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CHINA’S POLITBURO
STANDING COMMITTEE

THE LEADERS

AFP, Beijing

The Chinese Communist Party yesterday
unveiled its new seven-member Politburo
Standing Committee headed by leader Xi
Jinping. Here are the men who will rule
Beijing for the next five years under Xi’s
leadership, in order of seniority.

Li Qiang: The former Shanghai party chief
and Xi confidant was promoted to number
two in the party hierarchy, making him
likely to be named premier at next March’s
legislative sessions. Li is viewed as one of
Xi’s favourites, having served as the leader’s
chief of stafl while he was party boss of the
Zhejiang province between 2004 and 2007.

Zhao Leji: The 65-year-old former head
of the party’s top anti-graft watchdog has
remained on the Standing Committee, being
promoted to number three in the party
hierarchy. The experienced administrator
has been party secretary of two provinces
and a Politburo member since 2012.

Wang Huning: Xi’'s ideology tsar and
existing Standing Committee member
has been promoted to number four in the
party lineup. Dubbed the “brains behind
the throne”, the 67-year-old has devised
ideologies for three current and former
Chinese presidents, and is the architect of
Xi’s “China Dream” slogan, as well as the
country’s more assertive foreign policy.

Cai Qi: Current Beijing party chief Cai
Qi has been promoted to the Standing
Committee and becomes the head of the
General Secretariat, managing the day-
to-day affairs of the party. The 66-year-
old is seen as a close political ally of Xi.
He worked under Xi in the provinces of

Zhejiang and Fujian.

Ding Xuexiang: The low-key Politburo
member and top aide of Xi has been
promoted to the Standing Committee. His
appointment is seen as a reward for his

loyalty to Xi.
Li Xi:

The current Politburo member

and party chiefl of economic powerhouse
Guangdong province has been promoted to
the Standing Committee, in an appointment
widely anticipated by observers. Li, 66, was
confirmed as head of the powerful Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection, the
party’s powerful anti-graft watchdog, in a

list released by Xinhua.

XTI JINPING

Born elite, steeled by turmoil

AFP, Beijing

When Xi Jinping took power in 2012,
some observers predicted he would
be the most liberal Communist Party
leader in China’s history, based on his
low-key profile, family backstory and
perhaps a degree of misguided hope.

Ten years later, those forecasts lie
in tatters, proving only how little was
understood of the man who is now
China’s most powerful ruler since Mao
Zedong.

The colourful details of his early life
have been rinsed and repackaged in
official party lore, but the man himself
— and what drives him -- remain
somewhat more of an enigma.

“I dispute the conventional view
that Xi Jinping struggles for power for
power’s sake,” Alfred L. Chan, author
of a book on Xi’s life, told AFP. “I would
suggest that he strives for power as an
instrument... to fulfil his vision.”

Another biographer, Adrian Geiges,
told AFP that he did not think Xi was
motivated by a desire for personal
enrichment, despite international
media investigations having revealed
his family’s amassed wealth.

“That’s not his interest,” Geiges said.
“He really has a vision about China, he
wants to see China as the most powerful
country in the world.”

“Xi is a man of faith... for
him, God is the Communist
Party. The greatest mistake
the rest of the world makes

about Xi is to not take this
faith seriously.”

Central to that vision - what Xi
calls the “Chinese Dream” or “great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” -- is
the role of the Communist Party (CCP).

“Xi is a man of faith... for him, God
is the Communist Party,” wrote Kerry
Brown, author of “Xi: A Study in Power”.

“The greatest mistake the rest of the
world makes about Xi is to not take this
faith seriously.”

Xi might not seem an obvious
candidate to become a CCP diehard,
though he grew up as a “princeling”, or
member of the party elite.

His father Xi Zhongxun was a
revolutionary hero turned vice premier,
whose “strictness toward his family
members was so serious that even those

close to him believed it bordered on the
inhuman”, according to the elder Xi’s
biographer Joseph Torigian.

But when Xi Zhongxun was purged
byMao and targeted during the Cultural
Revolution, “(Xi Jinping) and his family
were traumatised”, said Chan.

His status vanished overnight, and
the family was split up. One of his half-
sisters is reported to have killed herself
because of the persecution.

At just 15, Xi was ordered to the
countryside in central China where he
spent years hauling grain and sleeping
in cave homes.

“The intensity of the labour shocked
me,” he later said. He also had to take
part in “struggle sessions” in which he
had to denounce his father.

Biographer  Chan  said  the
experiences of his youth had given him
“toughness” and the vents also made
him realise the importance of law-
based governance.

His rise to the power was not simple.

His application for CCP membership
was rejected multiple times because of
the family stigma, before it was finally
accepted.

And he rose one step at a time.

Beginning as a village party boss in
1974, Xi climbed to the governorship
of coastal Fujian province in 1999, then
party chief of Zhejiang province in
2002 and eventually Shanghai in 2007.

Xi’s father was rehabilitated in the
late 1970s following the death of Mao,
massively boosting his son’s standing.

Even so, his potential was not

apparent to all, exemplified by
comments made by his host on a trip to
the United States in 1985.

“No one in their right mind would
ever think that that guy who stayed in
my house would become the president,”
Eleanor Dvorchak was quoted as saying
years later in the New Yorker magazine.

But Xi has always regarded himself
“as an heir of the revolution”, said Chan.

In 2007, he was appointed to the
Politburo Standing Committee, the
party’s highest decision-making body.

When he replaced Hu Jintao five
years later, there was lite in Xi’s past
administrative record that foreshadowed
his actions once installed as leader.

“The absolute centrality of the
party’s mission to make China a great
country again is evident from Xi’s
carliest recorded statements,” wrote
Brown.

Xi has harnessed that narrative of
an ascendant China to great effect,
using nationalism as a tool for his own
and the party’s legitimacy among the
population.

But there is also evidence he fears
that grasp on power might decline.

“The fall of the Soviet Union and of
socialism in eastern Europe was a big
shock,” said Geiges, adding Xi blames
the collapse on its political opening up.

“So he decided that something like
this shall not happen to China... that’s
why he wants strong leadership of the
Communist Party, with one strong
leader.”

India rocket
puts 36 internet
satellites into orbit

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

spacecraft.

India’s space agency saysits rocket has successfully
put 36 internet satellites into orbit for UK-based
satellite company OneWeb after months of delay
due to the war in Ukraine. The mission - part
of a commercial arrangement between New
Space India Limited, a government-run firm,
and OneWeb - was announced successful by the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) early
yesterday. “This s the first-ever commercial launch
of the new rocket IVM3 [Launch Vehicle Mark 3},
ISRO Chairman Sreedhara Panicker Somanath
said as liftoff took place at 12:07am from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Andhra Pradesh. This
14th launch of OneWeb satellites relied on India’s
heaviest rocket, normally reserved for government

Journalists not bound to divulge sources

FROM PAGE 1

In the 50-page full text of a
verdict, released yesterday,
the HC bench of Justice Md
Nazrul Islam Talukder and
Justice Kazi Md Fjarul Haque
Akondo also said it’s the
corrupt who are destroying
thenation thatBangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
dreamed of.

The verdict came on
a prayer of the Ant-
Corruption ~ Commission
for taking action against
a journalist of the Daily
Ingilab over a report on
corruption.

The ACC filed the prayer
after the HC bench issued a
suo motu rule on March 8 last
year, enquiring about what
actions were being taken in
response to the report - “20
Kotite Prokousholi Ashrafuler
Daaymukdt! Durniti Domone

‘Dudok Style” -- published by
the daily on March 3 that year.

The report, by the
Ingilab’s  senior journalist
Sayeed Ahmed  Khan,

was about the corruption
allegations against Ashraful

Alam, former engineer of

Public Works Department,
and his wife Sabiha Alam,
and how the ACC exempted
them. It mentioned that
around Tk 20 crore was
spent just to have the
allegations disposed of.

The short version of the
judgement was delivered on
June 21, 2021.

“Newspapersmalke people
aware of every field of society.

At present, corruption
is present in almost all
of  those.  Newspapers

play an important role in
highlighting the menace
of corruption and thereby,

people are made aware of the
corrupt practices prevalent
in various state-run
departments, organisations
and agencies, and private
organisations,” the court
observed in the full verdict.

The ACC can approach
Bangladesh Press Council if
it has any allegation about
the report and the council
will take necessary steps as
per the Press Council Act,
1974, it added.

The HC further observed,
“They  [journalists] are
the part and parcel of a
democratic process. In a
modern world, right to
information is being treated
as one of the preconditions
for expression of opinion.
Journalists act as helping
hands in ensuring rule of
law and democracy.

“They work as watchdogs
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... They disperse information
not (o undermine any
person, but to serve the cause
of justice. In a democracy,
there should be an efficient
and fearless press to act as a

watchdog for democracy.”
The verdict also
mentioned  that  yellow

journalism will always be
disapproved and discarded.

“Newspapers should
concentrate  on  giving
only the true picture of the
society.”

It added, “So, based on
the aforementioned facts,
circumstances and  the
propositions of law, we
have no hesitation to hold
the view that the laws have
protected journalists from
having to disclose their
sources of information.”

The bench observed that
article 39 of the constitution
guarantees  freedom  of
thought and conscience.

“To be specific, article 39
(2)(b) has clearly mentioned
the term ‘freedom of the
press.  Furthermore, it
guarantees the right of every
citizen to freedom of speech
and expression subject to
certain exceptions - (i) in
the interests of the security
of the State, (i) friendly
relations with foreign states,
(iii) public order, decency or
morality, or (iv) in relation
to contempt of court, (v)
defamation or (vi) incitement
to an offence.”

Apart from the above,
investigative journalism is
the necessary corollary of
such freedom and rights, the
bench said.

About the HC judgement,
ACC's lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan told The Daily
Star that there might be
both positive and negative
impacts of it.

“Those who do honest
investigative journalism
have got judicial recognition
from this verdict, while
on the other hand, those
who make twisted reports
based on rumours and do
yellow journalism may take
advantage of it.”

Mohammad Shishir
Manir, lawyer for journalist
Sayeed Ahmed Khan, told
this correspondent that
thanks to this verdict, the
concept of freedom of
press will be upheld and
the scope for investigative
journalism will be widened
for journalists according to
their constitutional rights.

Xi secures 3rd term

FROM PAGE 1
alongside him as members
of the Politburo Standing

Committee — the party’s
apex of power that rules the
country.

Li Qiang - a former chief
of stafl for Xi who oversaw a
gruelling two-month Covid
lockdown in  Shanghai
this year — was named as
number two in the Standing
Committee.

This means he is likely to
take over as premier from
Li Keqiang, a former Xi rival
who will retire next year.

Close aide Ding Xuexiang
and Guangdong party chief
Li Xi, a longtime confidante
of the president, were
among other allies named in
the Standing Committee.

Xi was swiftly
congratulated by some of
China’s allies, including
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un. The
United States offered no
immediate response.

“The new  Politburo
Standing Committee
confirms decisively that Xi
has consolidated power at

the top of the Communist
Party to an extent unseen
since the Mao era,” said Neil
Thomas, a senior China
analyst at Eurasia Group.
Yesterday'’ s
announcements came after
a week-long Congress of
2,300 hand-picked party
delegates during which
they endorsed Xi's “core
position” in the leadership
and approved a sweeping
reshuffle that saw Li and

other former Xi rivals
relegated.
On Saturday the

delegates elected the Central
Committee  of  around
200 senior party officials,
who yesterday chose the
24-person Politburo and the
Standing Commiittee.

The Politburo will have
no women members for the

first time in 25 years.
Analysts had  closely
watched  for  whether

the party charter would
be amended during the
Congress to enshrine “Xi
Jinping Thought” as a
guiding philosophy, a move
that would put Xi on a par
with Mao.

Pledge not to use power during the day

FROM PAGE 12

80 million cubic feet per
day (mmcfd) of gas in the
national pipeline from
Bhola in the form of CNG
within the next two or
three months.

Also, another 10 to
20 percent gas could be
saved if air conditioner
use is reduced across the
country. He requested all to
save energy for the greater

interest of the country.

“If needed, electricity
supply to other sectors
will be halted during the
daytime,” he said.

Tawfiq ruled out the
proposed five  percent
gas diversion from
domestic use as it could
be unpopular. Currently,
household use makes up
13 percent of the total gas
demand in the country.

The PM’s energy adviser
also ruled out the proposed
import of LNG spending
$200 million per month for
next 12 months saying it is
very difficult to spend that
amount considering the
foreign currency reserves.

“I's all about foreign
currency reserve, nothing
else.”

Presenting the keynote
paper at the event, Buet

Prof Ijaz Hossain said
the production in the
industrial sector decreased
by 40 o 60 percent due to
the gas crisis.

“The crisis has been
there since 2016, but
stopping LNG import
from the spot market has
deepened it. The industrial
sector must be saved at any
cost to continue economic
growth.”

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association

# @ GMER BGMEA OFFICE BUILDING AT SECTOR -17, BLOCK-H-1, ROAD AVENUE-06, UTTARA (PHASE-III).

TENDER NOTICE

INVITING TENDER FOR SUPPLY, INSTALLATION OF INTERIOR AND FITOUT WORKS FOR
AUDITORIUM, DISPLAY CENTER, AUDITORIUM LOBBY AND OTHER FACILITIES OF
BGMEA COMPLEX, UTTARA, DHAKA.
Sealed tenders are hereby invited from reputed suppliers (Local Agents/Sole distributor) for supply,
Installation of interior and fitout works for Auditorium, Display Center, Auditorium Lobby & Other facilities

of BGMEA Complex at House no-7/7A, Sector-17, Block-H1, Avenue-06, Uttara, Dhaka.

The Tenderers must have following qualification criteria for eligibility to purchase
the Tender Documents:-

L4

t a) The Tenderers must have minimum 04 (four) years of overall experience in the same field.
b) The Tenderers shall produce the proven documents of executed works during last
03 (three) years out of which at least one certificate of successfully completion of Auditorium
related works shall be of Tk. 3.00 crore (Taka Three crore) in a single work order at the time of

schedule purchase.

¢) The Tenderers must have up to date Trade License, Income Tax clearance certificate, VAT

Registration certificate as per prevailing Govt. rules and regulations.
d) The Tenderers shall have the legal capacity to enter into the contract.

L* )

b The intending Tenderer shall submit their offer in sealed envelope as per instructions of the
tender documents. The prescribed tender schedule with Bill of Quantities (BoQ) shall
be available in Accounts Section of BGMEA at Tk.10,000/= (Taka Ten thousand) only in cash
(non-refundable) during office hours(10 AM to 06 PM) from 24.10.2022 to 06.11.2022.

4 Tenders shall be received on 07.11.2022 up to 2:00 PM in the tender box kept in the reception
area of BGMEA Complex (3rd floor), House# 7/7A, Block-H-1, Sector-17, Uttara, Dhaka-1230
and shall be opened on the same day at BGMEA Complex, Uttara, Dhaka at 4:00 p.m. in

presence of tenderers, if any.

% The Tenderers must submit 1% earnest money of the total tendered amount in favor of
“BGMEA" in the form of Pay Order from any scheduled Commercial Bank. Without earnest

The Tenderers must visit the site before submission of tender with their own expense.

money the offer shall be treated as non-responsive tender.

BGMEA Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the tenders without assigning

any reason (s) whatsoever.

Secretary General, BGMEA



