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South Korean Marine amphibious assault vehicles fire smoke shells to land on the seashore during a landing 
operation as part of the annual Hoguk military exercises in Pohang, south Korea, yesterday. The United States, 
Japan and South Korea yesterday warned that a North Korean nuclear test would warrant an “unprecedentedly 
strong response”, vowing unity after a blitz of missile launches from the hermit state. PHOTO: AFP

This UGC image posted on Twitter yesterday shows an unveiled woman standing on top of a vehicle as thousands 
make their way towards Aichi cemetery in Saqez, Mahsa Amini’s home town in the western Iranian province of 
Kurdistan, to mark 40 days since her death, defying heightened security measures. PHOTO: AFP

MYANMAR CRISIS

Asean chair 
warns over 
rising violence
REUTERS

The Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) is gravely concerned 
about escalating violence 
in Myanmar, the bloc’s 
chair Cambodia said, in 
remarks ahead of a special 
meeting of its foreign 
ministers today to discuss 
the crisis.

“We are deeply saddened 
by the growing casualties, 
and the immense suffering 
that ordinary people in 
Myanmar have endured,” 
the chair’s statement said, 
calling for restraint, an 
immediate cessation of 
fighting, and for all parties 
to pursue dialogue.

A spokesperson for 
the Cambodian foreign 
ministry said Myanmar 
would not be participating 
in today’s meeting at 
the Asean Secretariat in 
Jakarta.

The gathering 
aims to come up with 
recommendations on how 
to push forward the peace 
process ahead of an Asean 
summit next month.

MAHSA AMINI PROTESTS

Security forces open 
fire on protesters

AFP, Paris

Iranian security forces yesterday opened fire on protesters who 
massed in their thousands in Mahsa Amini’s hometown to mark 
40 days since her death, a human rights group said.

“Security forces have shot tear gas and opened fire on people 
in Zindan square, Saqez city,” Hengaw, a Norway-based group 
that monitors rights violations in Iran’s Kurdish regions, tweeted 
without specifying whether there were any dead or wounded.

Despite heightened security measures, columns of mourners 
had poured into Saqez in the western Kurdistan province to 
pay tribute to Amini at her grave at the end of the traditional 
mourning period.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian of Kurdish origin, died on 
September 16, three days after her arrest in Tehran by the 
notorious morality police for allegedly breaching the Islamic dress 
code for women.

Anger flared at her funeral last month and quickly sparked 
the biggest wave of protests to rock the Islamic republic in almost 
three years.  Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights said the security 
forces’ crackdown on the Amini protests has claimed the lives of 
at least 141 demonstrators, in an updated death toll Tuesday.

1.5 DEGREES CELSIUS GOAL

Climate pledges still 
‘nowhere near’: UN

AFP, Paris

International climate pledges remain 
far off track to limit temperature rises 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius, according to 
a UN report released yesterday, less 
than two weeks ahead of high-stakes 
negotiations to tackle global warming.

The combined climate pledges of 
more than 190 nations that signed 
up to the 2015 Paris climate deal put 
Earth on track to warm around 2.5C 
compared to pre-industrial levels by the 
century’s end, the UN said.

With the planet already battered by 
climate-enhanced heatwaves, storms 
and floods after just 1.2C of warming, 
experts say the world is still failing to 
act with sufficient urgency to curb 
greenhouse gas emissions.

“We are still nowhere near the 
scale and pace of emission reductions 
required to put us on track toward a 
1.5 degrees Celsius world,” said Simon 
Stiell, Executive Secretary of UN 
Climate Change.

“To keep this goal alive, national 
governments need to strengthen 
their climate action plans now and 
implement them in the next eight 
years.”

The UN’s climate experts have said 
emissions -- compared to 2010 levels -- 

need to fall 45 percent by 2030 in order 
to meet the Paris deal’s more ambitious 
goal.

In this latest report, the UN said 
that current commitments from 
governments around the world will in 
fact increase emissions by 10.6 percent 
by 2030.

Since Glasgow climate summit, only 
24 countries, of 193, had updated their 
plans at the time of the report, which 
Stiell said was “disappointing”.

The next climate summit will be held 
from November 6 to 18 in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt.

Nations are meeting in the shadow 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
cascading global crises of hunger, 
energy prices and living costs, 
exacerbated by extreme weather.

Scientists have warned that any 
rise above 1.5C risks the collapse of 
ecosystems and the triggering of 
irreversible shifts in the climate system.

In a landmark report this year on 
climate impacts and vulnerabilities, 
the UN’s 195-nation Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned 
that time had nearly run out to ensure a 
“liveable future” for all.

That report was signed off by the 
same governments that will return to 
negotiations in Egypt.

FRANCE-GERMANY

Leaders meet to 
defuse tensions
AFP, Paris

French President Emmanuel Macron hosted 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz for lunch 
yesterday, with the leaders hoping to pare 
back differences on energy and defence and 
revitalise the EU’s key double act.

Both leaders were all smiles as Scholz 
climbed out of his black Mercedes in the 
courtyard of the Elysee Palace to shake hands, 
although the German appeared to sidestep 
Macron’s attempts to put an arm around him.

Hackles have been raised on both sides 
since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine -- less 
than three months after Scholz took office 
last December -- prompted crisis decisions 
taken under the pressure of the war and its 
knock-on effects.

Berlin’s move to spend up to $200 
billionsubsidising soaring gas prices and 
refusal to consider an EU-wide energy price 
cap nettled Paris and other European capitals, 
who fear the effect on their energy costs.

Sunak delays crunch budget plan
AFP, London

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
yesterday postponed an eagerly 
awaited budget plan due next week, 
as the youthful new leader got down 
to business after weeks of political 
turmoil.

Following a meeting of his new 
cabinet, Sunak was set to engage in 
his first parliamentary joust against 
opposition Labour leader Keir 
Starmer, who is demanding a snap 
general election.

“The Tories have crashed the 
economy, with low wages, high 
prices and a cost-of-living crisis,” 
Starmer said, in a taste of the attack 
to come during the Prime Minister’s 

Questions.
“The public needs a fresh start and 

a say on Britain’s future.”
But Sunak, 42, ruled out an 

early election as he vowed stability 
and fiscal rectitude following his 
appointment by King Charles III on 

Tuesday to succeed Liz Truss after she 
served just 49 days in Downing Street.

After appointing the cabinet 
team, Sunak phoned the presidents 
of Ukraine and the United States to 
vow continuity on UK foreign policy, 
including resisting Russia’s invasion 
of its neighbour with cash and 
military aid.

But Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Jeremy Hunt -- retained in Sunak’s 
cabinet along with other senior 
ministers -- said that Monday’s 
planned “medium-term fiscal 
statement” was no longer so pressing.

Instead, there will be a full budget 
statement on November 17 to lay 
out the new government’s tax and 
spending plans, Hunt told reporters.


