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Raushan, who is considered 
to have a good relationship 
with the government, to put 
pressure on GM Quader for 
his recent sharp criticisms 
of the government. 

The Quader-Raushan 
rift took a new turn when 
Raushan, on August 31, 
convened the party’s 10th 
national council scheduled 
for November 26.

JP sources told this 
correspondent that the 
pro-Raushan faction has 
been planning to oust GM 
Quader from the party’s 
helm in the council and 
take control of the main 
opposition party in 
parliament.

The conflict between 
pro-Raushan and GM 
Quader intensified as the 
JPPP on September 1 at a 
meeting decided to remove 
Raushan from the post 
and make GM Quader the 
opposition leader.

After that meeting, a 
letter signed by Opposition 

Chief Whip Mashiur 
Rahman Ranga was 
submitted to the Speaker.

Ranga, however, on 
September 20, wrote 
another letter to the 
Speaker urging her to 
withdraw the previous one 
submitted on September 1.

The rift between Quader 
and Raushan elevated as 
the JP boss on October 
28 relieved opposition 
lawmaker Ranga from 
the post of opposition 
chief whip for siding with 
Raushan and criticising 
Quader.

He was also expelled 
from the party, which 
created uncertainty 
regarding his membership 
in parliament.

There are 26 JP 
lawmakers in parliament. 
All MPs, except for three 
to four, are reportedly loyal 
to GM Quader. Yesterday, 
the law minister, while 
speaking on a bill, thanked 
JP for attending the 
parliament sitting. 

Early flood warning can save
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another between 
Melbourne University 
and Dhaka University, for 
research and development 
on this front.

The state minister 
said during this year’s 
flood in Sylhet division, 
the government could 
successfully evacuate 
around 9.5 lakh people in 
12 hours and also provided 
60 large multipurpose 
accessible rescue boats to 
flood-prone districts from 
2020 till May this year, 

which were useful during 
this year’s flood.

A cell could be established 
at the disaster management 
ministry which can play the 
lead role and coordinate 
the dissemination of 
early warning for floods, 
said Arif Abdullah Khan, 
programme specialist at 
UNDP Bangladesh.

While disseminating 
warning messages, it 
should be ensured that they 
reach marginalised groups, 
said Dilruba Haider, 
programme specialist at 

UN Women Bangladesh.
Colin McQuistan, head 

of climate and resilience at 
Practical Action UK, joined 
the roundtable virtually. 

Mahjabeen Khaled, 
secretary general 
of Bangladesh 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s ’ 
Caucus on Migration 
and Development; Golam 
Mortoza, head of The Daily 
Star’s Bangla section; and 
Mostak Hussain, director 
(humanitarian) at Save the 
Children Bangladesh, spoke 
at the event among others.

BNP chair’s adviser
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appointed as Bangladesh 
high commissioner to the 
UK.

After retiring as a 
secretary, Sabih Uddin 
actively joined BNP politics 
and was appointed a 
foreign affairs advisor to 
the party chairperson.

Hearing the news of 
his death, BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir rushed to 
Sabih Uddin’s Gulshan 

residence. He talked to the 
bereaved family members 
and convoyed his sympathy 
to them.

Fakhrul and Sabih Uddin 
Ahmed were students of 
the same batch and were 
close friends.

Party’s acting chairman 
Tarique Rahman expressed 
deep shock at his death. 
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WB warns of steep cost of climate change
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are included in the 8th 
Five-Year plan, only two 
are budgeted,” noted the 
report. “Of the 48 projects 
in the 8th Five-Year plan 
and 19 in the 9th Five-
Year Plan, only 16 have 
development project 
proposals in place, and/
or feasibility studies that 
are ongoing or have been 
completed. Overall, the 
institutional capacity to 
prepare bankable projects 
is relatively low.” 

Estimates from this 
year show that women-
led households are 
disproportionately affected 
more when adapting to 
climate change. While 

the cost of adapting is 
15 percent of the total 
household expenditure for 
male-headed households, it 
is as much as 30 percent for 
families headed by a woman. 
The report was launched 
at a city hotel, where John 
Roome, regional director 
of South Asia Sustainable 
Development of World 
Bank, presented the 
findings, with Planning 
Minister MA Mannan as 
chief guest of the event. 

Among others, Dandan 
Chen, acting country 
director of WB for 
Bangladesh and Bhutan; 
Prof Saleemul Huq, OBE, 
director, International 
Centre for Climate Change 

and Development; Runa 
Khan, executive director, 
Friendship NGO; Alex 
Harvey, team leader, 
Climate & Environment, 
Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office, British 
High Commission; Folkert 
GJ de Jager, first secretary, 
Water Management & 
Food Security, Embassy 
of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands; Sonia Bashir 
Kabir, founder, SBK Tech 
Ventures & SBK Foundation; 
Dr Abdul Hamid, director 
general, Department of 
Environment, and Abul 
Kalam Azad, former 
principal secretary to 
the prime minister, were 
present. 

PROJECTIONS (BY 2050)
Economic loss from flooding 
anticipated to be severe

Current heat stress patterns 
to increase

Increased magnitude of 
rainfall 

Increase in salinity in 
drinking water

PRESENT ESTIMATES 
Annual cost of 
environmental health Tk 4.4 
trillion 

Women-led households 
disproportionately affected

Cost of adapting for male-
headed households 15pc of 
total expenditure

Expected climate investment 
by 2030 minimum $32.5b, 

maximum $143.7b

CHALLENGES 

Reducing emissions by 2045 
to cap cost at 2pc 

2 out of 20 projects included 
in 8th Five-Year plan 
budgeted 

16 projects have DPPs out 
of 67

Limited access to foreign 
borrowing 

Low institutional capacity to 
prepare bankable projects

SOLUTIONS

Substantial planning reforms 

Overcoming investment 
constraints

Prioritise, finance Delta Plan 
2100
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