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MAN Siddique, DMTCL 
managing director, 
said there would be a 
provision in the MoU with 
an option to hire private 
bus operators to provide 
services to the passengers.

He said the buses will 
connect the major hubs in 
the capital like Farmgate, 
Shahbagh, Mohakhali 
and Gulistan. “The design 
for the pick-up and drop 
points at both ends have 
already been finalised and 
will be ready before the 
launching of metro rail 
services,” he added. 

Siddique said BRTC 
will provide better quality 
buses for the services.

However, transport 
expert Prof Hadiuzzaman 
said as the authorities 
are opening the service 
partially, they are unlikely 
to have any approximate 
estimates about the possible 
number of passengers. 
“Under such circumstances, 
it would be very difficult to 
prepare a plan for shuttle or 
feeder services,” he said.

“Agargaon is already a 
congested area. The partial 
operation will intensify 
the traffic congestion due 
to lack of space for a bus 
stoppage,” he added. 

Must be strong enough to thwart
FROM PAGE 3

Bhaban in Dhaka. She 
said the government 
is preparing all related 
institutions properly so 
that they could protect 
country’s independence 
and sovereignty. 

She said since coming 
to power in 2009 
her government has 
transformed the navy into 
a true three-dimensional 
force to protect seabed, sea 
and the sky. 

“I believe that induction 
of these two MPAs will 
strengthen navy’s aviation 
capability,” she said.

The Awami League 
government is also working 
tirelessly for socioeconomic 

development of country 
apart of developing the 
armed forces, the PM said. 

The worldwide economic 
recession has impacted 
Bangladesh too but “we 

have to try to get rid of this 
impact,” she added. 

At the event, Chief of 
Naval Staff Admiral M 
Shaheen Iqbal gave the vote 
of thanks.  

JP threatens to boycott JS
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with a decision in this regard 
for two months but nothing 
happened. It seems like 
she has been dillydallying… 
that’s why we decided to 
boycott the parliament,” 
said a JP lawmaker. 

Rift between Quader and 
Raushan elevated as the JP 
boss on October 28 relieved 
opposition lawmaker 
Mashiur Rahman Ranga 
from the post of opposition 
chief whip in parliament.

He was also expelled from 
the party, which created 
uncertainty regarding his 
membership in parliament.

Ranga was also relieved 
from the party’s primary 
membership, implying that 
he has no connection with 
JP. JP Chairman Quader 
made the decision against 
Ranga -- for siding with 
Raushan and criticising 
Quader -- by exercising the 
special powers bestowed 
upon him in the party’s 
charter.

Within two hours 
of Quader’s decision, 
Raushan in a statement 
said the JP chief took 
the decision disobeying 
parliamentary rules.

There are total 

26 lawmakers in the 
parliament from JP. In 
yesterday’s JPPP meeting, 
21 of them were present.

Raushan, her son and JP 
lawmaker Rahgir Almehi 
Ershad who are currently 
in Bangkok for Raushan’s 
treatment, were not present 
at the meeting. Three other 
JP lawmakers -- AKM Salim 
Osman, Rana Mohammad 
Sohail and Ranga -- were 
also absent.

According to JP source, 
Salim Osman is currently 
undergoing treatment in 
Bangkok, while Rana is out 
of the capital.  

Meanwhile in a latest 
development, Raushan 
has postponed the party’s 
10th council, which was 
scheduled to be held on 
November 26, her political 
secretary Golam Moshi told 
The Daily Star. 

Hours after that, JP 
insiders said it seems the 
government high ups who 
were engaged in patronising 
Raushan group retracted 
from their stance due to 
Quader group’s decision to 
boycott parliament.  

“That’s why they advised 
Raushan to postpone the 
council,” they added. 

A great loss
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former five MPs.
Speaker Shirin Sharmin 

Chaudhury moved the 
condolence motion in 
the beginning of the 
20th session of the 11th 
parliament.

Awami League 
presidium member Sajeda 
Chowdhury, who was 
elected MP from Faridpur-2 
constituency, died on 
September 11. 

They scammed retired officials
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The DB chief said a fraudster, 
introducing himself as an 
employee of a recycling 
power plant project, 
called a retired additional 
secretary. At one point in 
the conversation, he offered 
the additional secretary a job 
as a project consultant.

The victim went to an 
office in Mirpur on October 
16. Two days later, another 
member of the racket 
introduced himself as 
the manager of an Indian 
importer. He told the other 
members that his Indian 
boss would buy glasses, 
watches and cameras 
worth Tk 16 crore. If they 
supply these goods to the 

Indian boss, they will get 
30 percent profit.

Samples of these goods 
must be collected and 
shown to the Indian boss for 
which Tk 75 lakh is needed. 
Fraudsters offer the victim 
an investment in shares in 
the said business. Although 
the victim initially did 
not agree, he eventually 
became interested and gave 
Tk 5 lakh to the fraudsters 
on October 19, said Harun. 

The fraudsters told the 
victim that the Indian boss 
liked the sample. The next 
day, when the victim went to 
the office, he found that the 
Indian boss had given them 
a cheque of Tk 4.8 crore as a 
30 percent advance.

Then the fraudsters asked 
the victim to pay another 
Tk 50 lakh to purchase the 
whole amount of goods. 
At one point, the victim 
realised the deception and 
sought DB’s help. 

The DB chief said the 
racket similarly cheated a 
retired official of Islamic 
Foundation and embezzled 
Tk 27.5 lakh from him.

The arrestees used to 
introduce themselves as 
doctors, engineers and 
businessmen. Lured by 
their assuring words, many 
high officials also fell into 
their trap, he added.

A fraud case was filed 
with Mohammadpur Police 
Station in this regard.

Historic Keane Bridge
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Md Mostafizur Rahman, 
RHD executive engineer in 
Sylhet, said, “As the bridge 
was previously renovated by 
the railway department and 
they have the expertise to 
work with steel structures, 
we commissioned the work 
to Bangladesh Railway.”

Mohammad Abrar 
Hossain, bridge engineer 
(eastern zone) of railway, 
said, “The agreement 
with the contractor was 
signed last month and 
the contractor has given 
a one-year time frame 
to complete the bridge’s 
restoration.”

“Mainly the steel 

parts will be replaced 
and the structure will 
be strengthened. The 
manufacturing process 
of steel parts has already 
started and the physical 
work at the site will start 
soon,” he added.

Abdul Hye Al-Hadi, chief 
coordinator of Save the 
Heritage and Environment, 
said, “As a nation, we have 
been known for negligence 
towards heritage sites. 
But this initiative for the 
Keane bridge restoration 
must be appreciated. Such 
work will encourage other 
government departments 
to give heritage sites the 
utmost importance.”

Identify
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authorities to explain in 
four weeks why the inaction 
of the local administration 
to take action against land 
grabbers, and why they 
should not be directed to 
evict encroachments and to 
dredge the river following 
the original boundaries. 

The HC bench of Justice 
Md Ashfaqul Islam and 
Justice Md Shohrowardi 
issued the rule. 

Jamaat seeking
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have “weird, unusual and 
funny names”. 

“We cannot find 
meaning of some of the 
names,” said an EC official, 
involved in preparing list 
of parties that sought 
registration. They provided 
some examples of names 
including Bairabairy 
Party, Mushkil League, 
Naakphool Bangladesh, 
Bangladesh Ittady 
Party, Naitik Samaj and 
Bangladesh Bekar Samaj.

The EC on May 26 
started the registration 

process for new political 
parties ahead of the 12th 
National Election, likely to 
be held late December 2023 
or early January 2024.

EC Alamgir also said the 
commission is planning 
to hold election to the 
Rangpur City Corporation 
in late December of early 
January using electronic 
voting machine and 
bringing all polling centres 
under the coverage of 
CCTV cameras.

“We are planning to 
announce the schedule in 
November,” he said.

Bangladesh top
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missions, he said. 
Chowdhury Abdullah Al 

Mamun, inspector general 
of police, said UN Police 
division has all along 
been highly supportive 
and cooperative towards 
Bangladesh Police. 

Commissioner Jun 
Tan, deputy police advisor 

and OIC of Police Division 
of DPO of UNHQ, Brig 
General Giovanni Pietro 
Barbanto, police chair of 
International Association 
of Peacekeeping Training 
Centres (IAPTC) executive 
committee and director 
and Mark Pedersen, chief 
of Integrated Training 
Service of DPO, also spoke.
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Suraiya 
Khandker 
passes away
STAR REPORT

S u r a i y a 
K h a n d ke r 
Emy, former 
scientist of 
Bangladesh 
J u t e 
R e s e a r c h 
Institute (BJRI), passed away 
on October 28 at the age of 
69, said a press release.

She breathed her last 
at 2:30am at Evercare 
Hospital. She left behind 
her husband Dr Tarek Al 
Naser, son Dr Zoheb Nasir, 
daughter Anika Nasir 
(economist) and three 
grandchildren. 

Her namaz-e-janaza was 
held at Banani Baitul Aman 
Jame Mosque. She was 
buried at Banani Graveyard.

Help us pass 1971 
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said Pakistani armed 
forces and its Bangladeshi 
allies employed rape as 
a tool of extermination 
in that horrible crime 
against humanity and 
urged everyone to recruit 
additional co-sponsors for 
the resolution. 

Community leader 
Dilip Nath, Razzak Baloch 
of the Baloch Human 
Rights and Munawar 
Laghari, executive director 
of Sindhi Foundation; 
Adelle Nazarian, legislative 
director of the Hindu Pact, 
also spoke.
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