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The one who helped establish
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Division, said Rafique 
has the characteristics to 
qualify as an exemplary 
human being, both in 
personal and professional 
spheres. 

Former attorney general 
AF Hassan Ariff, SCBA 

President Md Momtaz 
Uddin Fakir, its former 
president and senior 
lawyers M Yusuf Hossain 
Humayun, former attorney 
general AF Hassan Ariff, 
Prof AK Azad Khan, Prof 
Muhammad Abdus Sabur, 
former NBR chairman Md 

Abdul Majid, SC lawyers 
Ahsanul Karim, Zafar 
Ullah Chowdhury, and 
Mizan Sayeed, among 
others, spoke at the 
meeting presided over by 
Dr Sheikh Mohiuddin, 
executive director of Ad-
din Foundation. 

Selling fake gold bars, earning
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ID cards of human rights 
organisations and civil 
aviation authorities 
were seized from their 
procession.

Talking at a press briefing 
in the capital yesterday, DB 
Joint Commissioner Sanjit 
Kumar Roy said Bashar 
Molla was the ringleader 
of the gang. He introduced 

himself as the APS of 
Director of Customs and 
lured people to buy fake 
gold bars at low prices.

His associate Mintu 
used to meet potential 
buyers in person and 
introduced himself as an 
admin official at customs 
to gain credibility. Deen 
Mohammad and Jewel 
Shikder introduced 

themselves as goldsmiths, 
while Mozammel Khan alias 
Akash pretended to be a 
chemist and nuclear expert. 

There are multiple cases 
against the arrestees with 
Kalabagan Police Station, 
Dakshinkhan Police 
Station, Uttara-Purba 
Police Station, Kashimpur 
Police Station and Fakirhat 
Police Station of Bagerhat.

Kingfisher Bar owner
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morning, said the DB 
official, adding that the 
bail paper and condition 
don’t allow Muktar to leave 
country.

The police raid at the bar 
earned criticism after the 
Department of Narcotics 
Control and Detective 
Branch came up with 
conflicting statements.

DB officials said the bar 

is illegal, while DNC officials 
said a DNC inspector was 
harassed and kept locked 
in a room by DB officials 
during the police raid, 
and the bar had licence 
and valid documents to 
operate.

During the October 7 
raid, about 500 bottles 
of liquor and more than 
6,000 cans of beer were 
seized from the restaurant.

Killing Old Khowai
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More than 2,000 
establishments have 
been  made occupying 
the riverbanks over the 
years, which include a 
multi-storey building of a 
general hospital and several 
important government 
establishments.

Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology 
Professor Zahirul Haque 
Shakil, said, “Khowai is the 
lifeline of Habiganj.”

“We’ve been hit hard 
with waterlogging in recent 
years as the river is filled 
with garbage. Keeping the 
river alive is crucial for the 
future of Habiganj town,” 
he added.

According to locals, 
the river was moved 2 to 3 
kilometres west from its 
current location due to 
flooding in 1976-77. Since 
then, the previous section 
of the waterbody is known 
as the  Old Khowai River. 
It’s about 5 kilometres 
long, stretching  from 
Machulia to Kamrapur. 
Due to encroachment, this 
200-feet-wide river has 
become 10 or 20 feet in 
some places.

Water Development 
Board (WDB) took up a 
project in 2019 at a cost of 
about Tk 2,000 crore, called 
the “Khowai River System 
Development Project”, 
in collaboration with the 
district administration to 
restore the river’s normal 
flow. 

More than 600 
structures had been 
identified as illegal, and 
500 of them have been 
demolished by the district 
administration as part 
of this project. Fearing 

repercussions, many 
owners have abandoned 
or destroyed their own 
establishments during this 
time.

However, the authorities 
did not hold on to this 
momentum for a long time 
and dropped the ball soon 
after. 

As a result, the structures 
have been rebuilt on the 
riverbanks and the status 
quo went back to square 
one.

Besides, new structures 
were built on both sides of 
the river in various places, 
including  Machulia, 
Inatabad, Shayestanagar, 
Mahmudabad, Shyamoli 
and Puran Munsef 
residential areas.

Shamsul Mia, a resident 
of Mahmudabad in the 
city, said  encroachers 
abandoned their buildings 
initially when the drives 
started in 2019. But they 
started coming back after  
two to three years, as the 
authorities did not carry on 
with the evictions.

Contacted, Shah 
Newaz, WDB executive 
engineer in Habiganj, 
said, “I don’t know the 
status of the 2019 project. 
However, we’ve recently 
started construction of a 
500-metre walkway on the 
river’s west bank.”

“If we get more 
allocation, we’ll engage 
more manpower in evicting 
the illegal structures,” he 
said.

Bijan Banerjee, 
additional deputy 
commissioner (revenue) 
of  Habiganj, said the  
authorities will soon 
conduct eviction drives to 
free the riverbanks. 

Lives on
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and damage” claim 
stronger and scientifically 
valid.

Md Shamsuddoha, chief 
executive of Centre for 
Participatory Research and 
Development (CPRD), said, 
“The mindset to not accept 
the ‘loss and damage’ 
claim led to political 
denial from developed 
countries. However, due to 
the pressure from affected 
countries, they agreed 
to form the “Warsaw 
International Mechanism 
for Damage and Loss” in 
2013 under UNFCCC.”

“The issue was also 
included under article-8 
of the Paris Agreement. 
In both cases, there was 
a decision to finance the 
‘loss and damage’ claim. 
However, no fund was 
released for that,” he 
added. 

Prof Mohammad Abdul 
Quader, chairperson 
of geography and 
environment at Jagannath 
University, said, “When 
disasters hit us, we never 
assess the losses in terms of 
ecology and biodiversity.” 

“There are many 
trickeries from the 
developed countries to 
deprive the Global South. 
Equally, there is a lack of 
negotiation skills from our 
side,” he added.  

Radar station
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Abdul Jabbar Sharif, an 
electronics engineer of the 
station, said several parts of 
the frequency image unit 
have been malfunctioning. 

“It [station] cannot 
determine the speed, 
strength, intensity and 
position of the cyclone. 
Due to the suspension 
of operational activities, 
the process of collecting 
data and information of 
cyclones have to be run 
through the stations in 
Cox’s Bazar, Moulvibazar, 
Dhaka’s Agargaon and 
the one along the Bay of 
Bengal,” he said. 

Contacted, Mohibbur 
Rahman, lawmaker of 
Patuakhali-4 (Kalapara-
Rangabali) and member of 
the parliamentary standing 
committee on defence 
ministry, said, “This is 
a very important public 
issue. I have written to the 
defence ministry regarding 
this. I have also discussed 
this in the parliamentary 
committee meeting.”

“A team of experts has 
already visited the station. 
Hopefully, the parts will 
be installed shortly and 
the operational activities 
will start soon as well,” he 
added. 

AL destroyed 
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annulled the system with 
the help of Justice Khairul 
Haque.”

Later, he said the 
government has politicised 
the judiciary, which now 
dictates what the nation’s 
political structure will be.

Fakhrul said the 
government has also 
destroyed the country’s 
economic structure 
through widespread 
looting and stealing. “The 
main motive behind all 
mega projects is theft.” 

He said the ruling party 
was boasting for a long 
time that the country has 
achieved self-sufficiency 
in electricity with a power 
generation capacity of 
about 25,000 MW. “But 
we’re now facing load 
shedding. 

The BNP leader 
said Tawfiq-e-Elahi 
at a programme of 
businessmen helplessly 
admitted that they will not 
be able to provide power 
during the day, and it will 
be given only at night. 

He said people now 
cannot freely express their 
opinions due to the Digital 
Security Act and other 
repressive laws. 
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