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Freak accident ends 
the lives of 3 friends
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Shariatpur

Three friends were killed when a launch’s water 
tank fell on them after the vessel hit a bridge in 
Shariatpur’s Gosairhat upazila early yesterday.

The deceased are Tanzil (23) of Gosairhat, Sagar 
Ali (23) of Jamalpur, and Shakil Ahmed (23) of 
Tangail, said Gosairhat Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Aslam Sikder.

Tanzil was supposed to get married today, and 
he was going home with his two friends for the 
event, the OC said.

The incident took place in Jayantia river around 
4:30am, when Swarnadeep, was travelling by a 
launch towards Shariatpur’s Damudya upazila, 
said the official.

“When the launch was passing beneath a 
bridge, the water tank hit the structure. Then, 
the tank fell on the passengers who were sleeping 
nearby, leaving three dead on the spot and two 
injured,” the OC said.

One of the injured was sent to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, he said.

Police detained two launch staffers.

Amid rising dengue cases, Sylhet City Corporation has been spraying 
insecticides every day in the nooks and corners of the city to prevent the spread 
of Aedes mosquitoes. For months, experts have been calling for extensive 
measures to tackle the outbreak. This photo was taken in Bonkola Para 
yesterday. 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With 1,034 new dengue patients were 
admitted to different hospitals across the 
country in the last 24 hours till yesterday 
morning, the highest in a single day. 

The total number of cases has crossed 
the 31,000 mark.

According to Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), one dengue patient died yesterday.

The death toll has risen to 113, while total cases are now 
31,064.

Some 3,492 dengue patients, 1,206 are from outside 
Dhaka, are still undergoing treatment.

Experts have urged authorities to conduct extensive 
drives  to identify clusters of Aedes mosquitoes 
immediately.

According to DGHS findings, dengue infections are 
highest among people aged over 20, while people aged 
between 40 and 80 are mostly dying of the disease.

Of the deaths, most died within three days of being 
admitted to a hospital.

During a week-long special drive, mobile courts of 
Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) yesterday fined 
homeowners a total of Tk 6.93 lakh and filed eight cases, 
as authorities found Aedes mosquito larvae at their 
premises.

Dengue cases keep 
shattering records
Over 1,000 patients 
hospitalised in a day

US to support 
Bangladesh for 
energy security
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The US has promised to support Bangladesh to 
achieve its energy access goals, which include energy 
security and production of clean energy. 

It also wants to help through the Clean EDGE 
Asia Initiative, which aims to grow sustainable and 
secure clean energy markets throughout the Indo-
Pacific.

US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John 
Kerry said this in a letter to Foreign Minister AK 
Abdul Momen on October 13, a foreign ministry 
statement said yesterday.

The letter was sent a day after Momen wrote to 
John Kerry, informing Bangladesh’s decision to 
join Global Methane Pledge, a US and EU-led joint 
initiative to curb global methane emission.

In the letter, Momen reminded Kerry of the 
latter’s assurance of supporting Bangladesh with 
critical technologies to mitigate adverse effects on 
the productivity in agriculture and livestock sectors.

John Kerry said the US State Department’s Bureau 
of Energy Resources looks forward to establishing a 
new partnership between Bangladesh’s Power Grid 
Company and US’ Pacific Northwest Laboratory to 
improve operations and planning to ensure grid 
stability and reliability for supporting increased use 
of renewables.

It also wants to schedule a date to launch new 
collaboration on carbon capture, utilisation and 
storage as well as blue hydrogen development with 
Petrobangla.
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