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They are looting our forex
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money from the country’s 
forex reserves is being used 
for development activities, 
imports, and the people’s 
welfare.

“Many people are 
questioning where the 
money from the forex 
reserves is going. The 
money goes to Payra Port. 
It is being used to purchase 
food and fertiliser for the 
people. It is also being 
used for imports and 
people’s welfare. No one 
is misappropriating the 
money,” she said.

GM Quader yesterday 

said, even a year ago, the 
country had USD 48 billion 
in forex reserves. Due to 
spending from the reserves, 
the amount now stands at 
USD 27 billion. The country 
may face a severe economic 
disaster next year. 

“The reserves have been 
used to invest in airport 
projects, Payra seaport, and 
investments in Sri Lanka. 
In fact, reserve money has 
been looted,” he said.

Quader said, “We 
supported Awami League 
in the 2008 elections to 
save the country from 
the corruption of Hawa 

Bhaban. But Awami League 
did not keep its word.” 

“At first, it thought 
Jatiya Party is its affiliated 
organisation, then a 
servant, and now a 
slave. It wants to control 
everything. We don’t want 
to be controlled by anyone. 
We will not be slaves to 
anyone,” he said.

Quader claimed that a 
conspiracy has started to 
weaken Jatiya Party again.

Without mentioning 
any name, he said the 
conspirators are trying to 
split the party and create 
divisions.

Restore canals, revive Dhaka
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government bodies have to 
come forward to make the 
DAP a reality,” he added.

The minister said a 
team led by Salman F 
Rahman, adviser to the 
prime minister, discussed 
the DAP for two hours, 
agreeing with most of 
the plan’s details, with a 
suggestion to correct 10 
percent of the provisions.

Tajul said they 
incorporated the idea of 
block-based housing to 
save open spaces. This 
provision accrued some 
criticism from citizens.“The 
idea is not new. It’s been 
in practice globally. We 
all just conformed to the 

global standard.” 
The minister also 

underscored the need to 
address the reasons behind 
people’s influx into the 
capital. “People come to the 
city for education, medical 
treatment and jobs. If we 
are able to ensure such 
facilities at the district level, 
the inflow will decline.”

Ishrat Islam, dean of 
architecture and planning 
at Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and 
Technology (Buet), said 
the DAP has suggested 
five water-centric parks for 
Dhaka.

Ashraful Alam, planner 
of Rajuk and project 
director of the DAP, said 

as part of decentralisation, 
the DAP has divided the 
city into six metropolitan 
regions. Six new parks have 
been suggested, which will 
make the city liveable.

Nasir Uddin, member 
of planning of Rajuk, said 
Dhaka could be turned 
into a liveable city using 
the DAP. For that to 
happen, cooperation from 
all government bodies 
is needed. Md Anisur 
Rahman Miah, chairperson 
of Rajuk; Anisul Hoque, 
associate editor of Bangla 
daily Prothom Alo; and 
Nazrul Islam, chairperson 
of Nagar Gobesona Kendro, 
spoke among others.

Star journo wins DRU
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from June 14 to June 18, 
2022.

The other award 
recipients in print media 
are Rajib Noor (currently 
working for Bdnews24), 
Abu Jor Ansar Uddin 
Ahamod Rajib and 
Obaidullah Rony from 
Samakal, and Ismail Ali of 
Share Biz.

Winners under the 
online category are 
Shah Alam Khan of 
Newsbangla24 (currently 

working for Dainik 
Kalbela), Abu Mohammad 
Faizul Arefin of Channel 
I online, and Abu Saleh 
Saadat of Dhaka Post.

In the electronic media 
category, Mukimul Ahsan 
Himel of Channel 24, 
Adnan Khan of Ekattor 
Television, and Nur Hossen 
Siddiqui of Maasranga 
Television won the award.

Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal 
will deliver the award to the 
winners on Tuesday.

SQ Chowdhury
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SQ Chowdhury, one of 
the top BNP leaders, was 
executed for committing 
crimes against humanity in 
the 1971 Liberation War.

During the protest, 
the activists shouted 
slogans -- “There is no 
place for razakar’s wife 
and children in the land of 
Bangabandhu”.

They also hung a sign 
which said “Razakarer Bari 
[the house of razakar]” at 
the entrance of Good’s 
Hill, the house of SQ 

Chowdhury.
During the programme, 

police cordoned off the 
entire area adjacent to 
Good’s Hill at Gani Bakery 
intersection.

Speakers said during the 
1971 war, many freedom 
fighters were tortured at 
Good’s Hill by razakars, 
local collaborators of the 
then Pakistani occupation 
army.

They demanded that 
the government confiscate 
all the properties of war 
criminals’ family members.

Bodies of two
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agent of Ghorashal 
municipality area while 
Shahidul is the son of 
Harun Mia of Raipura 
upazila.

The two were students 
of Ghoradia Muhammadia 
International Tahfuzul 
Quran Madrasa in Sadar 
upazila. As per family 
request, the bodies were 
handed over to them 

without autopsy, said 
police. 

According to police 
and family sources, 32 
people, including madrasa 
teachers, went to a picnic 
in Char Afzal of Alokbali 
union by an engine boat on 
Thursday.

The two were missing 
when all of them went to 
take a bath in the river 
around 5:00pm.

Faith groups can help
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journalism and media 
studies of Stamford 
University, said breaking the 
loop of conflict by covering 
peace in news is important. 
She added, “Journalists can 
promote peace by avoiding 
sensational depiction of 
violence.”

Benedict Alo De Rozario, 

president of Caritas Asia, 
said faith leaders from 
different communities 
can be the most effective 
catalyst to make positive 
change in the mindset of 
people. He said humanity is 
at the centre of all religions 
and that should be the 
centre of faith groups that 
can promote unity.

250 structures knocked down
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300 structures and most 
of them are business 
establishments,” he said.

The drive will continue 
today, he said.

Dr Rafiqul Islam 
Mollah, president of Savar 
Nodi-o- Poribesh Unnayan 
Parishad, told The Daily 
Star, “We welcome this 
initiative to evict the 
encroachers although it 
has been taken after a long 
time.”

Meanwhile, pointing 
to Savar municipality 
mayor Haji Abdul Goni’s 
establishments on 

the riverbank next to 
Namabazar bridge, Rafiqul 
said, “We request the 
authorities concerned not 
to spare any influential 
people.”

However, Goni 
repeatedly claimed that he 
has no illegal structures 
there.

Meanwhile, the district 
administration, during 
the drive, found that all 
the illegal structures have 
legal electricity connection 
and municipality holding 
numbers.

One Motaleb Mia said he 
used to pay electricity bill 

and municipality tax for his 
structure built before 1980.

About such holding 
number, the mayor said, “I 
don’t know how they got 
it. We will look into the 
matter.”

                          Abul Kalam 
Azad, general manager 
of Dhaka Palli Bidyut 
Samity-3, said normally 
electricity connection is 
given following submission 
of land ownership papers. 
“Since the connection was 
provided a long time ago, 
it is not possible to tell the 
details without checking 
the files.”

Include ‘intersex’
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not have occurred, they 
believed.

Intersex member 
Maimuna Akhtar said she 
is not being able to get 
admission to any private 
university and not being 
given a passport due to 
the non-recognition of 
intersex people in official 
and private documents.

Another intersex 
member Noor E Alam said 
he had to undergo this 
type of surgery six times, 
sometimes to change her 
to a woman and sometimes 
a man.

“Although earlier, I was 
apparently healthy, these 
unnecessary surgeries 
disrupted my normal life. 
Now, I cannot even simply 
walk or get on public 
transport,” he said.

According to the 
members of the intersex 
community, as soon as an 
intersex person is born, 
he is identified as a “hijra”, 
even though they do not 
belong to that community.

Moreover, although hijra 
is recognised as gender in 
Bangladesh, there is no 
recognition of intersex 
people, they said.  

3 HC judges kept away
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the verdict by restoring 
SJC’s provision in the 
constitution. Instead, it 
filed a petition with the 
apex court on December 
24, 2017, seeking a review 
of the verdict. 

Contacted, Law 
Minister Anisul Huq 
told this correspondent 
that the government has 
nothing to do about the 
matter centring the three 
judges, as it is an issue 
of the judiciary, which is 
independent.

Supreme Court Registrar 
General Md Golam Rabbani 
declined to comment on 
this issue.

Advocate Khurshid 
Alam Khan, an SC lawyer 
and editor of Dhaka 
Law Reports, told this 
correspondent that names 
of the three judges are 
not included in the daily 
cause-list of the HC, and 
therefore, they cannot 
perform judicial activities.

However, they are 
getting all relevant benefits, 
including salaries and 
transport costs, and are 
using the SC flag on their 
cars, he said.

Khurshid, also chief 
counsel for the Anti-
Corruption Commission, 
termed the move of 
excluding them as 

unprecedented. “I’ve never 
seen such a situation in my 
30 years of profession.”

The judges were asked 
to refrain from judicial 
activities on August 22, 
2019.

After they were 
informed, the judges 
sought leave from the 
authorities concerned, SC 
Spokesperson Mohammad 
Saifur Rahman said in a 
press statement on that 
day, without mentioning 
any reasons.

The statement also did 
not disclose the names 
of the judges and why 
authorities are conducting 
the inquiry.

Schoolgirl
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“Family members told us 
that they were returning 
home on a motorcycle 
from Kushtia city. We 
suspect their bike was hit 
by a speeding vehicle,” said 
the OC.

The bodies have been 
sent for autopsy, he said.

514 sacks of fertiliser
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The seized fertiliser 
includes 320 sacks of DAP 
and 194 sacks of TSP. Each 
of the sacks contains 50kg 
of fertiliser.

The government sells 
per sack of DAP fertiliser 
at Tk 700 and TSP at Tk 
1,000 to dealers who are 
instructed to retail each 
sack of DAP at a maximum 
Tk 800 and TSP at Tk 1,100, 
said officials.

But the dealers allegedly 
sell each sack of DAP at Tk 
1,000-1,100 and TSP at Tk 
1,400-1,500 to the farmers.

Local farmer Fazle 
Rahman alleged that the 
dealer did not sell the 
fertiliser to them. “When 
we went to him, he said he 
was out of stock.”

The dealer was trying 
to smuggle the fertiliser 
to earn more profit, he 
alleged.
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Illegal parking a 
lingering menace
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Illegal parking of vehicles on both sides 
of an important road on Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital (MMCH) 
premises is obstructing entrance to the 
hospital.

The vehicles, mainly cars, CNG-
run auto-rickshaws and microbuses 
of hospital staffers and different 
pharmaceutical companies, occupy this 
busy road for several hours during office  
time, said hospital sources. 

This practice has been going on for 
years, they added.

The road leads to the hospital store and 
Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied 
Sciences (INMAS).  On the suggestion 
of doctors, hundreds of patients from 
different areas of Mymensingh visit 
INMAS for better test results at a 
comparatively less cost, said the sources. 

“It’s the only institute in Mymensingh 
and so the patients from Mymensingh, 
Jamalpur, Sherpur, Tangail, Netrakona 
and Kishoreganj are referred here 
for quality tests and reports,” said Dr 
Motiur Rahman Bhuiyan, president 
of Bangladesh Medical Association, 
Mymensingh unit.

Tests, including, blood and hormone 
test, ultra-sonogram, ECG are conducted 
at the institute. If the patients’ attendants 
can’t move easily, it’s difficult for them to 
get the tests done in due time, he added. 

“But due to the illegal parking, we have 
to struggle often to take patients to the 

institute on time,” said Golam Murtaza, 
an attendant of a patient.

Even trolley carriers, who have to take 
medicines and other hospital related 
commodities to and from the hospital 
store face trouble due to space constraint 
during office hours. On different 
occasions, they informed hospital 
officials about it, but they didn’t take any 
steps to minimise it, said a trolley carrier. 

Besides, private ambulances, 
which remain parked at the hospital’s 
emergency entrance, create more 
obstacles, said Abdur Razzaq, an 
attendant from Netrokona.

CNG and battery-run auto-rickshaws 
are also seen parked near the emergency 
gate entrance to get trips for different 
destinations, said Asma Khatun, an 
attendant from Jamalpur.

Dr Wayezuddin Farazi, deputy director 
of MMCH, said they have already initiated 
a drive to stop such illegal parking, 
including private ambulances on hospital 
premises to ensure smooth movement of 
patients and attendants.


