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The first terminal will be 
opened for operation by 
December 2023, while 
the 1,180-metre bridge 
over Andharmanik river is 
expected to be constructed 
within two and a half years.

As per the release, these 
development schemes 
will enable the  port to 
function at full capacity 
and enhance foreign trade, 
the benefits of which will 
be enjoyed by the  nation.

Noting that Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina  
inaugurated the Payra 
Seaport on November 19 
in 2013, the release said  
so far, 236 sea-going ships 
have arrived at the port, 
through which  about Tk 
548 crore revenue has been 
earned.
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was only eight months old.
On April 12, police 

recovered the baby’s body 
from Hamida’s ancestral 
house at Dohosuo village 
in the district.

The following day, 
Imran’s uncle Md Majnu 
filed a case with Atwary 
Police Station accusing 

Hamida, her father Hasan 
Ali (60) and mother 
Khodeja Begum (50).

Police submitted a 
charge sheet before the 
court on October 16 the 
same year against the 
trio. The court acquitted 
Hamida’s parents as the 
allegations against them 
could not be proven.Bus strike
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Ignoring a ban, three-
wheelers are plying 
highways, causing road 
accidents, he added.

Bilkis Akter Jahan 
Shirin, organising secretary 
of BNP’s Barishal divisional 
unit, said, “The government 
has been planning to 
thwart our rally. Why did 
they [bus owners] plan to 
observe the strike right on 
that day [November 5]?”

India not China’s strategic rival
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of 23.9 percent compared 
to last year. With the 
98 percent zero-tariff 
treatment entering into 
force this September, 
Bangladesh’s export to 
China would be boosted, 
he hoped.

He claimed the value 
of China’s newly signed 
project contracts in 
Bangladesh in the first five 
months of this year hit 
$1.08 billion, which is an 
increase of 67.5 percent.

Asked how to reduce 
the trade gap with China, 
he said Bangladeshi 
businesses should actively 
work on this and take 
advantage of the free tariff 
regime.

Li Jiming said China 
wants to explore the 
opportunities of high-end 
industries in Bangladesh. 
Also, the country is in 
talks with Bangladesh on 
setting up solar power on 
all the post office buildings 
and eventually other 
buildings.

Asked about China’s 
support to Myanmar at 
the UN on allegations of 
human rights violations 
and Rohingya killings, Li 

Jiming said China does not 
think that western pressure 
will help solve the Myanmar 
problem, rather it should 
be solved regionally.

“We have an Asian way of 
solving it. The Europeans 
or the American way will 
not help,” he added.

Li Jiming also said China 
is seriously and sincerely 
working towards solving 
the Rohingya issue. 

After Bangladesh sought 
Chinese support when 
there were border rules 
violations at the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border 
recently, the Chinese 
Ambassador in Myanmar 
called on the Myanmar 
authorities and conveyed 
the message. In response, 
Myanmar said they will 
repatriate the Rohingyas 
and are preparing for it.

However, armed groups 
and the Myanmar military 
are currently fighting in 
the Rakhine state. So, 
Bangladesh needs to wait, 
for now, he explained.

Asked if China can help 
Bangladesh in any way 
regarding the ongoing 
energy crisis, Li Jiming 
said China will not sit 
idle if Bangladesh is in 

any emergency, although 
China itself is facing similar 
problems because of the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

Regarding questions 
on Bangladesh’s concerns 
over declining foreign 
currency reserves, he said 
a currency swap between 
Bangladesh and China and 
Bangladesh’s increasing 
export can be the way out.

DCAB President Rezaul 
Karim Lotus and General 
Secretary AKM Moinuddin 
also spoke at the event.

How many meetings
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The division in January this 
year asked BRTA to take 
Buet’s opinion.

On October 11 this year, 
BRTA submitted a report to 
RTHD about the progress 
of implementing last 
meeting’s decisions. BRTA 
mentioned that it sought 
Buet’s opinion in February 
but is yet to get any opinion 
or guideline.

The taskforce also asked 
BRTA in the fifth meeting 
to place a work plan to 

assign separate registration 
numbers and uniforms to 
ride-sharing bikers.

BRTA, in its reply, said 
the officers concerned held 
a meeting over the issue 
on October 3 and will hold 
another meeting with ride-
sharing companies soon.

Yousub Ali Mollah, 
additional secretary of the 
division and a member of 
the taskforce, said today’s 
meeting will discuss the 
progress of the decisions 
taken in the last meeting.

We will resist rogue Ranga
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of HM Ershad, started 
brewing when she convened 
the party’s 10th council, 
which was scheduled for 
November 26, on August 31 
without any prior notice. 

Sources at JP told this 
correspondent that the 
pro-Raushan faction 
planned to oust Quader 
and take over the party 
during the council. 

A day after, JP 
Parliamentary Party on 
September 1 at a meeting 
decided to remove 
Raushan from the post of 

the opposition leader.
After the meeting, a 

letter was submitted to the 
parliament speaker, urging 
her to make Quader the 
opposition leader. The letter 
was also signed by Ranga. 

Later, Ranga asked the 
speaker to withdraw his 
signature from the letter 
and defended Raushan on 
national television. 

On September 14, 
Quader removed Ranga, 
who is known to be loyal 
to Raushan, from all party 
posts.

Quader is currently 

the deputy leader of the 
opposition.

In recent days, Quader 
is sharply criticising the 
incumbent government.

Sources said the ruling 
Awami League higher-ups 
are allegedly backing the 
pro-Raushan group to put 
pressure on Quader for his 
criticisms. 

Raushan, who has been 
receiving treatment at 
a Bangkok hospital for 
around eight months, is 
likely to return home by the 
end of this month, sources 
close to Raushan said.

Farmers return
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was deeply embarrassed at 
the ceremony. The farmers’ 
returned empty-handed.”

The lawmaker also 
instructed the authorities 
to ensure strict punishment 
for the accused officer.

Md Abdul Wadud, 
deputy director of Natore 
Department of Agricultural 

Extension, said, “If the 
allegations are proven true 
after investigation, we will 
inform higher authorities 
to take action.”

Accused Hasan was 
transferred to Natore from 
Naogaon for irregularities 
found in fertiliser 
distribution earlier.

Include Dalits, 
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the condition of these 
communities.

“I have discussed 
the grievances of the 
communities with 
departments concerned 
and have been able to 
resolve four issues. I always 
keep monitoring to ensure 
that no one aside from 

Harijans gets a job under 
the quota set for the 
community members,” said 
the city mayor.

Ward councillors of 
various wards of KCC, 
representatives of civil 
society and community 
representatives of various 
parties were present in the 
dialogue. 
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