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Two OCs transferred 
from Sirajganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Officers-in-charge of two police stations in Sirajganj have 
been transferred. 

Raiganj Police Station OC Md Rofikul Islam has been 
transferred to Pabna and Bangabandhu Bridge West Zone 
Police Station OC Md Mosaddek Hossain to Bogura.

An order issued on Tuesday from Rajshahi range 
DIG office stated that the transfer was because of public 
interest, said sources.

Mentionable, a police team of Bogura was robbed in 
Sirajganj highway under  Bangabandhu Bridge West Zone 
on October 12, and alleged spreading of fake notes during 
the Zilla Parishad election in Sirajganj’s Raiganj upazila 
was widely criticised recently.

Talking with The Daily Star, Arifur Rahman Mondal, 
superintendent of Sirajganj police, said the transfers were 
in accordance with regular procedures, not because of 
any allegation.

‘Include Dalits, 
Harijans in 
mainstream’
Speakers tell dialogue
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The Dalit and Harijan communities in Bangladesh 
are being neglected only because of their 
profession and birth identity. If they are not 
included in the mainstream society, their social 
isolation and deprivation of civic services will keep 
increasing, said speakers in a dialogue yesterday.  

The dialogue, titled “Challenges of Socio-
economic Development of Dalit Communities”, 
was organised by Dalit, an NGO, with financial 
support of USAID and Counterpart International, 
at Khulna’s Ava Centre.

Bikash Kumar Das, coordinating secretary of 
Bangladesh Dalit Youth Parishad, mentioned that 
Dalits living in Khulna do not even have electricity 
in their homes. 

“Moreover, fishers from the Dalit community 
living in wards 14 and 16 of Khulna city do not 
have their fisher cards,” he added. 

Kishore Lal, who lives in Sonadanga Harijan 
Colony of Khulna city, said, “Our community 
lives across 10 wards of Khulna City Corporation.” 
However, there is only one place allotted for them 
called Harijan Palli in Sonadanga.

“In the other areas, we live as refugees, with fear 
of being evicted at any point in time. We don’t have 
access to fresh-water supply or a proper sewage 
system. Housing is an issue for us that needs to be 
solved as soon as possible,” he added. 

Khulna City Corporation (KCC) Mayor Talukder 
Abdul Khaleque said everyone should think about 
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Adverse weather conditions didn’t stop tourists taking boat rides on Dibir haor in Sylhet, to witness the pretty 
pink water lilies -- which bloom on this marshland, right at the lap of Meghalaya. This picture was taken 
recently from Sylhet’s Jointapur, near the  Bangladesh-India border. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Woman gets 10yr 
jail for killing baby
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A Panchagarh court yesterday sentenced a woman 
to 10 years’ imprisonment for killing her eight-
month-old son in 2017.

Additional District and Sessions Judge Md 
Anisur Rahman also fined Hamida Akhter (27) Tk 
10,000, in default of which she will have to suffer 
one more year in jail, court sources said.

According to the prosecution, Hamida got 
married to one Akhterul Islam (33) from Tentulia 
upazila in 2015.

Two years later, Akhterul divorced Hamida over 
a family feud on April 8, 2017 when her son Imran 
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Bus strike called for 
Nov 4-5 in Barishal
BNP says it’s a conspiracy to 
thwart its Nov 5 rally
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Bus owners have called for a strike on all routes going in 
and out of Barishal for November 4 and 5, ahead of a BNP 
rally in the city’s Bangabandhu Udyan.

Barishal District Bus Malik Group said they announced 
the strike to demand a stop to operation of illegal vehicles, 
including three-wheelers, on highways.

On the other hand, BNP said the owners took the 
decision to thwart its rally.

The bus-owners’ association declared the strike in a 
memorandum submitted to the divisional commissioner 
on Monday.

Quoting the letter, Rois Ahmed Manna, joint secretary 
of the association, told The Daily Star yesterday that they 
will go for the strike on November 4 and 5 if three-wheelers 
and other illegal vehicles do not stop plying highways by 
November 3.

BNP leaders said their November 5 rally is pre-
scheduled, and the bus strike was intentionally called on 
November 4 and 5.

They said it is a government conspiracy to hinder the 
mass gathering of the party.

However, the transport owners denied BNP’s allegations 
and claimed that there is no link between their strike and 
rally.

Kishor Kumar Dey, general secretary of the association, 
said, “We did not even know anything about any rally. Our 
strike may get longer to realise our demand.”
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Farmers return 
empty-handed
Incentive distribution stops amid allegation 

of irregularities against official
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Lawmaker of Natore-1 constituency 
Shahidul Islam Bakul has asked to 
stop distributing the summer onion 
plantation’s incentive materials in 
Natore, after finding evidence of 
corruption.

When some farmers spoke 
about the corruption during the 
distribution ceremony of these 
items held yesterday at the upazila 
parishad office, Bakul and Suraiya 
Mumtaz, acting upazila nirbahi 
officer of Bagatipara, decided to 
stop distribution after finding 
sufficient evidence in support of 

the farmers’ claim.
Farmers alleged that Upazila 

Agriculture Officer Hasan Ali was 
responsible for the irregularities.

Under the programme, 100 
onion farmers of Bagatipara upazila 
were to be provided incentives this 
year.

Nibira Khatun, a local UP 
member and onion grower, said 
each farmer was supposed to get a 
kilo of onion seeds, 20 kilos of DAP 
fertiliser, 20 kilos of MOP fertiliser, 
pesticide worth Tk 100, polythene 
worth Tk 2,100 and nylon twine 
worth Tk 150.

Besides, Tk 2,800 was supposed 

to be given for preparing land, 
hiring labourers and constructing 
fences.

“However, instead of Tk 2,100 
for polythene and Tk 150 for nylon 
twine, farmers were set to get 
parachute twine worth Tk 60 and 
polythene worth Tk 500,” claimed 
Nibira.

Contacted, accused UAO Hasan 
Ali said, “I am sorry for the mistake. 
I joined very recently and hence 
could not perform the distribution 
properly. I will distribute them 
shortly.”

Lawmaker Bakul said, “I 
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Instead of Tk 2,100 worth of polythene and Tk 150 worth of nylon twine, 
farmers were set to get parachute twine worth Tk 60 and polythene 

worth Tk 500. 
Nibira Khatun, local UP member 


