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Radar station 
inactive for 4yrs   
Authorities point to faulty 
machine components  
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Due to technical problems, operations of Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara radar station have remained suspended for four 
whole years.

The station has been non-operational since April 26, 
2018, due to problems in components of the imaging unit. 
It is unable to forecast cyclones properly.

According to the radar station authority, the station 
was built on 10.16 acres of land in 1969 in Kalapara town. 
In 2008, the technical effectiveness of conventional radar 
decreased. 

After dismantling the 
centre’s old infrastructure 
and discarding the 
conventional technology, 
Japan Radio Company 
installed the world’s 
most advanced Doppler-
technology radar. This 
was funded by Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (Jica). 

Asaduzzaman Khan, 
assistant director of 
Kalapara office’s Cyclone 
Preparedness Programme, 
said it is crucial for the 
people of the coastal areas 
to get regular weather 
reports. 

“This advanced technology can issue early warning 
messages, help save lives and prevent damages caused by 
disasters. If the radar station is not operational, people’s 
lives and properties remain at great risk,” he said. 

The transmitter installed for power transmission at 
the station was broken for over two years, halting power 
supply. Due to the weather conditions, the station had 
to use generators. Electricity poles and new transmitters 
were installed two months ago. However, the connection 
has not been set up yet.

Kalapara Rural Electricity Deputy General Manager 
Sajib Pal said, “The work of installing a new transmitter 
has been completed. We will provide an electricity 
connection shortly.”

The advanced 
technology can 

issue early warning 
messages and help 

reduce the loss of 
life and damage 

caused by disasters. 
If the radar station 
is not operational, 
people’s lives and 

properties remain 
at great risk.

ASADUZZAMAN KHAN
Assistant director of Kalapara 
office’s cyclone preparedness 

programme
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UN, local partners 
conduct clean-up 

campaign
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The UN, in collaboration with local partners, 
conducted a series of “clean-up campaigns” in 
Dhaka and Sylhet yesterday, to promote green cities, 
marking the 77th anniversary of UN Day.

UN staff worked with the members of Bangladesh 
Scouts, city cooperation cleaners and government 
officials during this time, according to a statement 
of the UN Resident Coordinator’s office.

The campaign was inaugurated at the South 
Plaza of the National Parliament by LGRD Minister 
Tajul Islam. Chief National Commissioner of 
Bangladesh Scouts Dr Md Mozammel Haque Khan, 
UN Resident Coordinator Gwyn Lewis,  scouts, rover 
scouts, city cooperation cleaners and UN Officials 
were also present during this time.

Gwyn Lewis said the clean-up events can play a 
bigger role in creating greater awareness. 

Tajul commended the UN and Bangladeshi 
Scouts for coming together to do the clean-ups as 
part of the UN Day celebrations. 

The campaign took place in the north side of 
Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium, around 
Nagar Bhaban, Gulshan 2, Eden Women’s College 
and College of Home Economics in Azimpur, 
Fulbaria, adjacent to Nagar Bhaban and Police 
Headquarters from Rajarbagh intersection to 
Malibagh intersection. 

A similar initiative was taken in Sylhet too, led by 
Dr Muhammad Mosharrof Hossian, divisional 

commissioner of Sylhet.
He stressed on building greener cities in a post-

Covid world.

The once mighty Khowai river has now lost all its glory, as locals have turned its riverbanks into their 
unofficial dumping spot. The river has shrunk so much that it looks much like a canal now. Both private 
entities and local representatives  have built many structures nearby. Locals don’t know who to turn to take 
action, as the representatives responsible for evictions themselves are allegedly involved in the encroachment. 
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MINTU DESHWARA, back from 

Habiganj

Due to encroachment and waste 
dumping, the Old Khowai river, 
flowing through Habiganj, has been 
turned into a narrow canal.

The once mighty river has 
become an unofficial dumping 
spot for all kinds of wastes, and the 
riverbanks  have been occupied by 
many structures.

In a recent visit to Habiganj, 
this correspondent saw household 
waste,  polythene bags and remains 
of slaughtered animals disposed 

along the riverbank.
Not only private entities, but 

public ones also occupied the 
riverbanks to build structures such 
as Zilla Parishad Bhaban, Major 
General MA Rob Memorial Library, 
a freedom fighter complex, and a 
hospital. 

Locals are sceptical regarding the 
intentions of the occasional eviction 
drives of government bodies, as they 
themselves are visibly involved with 
occupying the riverbanks.

Badrul Huda, a Habiganj 
resident, said no visible progress 
has been made in freeing the 

riverbanks of illegal structures. 
The recent re-dredging and 

rehabilitation projects to restore the 
river’s navigability were complete 
failures, he added.

Echoing the same, Khowai 
River Waterkeeper Tofazzal Sohel, 
said vested political quarters 
are responsible for the rampant 
encroachment.

“Besides, who will we complain 
to? The authorities responsible to 
prevent such acts have built their 
offices occupying the riverbanks,” 
he added.

Killing Old Khowai, 
slowly but surely
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Vested political quarters are responsible for the rampant 
encroachment. Besides, who will we complain to? 

Authorities responsible to prevent such acts have built 
their offices occupying the riverbanks.

TOFAZZAL SOHEL, Khowai river waterkeeper

Kingfisher Bar 
owner barred from 
leaving country
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The owner of Kingfisher Restaurant and Bar 
in Uttara, which the Detective Branch of police 
raided over two weeks ago, was detained from 
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka, 
when he was trying to leave the country.

The owner Muktar Hossain was accused 
in a case filed after the raid with Uttara West 
Police Station. Thirty-five people working in the 
restaurant and bar were arrested on October 7.

He was trying to leave the country for 
Malaysia on Sunday night when immigration 
police detained him, said Akramul Hossain, 
deputy commissioner (Uttara division) of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police’s DB.

Muktar secured bail in the case, but he has no 
permission to leave the country, said police.

Later, DB police were called in for handing him 
over to them.

Later, Muktar’s lawyer came up with the bail 
documents, and he was later released yesterday 
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Selling fake gold 
bars, earning crores
10 of fraud gang arrested, 
says DB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bashar Molla used to introduce himself as the 
assistant personal secretary of a high-ranked 
customs official. By doing so, he formed a fraud 
gang, which lured people to buy fake gold bars, 
magnetic pillars and coins. 

The gang also consisted of fake chemists and 
experts to gain the buyer’s trust.

They have allegedly earned Tk 11 crore by 
deceiving people in this way.

The detective branch (DB) of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police claimed to have recently 
arrested 10 people in connection with this scam.

The arrestees are -- Bashar Molla (53), Sheikh 
Sohag Hossain Mintu (33), Deen Mohammad 
(41), Jewel Shikder (46), Mozammel Khan alias 
Akash (40), Sheikh Ali Akbar (57), Jamal Farazi 
(55), Sohail Shikder (30), Billal Hossain (32), and 
Shahriar Iqbal (25).

Four fake gold bars, a gold bar making machine, 
copper wire, wire melting machines, and fake 
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