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Voices yet to be listened
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Liberation War. They 
largely contributed by 
assisting freedom fighters 
on the battlefield or 
providing various support.

Prof Ahrar Ahmad, 
director general of 
the foundation, said 
women’s contribution 
was “immense, 
dedicated and reliable”. 
Afsan Chowdhury’s 
book chronicles such 
contributions, he added. 

Afsan Chowdhury said it 
took about four decades to 
complete his research  for the 
book and two other similar 
books, which are parts of a 
trilogy. “We wanted to hear 
the unheard voices.”

As designated discussant, 
historian Prof Sonia Nishat 
Amin said “Narider Ekattor” 
will be an “invaluable” 
resource to chronicle 
history, and stressed the 
book should be part of 
academic study.

5 Biman staffers held
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The five arrestees are Biman 
MT operator Jahangir 
Alam (36), Mohammad 
Mahfuz Alam Bhuiyan (31), 
Enamul Haque (27), office 
assistant Awlad Hossain 
(29) and Harunur Rashid 
(40).

Deputy Commissioner 
of Lalbagh Division of DB 
Moshiur Rahman said 
evidence including leaked 
question paper have been 
seized from the arrestees 

He also said, detectives 
will interrogate the 
members of the committee 
formed to conduct 
recruitment tests of airline.

“The exam-conducting 
committee, which includes 
Biman’s general manager 
and deputy general 

manager, was supposed 
to take all measures to 
stop question leak. Yet, 
the office assistants leaked 
the questions… We will 
interrogate all and take 
legal action,” Harun said.

Asked if any member of 
the committee is involved, 
Harun said they are 
investigating the matter.

“We will appeal [before 
a Dhaka Court] for taking 
the arrestees on remand,” 
he said, adding detectives 
will try to find out other 
beneficiaries. Following 
the suspension of the tests, 
Biman formed an enquiry 
committee to investigate 
the incident, said sources.

The committee has been 
asked to submit its report 
within five days.

Demand grants
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27, scheduled to be held in 
November in Egypt.

Presenting keynote 
paper, Md Shamsuddoha, 
chief executive officer of 
CPRD, said Bangladesh 
must seek justice-based 
grants and must come out 
from the “loan regime”. 

P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n 
Barrister Shamim 
Haider Patwary said 
the government should 
facilitate vibrant 
coordination among civil-
society organisations, 
policymakers, think-tanks, 

and other stakeholders.
Lawmaker Tanvir 

Shakil Joy disapproved 
the exclusion of 
parliamentarians in 
Bangladesh government’s 
delegation to COP. 

Dr Fazle Rabbi Sadeque 
Ahmed, deputy managing 
director of Palli Karma-
Sahayak Foundation; Dr 
Golam Rabbani, head 
of Climate Bridge Fund 
of Brac; and Md Arifur 
Rahman, chief executive of 
YPSA, spoke among others 
at the event.

3 killed 
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The bus could not be 
identified. Police rushed 
the spot and recovered the 
bodies from the highway.

In Natore, a CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw driver 
was killed and two of its 
passengers were injured 
in a head-on collision 
between the vehicle and a 
truck in Singra upazila. 

The deceased was 
identified as Rafiqul Islam 
(40) from   Singra. 

Inspector ANM Masud, 
in-charge of Jhalmalia 
Highway Police Station, 
said Rafiqul died instantly.  
Locals rescued the injured, 
Ashikur Rahman and 
Bulbul Hossain, and 
took them to Singra 
Upazila Health Complex, 
from where Ashikur was 
transferred to Rajshahi 
Medical College Hospital.

Don’t sleep through climate crisis
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like the climate crisis 
and feel powerless, but I 
urge you (youths) to take 
responsibility and take 
climate action, both at the 
individual and community 
level.” 

In the closing ceremony 
of the summit, Parliament 
Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin 
Chaudhury, Dutch 
Ambassador Anne van 
Leeuwen, Sir Christopher 
Ball, and youth activist 
Sohanur Rahman delivered 
remarks. 

In her address, 
Chaudhury said, “I’m 
delighted to see a global 
initiative like GYLC, which 
will mobilise youths 
from climate-vulnerable 

countries in Asia and Africa 
to take climate action, 
is being launched from 
Bangladesh. Bangladesh 
is a hotbed for innovation, 
and the world has a lot 
to learn from the climate 
resilience and adaptability 
of our communities.”

Ten global climate 
champions were each 
awarded $1,000 for their 
climate-action projects. 
The award winners 
are Abishek Pradhan 
from India, Ademilusi 
Emmanuel from Nigeria, 
Akash Pandey from Nepal, 
Ananya Pathak from India, 
Cheick Simpore from 
Burkina, Hasibul Hasan 
from Bangladesh, Jonah 
Kirabo from Uganda, Raisul 

Safkat from Bangladesh, 
Samantha Ramadhanti 
from Indonesia, and 
Tseenyam Davasuren from 
Mongolia.

Grameenphone is the title 
sponsor of the Global Youth 
Climate Summit, while the 
Embassy of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands, FHI360, 
and Sir Christopher Ball 
and Lady Ball are the 
gold sponsors. Silver 
sponsors include Paragon 
Group, UCB, Brac, and 
Daraz. Bangladesh Youth 
Leadership Center (BYLC) is 
the implementing partner. 
BEDS and YouthNet for 
Climate Justice are the 
community and outreach 
partners of the event 
respectively.

Like every ruling
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Conservation Act; forming 
National Commission 
for Minorities; properly 
implementing Transfer of 
Entrusted Property Act as 
well as Hill Peace Agreement 
and Hill Land Commission 
Act; and implementing 
Plaintiffs Act.

The leaders of Oikya 
Parishad say that the 
present government has 
not implemented these 
promises.

Bangladesh Workers 
Party President Rashed 
Khan Menon said the 
anti-discrimination law 
has already been placed in 
parliament. Hopefully, it 
will be passed soon.

Regarding the Minority 

Protection Act and National 
Minority Commission, he 
said, “I don’t know what 
the government will do, 
how much it will do. We 
will place these proposals 
when a decision is taken 
in this regard in the next 
parliamentary session.” 

After each government 
comes to power, the election 
manifesto is forgotten, said 
Shamsul Huda, executive 
director of Association for 
Land Reform in Bangladesh. 

Acting general secretary 
of Oikya Parishad Manindra 
Kumar Nath said, “We will 
gather at Shahbagh at 
3:00pm on January 7 and 
present a memorandum 
to the honourable prime 
minister.”

165 peacekeepers
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UN Ambassador 
Muhammad A Muhith 
focused on various 
issues including the 
country’s engagements in 
maintaining international 
peace and security.

He highlighted 
Bangladesh’s socio-
economic success, the 
leadership in adopting two 
resolutions titled “Culture of 
Peace” and “Women, Peace 
and Security” at the UN.

Muhith said Bangladesh 
is now serving as the chair 
of the Peace Building 
Commission, the president 
of the UN Women Executive 
Board, and recently 
Bangladesh was elected 
as the member of the UN 
Human Rights Council 
securing the highest votes 
from the Asia-Pacific Group. 

He also discussed 
Bangladesh’s various 
initiatives at the UN to 
resolve the Rohingya crisis.

Mugging on the rise
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up to 50 stolen mobiles in a 
day and sell those.

On Wednesday, Rab 
arrested 16 muggers in 
Dhaka.

On October 4, the 
law enforcers arrested 
24 suspects from 
Shahjahanpur, Motijheel, 
Paltan and Jatrabari 
areas, who were allegedly 
preparing to mug people 

amid the blackout triggered 
by a national grid failure.

According to law 
enforcers, the areas 
prone to mugging are 
-- Dhaka City College to 
Mohammadpur, Dainik 
Bangla to Motijheel, Banani 
to Kuril, various roads of 
Dhaka University, the road 
from Nilkhet to Lalbagh, 
from Dhanmondi to Jatiya 
Sangsad Bhaban, road in 

front of Sangsad Bhaban, 
road leading from Mirpur-1 
to Mirpur-10, Zoo Road, 
Kachukhet area, Dayaganj 
intersection to Jatrabari, 
in front of Gulistan shrine, 
Farmgate to Karwan Bazar, 
the road from Malibagh to 
Moghbazar, Moghbazar 
railway gate to Rampura 
bridge, and various roads 
of Uttara.

Chattogram: an industrial centre
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direct investment (FDI) 
from Japan and will 
play an important role 
in the further growth of 
Bangladesh’s economy.

Ambassador Naoki said 
10 Japanese companies 
are doing business in 
Chattogram EPZ and 
Karnaphuli EPZ. Mirsharai 
Bangabandhu Industrial 
City is getting ready. “I am 

sure there will be Japanese 
investment there as well.”

Chattogram AOTS 
Alumni Society (CAAS) 
Bangladesh and Nippon 
Academy organised the 
programme. Engineer 
AUM Zobair, convenor 
of the programme, said, 
“Japan is one of our main 
development partners. We 
have organised this event 
to commemorate 50 years 

of diplomatic friendship 
between the two countries.”

BSRM Group 
Chairperson Ali Hussain 
Akbar Ali, JETRO Country 
Representative UG Endo, 
Jica Country Representative 
Ichiguchi Tomohide, 
Chattogram Chamber 
President Mahbubul Alam, 
and BSRM Managing 
Director Amer Ali Hussain 
were present.

Allocate more funds
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The junior minister also 
appreciated organising  
such research fairs 
marking the centennial 
celebration of DU.

DU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Md Akhtaruzzaman 
said, “Components 
like industry-academia 
relationship, community 
engagement, alliance and 
collaboration, are seriously 
missing in education 
and cultural policy in 
our country. Identifying 
the issue, we are putting 
stress on Private Public 
Partnership and Academia-
Industry collaboration.”

“Admission of 
foreign students is very 
important for doing well 
in international rankings. 
But foreign students lose 
interest due to the long 
and complex process 
of admissions in our 
country. We will request 
the education ministry to 
change the existing policy,” 
he added.

DU pro-VC (education) 

ASM Maksud Kamal said, 
“University cannot progress 
without industry-academia 
collaboration. Without 
research, education will not 
usher in new knowledge... 
the university will not be 
able to work to enrich the 
nation and society.”

At the inaugural day, 
various departments-

institutes and research 
centres of DU showcased 
their innovations, 
researches and 
publications. As many as 
55 books, 26 specialised 
journals, 216 research 
projects, 624 posters and 
86 flyer-brochures were 
exhibited and presented in 
the fair.
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Raihan M 
Chowdhury 
passes away
UNB, Dhaka

Raihan M 
Chowdhury, 
senior news 
consultant 
at The 
F i n a n c i a l 
E x p r e s s 
(FE), died at a city hospital 
yesterday. 

He was 57.
Raihan, who had 

been suffering from liver 
cirrhosis, breathed his last 
at Islami Bank Central 
Hospital around 2:00pm, 
his colleagues said.

He left behind his wife, 
two sons and a host of 
relatives and well-wishers 
to mourn his death.

He had been working 
for FE since 1996. During 
his tenure, he also worked 
as the newspaper’s senior 
business editor.

2nd Edition

Implement 9th wage
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passing hard days as 
newspaper owners are yet 
to implement the wage 
board, though its gazette 
was published, said Omar 
Faruque, president of BFUJ.

Journalist Monjurul 
Ahsan Bulbul said the 
“critical information 

infrastructures” provision 
has been issued to harass 
journalists and limit their 
access to information.

DUJ’s Sohel Haider 
Chowdhury announced to 
enforce a token hunger-
strike on November 22 if 
their demands are not met 
by this time. 


