplace else in the world, the 
defeated president would have called me 
to recognize his defeat. He hasn’t called 
yet. I don’t know if he will,” he said in his 
victory speech to a euphoric sea of red-
clad supporters in Sao Paulo.

The lights went out at the presidential 
residence in Brasilia Sunday night with 
no word from the leader.

“Lula will have to watch out... for any 
challenge Bolsonaro and his 

allies make to delegitimize 
his win and mobilize his 

supporters, like Trump in 
the United States” after 
his 2020 election loss, 
said political scientist 
Paulo Calmon of the 

University of Brasilia.
But with some key 

Bolsonaro allies -- including 
the speaker of Congress 

Arthur Lira -- acknowledging the 
incumbent’s defeat, the president did 
not look to have strong backing in the 
halls of power to challenge the result.

Lula said he would work to heal a 
nation wounded by a bitter campaign. 
But, easier said than done. “Lula will have 
to show a lot of political skill to pacify the 
country,” said political scientist Leandro 
Consentino of Insper University. 


